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Luke 1:15-17. the Prophecy Concerning John
the Baptist.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon emphasizes the importance of being separated unto the Lord and preparing the way for the Savior,

highlighting the examples of John the Baptist and Elijah.

Scripture: Numbers 6:2, Malachi 4:5, Matthew 3:1, Luke 1:15, 2 Peter 3:9

Topics: "John The Baptist", "Holy Spirit"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the joy Zacharias felt upon hearing the angel's message about his
promised son, John the Baptist, who was to be great in the sight of the Lord. John was to be a Nazarite,
separated unto the Lord, and filled with the Holy Spirit to turn many of the children of Israel to God. The
angel also prophesied that John would go before the Lord in the spirit and power of Elijah, resembling him
in faithfulness, courage, and success. The most significant part of the message was the promise of the
Savior's imminent arrival, emphasizing the need for hearts to be turned towards God by faithful preachers
before His coming.

Transcript

How happy was Zacharias to hear such a character of his promised son from the lips of an angel! His son
was to be "great in the sight of the Lord." It would not be a blessing to have a son great in the sight of the
world. Those who are great in the sight of the Lord are despised by the world. Men said of John the
Baptist, "He has a devil," and they counted the apostles as the offscouring of all things.

The angel said that John was to drink neither wine nor strong drink. He would be filled with the Holy Spirit,
and many of the children of Israel he would turn to the Lord their God. Why then was John to drink no
wine? Because he was a Nazarite. A Nazarite was a person separated unto the Lord in a very singular
manner. Sometimes the Israelites made vows thus to separate themselves for a week, or a month, or a
longer space of time. During that time they tasted neither wine nor grapes; and they allowed the locks of
hair on their heads to grow long. Some children were made Nazarites from their birth. Samuel was thus
devoted to the Lord by his praying mother; and Samson by the appointment of an angel. John the Baptist
was also a Nazarite from his birth. Jewish ceremonies have ceased since the Lord Jesus has made known
his Gospel. But though we ought not to become Nazarites, we ought, like them, to be devoted to the
service of God, and separated from the sinful pleasures of an ungodly world.
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The angel also declared that the child soon to be born would go before the Lord in the spirit and power of
Elijah. If we read the history of the prophet Elijah, we shall see a great resemblance between him and
John the Baptist.

They were like each other in spirit. Both were faithful and courageous. Elijah prophesied in the court of the
wicked king Ahab, and his more wicked queen; and by his boldness endangered his life. John reproved
King Herod so faithfully for his sins, that he was imprisoned, and at length murdered at the request of the
cruel Herodias. In spirit therefore John resembled Elijah.

He came also in the power of that great prophet; and, like him, he had great success. At one time Elijah
thought there was not a single pious prophet in all Israel; and he complained to God, saying, "I, even I,
only am left," but such power accompanied his instructions, that before he was taken up to heaven, there
were numerous young men, called sons of the prophets, all over the land, training up for the ministry. John
the Baptist also had great success; and some of his disciples were numbered among the apostles of the
Lamb.

But the most delightful part of the angel's message to Zacharias was the promise that the Savior should
soon come. He spoke of the Savior as the Lord God of Israel; for he said, "And many of the children of
Israel shall he turn to the Lord their God; and he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah."

The Son of God was coming into the world to shed his blood to save sinners; yet it was necessary that one
should go before him to turn the hearts of men towards him. What a proof this is of the wickedness of the
human heart! It is turned against God! Satan, in the garden of Eden, turned the heart of Eve against her
best friend. Now everyone is an enemy of God, until he is converted. God sends his faithful preachers to
turn our hearts towards himself. Have not some tried to persuade us to turn to the Lord? Have they
succeeded in persuading us? It is an dreadful thing to hear sermons, and to disregard what we hear. Time
is passing swiftly away--Jesus will come again in power and great glory. If, when he comes, he finds us
unprepared, we shall be shut out of his presence forever!
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