| sermon JeSl

Luke 1:46-56. the Song of Mary.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

Mary's song reveals her faith and her understanding of God's mercy and redemption, and encourages us to seek
God's mercy and righteousness.

Topics: "Marys Faith", "Christian Humility"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches on Mary's faith and joy despite facing scorn and disbelief, emphasizing the
importance of rejoicing in the midst of trials through faith. Mary's humility and praise for God's mercy and
strength in her song reflect her deep understanding of her need for a Savior. The sermon warns against
idolizing Mary, highlighting her as a holy creature honored by God but not to be worshipped. It concludes
with a call to approach God with humility, acknowledging our sinfulness and need for His mercy and
righteousness.

Transcript

This beautiful song shows us what was Mary's state of mind at this time. We must remember that there
was much to try her in her present circumstances, for many people would not believe her account of the
angel's visit, and would treat her with scorn. Yet she was filled with joy, because she enjoyed the favor of
the Lord. She said, "My soul magnifies the Lord--and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior." How great
was Mary's faith! Faith enables us to rejoice in the midst of trials. Paul had this faith when he said, "I
reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed."

Mary knew that whatever men thought of her then, that all generations would "call her blessed," as the
mother of the Savior. Do we not think her blessed? Surely we do. Let us not forget that we may be blessed
also; for Jesus said that "Whoever shall do the will of my Father, which is in heaven, the same is my
brother, and sister, and mother.” (Matt. 12:50.) And at another time, when a woman said how blessed his
mother was, Jesus answered, "Rather blessed are those who hear the word of God, and keep it." (Luke
11:28.)

It is sad to think what a wrong use the Roman Catholics have made of the words of Mary. They not only
call her "blessed," (and she is blessed,) but they worship her, as if she were equal to him, "who is over all,
God blessed forever." (Rom. 9:5.) No--Mary was but a creature like ourselves; though she was made, by
the grace of God, a holy creature, and was honored in so remarkable a manner.
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We see in her song how great a value she set upon the blessings of redemption. She would not have
done so, if she had not felt her need of a Savior. How she delights in praising God! She calls him
mighty--"He who is mighty." She calls him holy--"Holy is his name." She speaks of his mercy--"His mercy
is on those who fear him."

What does she mean in verse 51, when she says, "He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered
the proud in the imagination of their hearts?" Pharaoh and his proud captains once desired to destroy
Israel--this was "the imagination of their hearts,” but God drowned them in the Red Sea. Thus God at last
will destroy all the enemies of Christ and his people.

From this song we may learn to what people the Lord is merciful; "He fills the hungry with good things." He
fed the poor Israelites, when they were hungry, with manna. But it is another sort of hunger which Jesus
delights to satisfy. "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after righteousness." Such hungry souls shall
never be sent empty away. If a beggar is sent empty away from one house, he can go to another; but if
God were to send us empty away, and refuse to give us everlasting life, there is no other being to whom
we could go. Will he send us empty away? No--he will not, if we feel our need of pardon; but if we imagine
ourselves rich in goodness, He will give us none of His goodness or righteousness. Only those who know
they are poor blind miserable sinners, will obtain anything from the Savior. Let us go now to his throne of
grace to ask for mercy, and to obtain help in this our time of need; let us go with lowly hearts, feeling our
unworthiness and confessing our sins, and He will not send us "empty away."

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/favell-lee-mortimer/luke-146-56-the-song-of-mary/
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