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Luke 15:20-24. the Reception of the Prodigal
Son.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

God receives sinners with honor and love, and deals with them in a way that clothes their guilty souls in the

spotless robe of His Redeemer's righteousness and satisfies their hungry souls with the heavenly food of His

gracious promises.

Scripture: Psalm 103:12, Isaiah 53:5, Luke 15:20-32

Topics: "Gods Mercy", "Repentance And Forgiveness"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the prodigal son's return home, highlighting the unexpected reception
of honor and love from his father, reflecting the compassion and mercy of God towards sinners who repent
and seek His forgiveness. The prodigal's deep penitence subdued his natural pride, allowing him to face
the humiliation of his past transgressions and receive his father's unconditional love and forgiveness. Just
like the prodigal, returning sinners are clothed in the righteousness of Christ and offered the abundant
blessings of God's grace and mercy, yet some hesitate due to disbelief in God's affectionate reception and
the happiness He promises.

Transcript

The prodigal had conceived a high idea of his father's compassion before he set out to return home; but
his thoughts had not reached the heights of his father's mercy. He could not have anticipated such a
reception, at once so affectionate and so honorable. Had he returned as the deliverer of his country from
some powerful foe, he could not have been welcomed with more honor. Had he left his home to plead for
his father's life, he could not, when he was come back, have been received with more tenderness.

What is the reason that the sinner is treated with so much honor and so much love, when he falls at the
footstool of divine mercy? Is he not received in his Savior's name, with all the honor that Savior won by
trampling upon Satan, and with all the love that Savior deserved for dying upon the cross?

Great must have been the humiliation of the prodigal, as he approached the parental roof. How it must
have wounded the natural pride of his heart to return in tatters, with an emaciated countenance and a
haggard eye! But when true penitence is felt, natural pride is in great measure subdued. Those who only
feel a slight regret for past transgressions, are often prevented by pride from asking forgiveness. No doubt
the prodigal had wished to return as soon as he became a swineherd; but it was not until "he came to
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himself," that his penitence was deep enough to enable him to face all the humiliation connected with the
step. Then he felt he could bear the taunts of unfeeling spectators better than the reproaches of his own
conscience; better than the remembrance of his despised home, and of his injured father. But he was
spared the most painful part of the expected trial by the tender affection of that father, who "saw him when
he was a great way off, and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck, and kissed him." Did the
prodigal repress his humble confession because he saw he was already forgiven? No, he said all that he
had purposed to say, excepting, "Make me as one of your hired servants." When he saw that he was
received as a son, he could not ask to become a servant. The best robe was then put on him, a ring on his
hand, and shoes on his feet; a feast was made, and rejoicing was heard on every side.

Could the prodigal doubt his father's full and free forgiveness? All his past transgressions seemed to be
forgotten; his father's love was not abated in the least degree; a prospect of happiness was opened to his
view beyond his highest expectations.

This is the way in which the Lord deals with the returning sinner. He clothes his guilty soul in the spotless
robe of his Redeemer's righteousness, and satisfies his hungry soul with the heavenly food of his gracious
promises. Why then do sinners refuse to return to God? They do not believe that he will receive them so
affectionately, and render them so happy. The father of the prodigal is our God and our Savior. Those who
have sought his mercy can witness how He received them, and how happy He has made them.

It is sad to think that any should remain miserable, because they will not arise and return to Him, who
offers them full and free forgiveness. The way may appear long; but it would be shortened, for their Father
would meet them while they were yet a "great way off," and conduct them himself to his own glorious
abode.
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