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Luke 17:25 to End. Christ Prepares His
Disciples for His Sudden Return.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

Favell Lee Mortimer emphasizes the importance of being prepared for Christ's sudden return amidst suffering

and worldly distractions.

Scripture: Luke 9:22, Luke 17:26, Luke 17:32-33, Revelation 1:3, Revelation 22:17

Topics: "Second Coming", "Spiritual Preparation"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the signs and events that will precede the second coming of Jesus
Christ, emphasizing the sufferings and rejection that both Jesus and his disciples would face. The book of
Revelation serves as a guide, warning the church of God about the tribulations they will endure before the
Savior's return and the joy that will follow. The sermon highlights the importance of being prepared
spiritually and not clinging to worldly possessions, drawing parallels between past events like the flood
and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah to the future judgment of the wicked.

Transcript

Though the Lord did not inform his disciples when his kingdom should come, he told them of one event
that must happen before that glorious day arrived--that event was his own death. "But first he must suffer
many things, and be rejected of this generation." His disciples also would suffer many things, and be
rejected by generation after generation. The history of their sufferings to the end of time is to be found in
the Revelation. That book is a book of warnings (as well as promises) to the church of God. It prepares
them for enduring much tribulation before their Savior appears to their comfort, and to the joy of their
enemies.

But the Lord has concealed both the time and the place of his second appearing. When the disciples
inquired, "Where, Lord?" he replied by a proverb, "Where the body is, there will the eagles be gathered
together." We need not seek to know the place, for we shall be gathered to that place, whenever the time
arrives.

There is another most important circumstance which the Lord has not concealed. In what state will the
world be when Jesus comes again? In the same state as it was before the flood. The book of Genesis, as
well as the book of Revelation, is a book of warnings; for though it reveals events long past, they are types
of events yet to come. The flood, and the burning of Sodom and Gomorrah, are types of the destruction of
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the wicked when Jesus comes again. One family only was saved when the flood came, and one family
only was saved when the cities were burnt; and one family only will be saved when Jesus comes again. It
is his own family, the people that he has chosen, and called to be his children. But in that one family, who
were saved when Sodom was destroyed, there was a person who is held up as a warning to all who
profess to belong to Christ. "Remember Lot's wife." She was almost saved--but yet--she was lost. And
why? Because her heart still clung to the possessions she had left in Sodom. The Lord bids us beware of
hankering after worldly goods. "In that day he which shall be upon the housetop, and his stuff in the house,
let him not come down to take it away." This direction was literally observed by the disciples when
Jerusalem was besieged by the Romans, but it is to be spiritually observed to the end of time. Occasions
will arise when the people of God must sacrifice all they possess rather than be false to their Master's
cause. "Whoever shall lose his life shall preserve it."

It was painful to Lot to leave his wife a pillar of salt upon the plain of Sodom. Such separations as Lot then
endured will take place when Christ comes again. Some who are living in the closest intimacy will be
forever separated. The believer will be taken away from the side of his unbelieving brother, and
transported into the presence of his Lord. None can imagine the despair of those who shall be left, or the
horrors that will await them. Who is there who has not a believing relation? How could we bear the idea of
seeing that holy person soaring away, and leaving us behind? Now he often invites us to walk with him in
the ways of God--sometimes he prays with us, and more frequently still FOR US. It may seem impossible
that an affectionate father, or a tender mother, should leave a child behind to be consumed by the
ungodly; but when the righteous are borne by angels into the presence of God, none will be able to mount
their fiery chariots, but those for whom they are sent. God is willing to save all of us. The way is open, and
the invitation is free. "Whoever will, let him take of the water of life freely." (Rev. 22:17.)
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