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Luke 22:1-6. Judas Offers to Betray Christ.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon highlights the story of Judas' betrayal of Jesus and the consequences of sin, emphasizing the
influence of Satan and the eternal damnation that awaits those who choose wickedness.

Scripture: John 13:2
Topics: "Sin And Deceit", "Eternal Consequences"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer reflects on the treacherous betrayal of Jesus by Judas Iscariot, orchestrated by the
assembly of wicked men led by the high priest in Jerusalem. The dark designs of Satan are evident as
Judas offers to betray his Master for a meager sum of thirty pieces of silver, showcasing the deceitful
nature of sin and the tragic consequences of allowing the wicked spirit to dwell in our hearts. Mortimer
emphasizes the eternal torment and regret faced by sinners in hell, where the fleeting gains of sin are
overshadowed by everlasting sorrow and separation from God.

Transcript

We have lately contemplated our Savior sitting peacefully on Mount Olivet, surrounded by his disciples.
What a different scene we now behold! It is an assembly of wicked men in Jerusalem. The high priest
himself is the chief among them, and his palace is their place of meeting. It is probable that they held their
consultation in the night, because in the day the high priest resided in his own chamber near the temple.

The night was a suitable season for the ripening of the designs of darkness. The murder of the Son of God
was the purposed crime, but great difficulties lay in the way of its commission. The priests and scribes
feared to apprehend Jesus in the day, because they expected to meet with opposition from the people;
and they knew not where to find him in the night, for then he hid himself near Mount Olivet. But as God
helps his children to overcome their difficulties, so Satan helps his to overcome theirs.

The entrance of Judas must have astonished the assembly! Had he come to plead for his Master? Had he
come to remonstrate with his enemies? Surely the expression of his countenance must have indicated the
dark purpose of his heart. He came to make the basest proposal that ever passed human lips; he came to
offer to betray the best of masters. We may well believe that man could not ALONE have resolved to
commit such wickedness; for though man by his fall has lost all love to his unseen Creator, he is still
disposed to love those fellow-creatures who show him particular kindness. But that evil spirit who once
rebelled against the God whose beauty he beheld, and whose favor he enjoyed, had filled the heart of
Judas. Can Satan, then, enter the heart of man? What a dreadful truth! Is there any calamity we ought to
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dread so much as the entrance of this wicked spirit into our hearts? If he come and dwell in us now, there
is reason to fear lest we should go and dwell with him hereafter.

And how did the priests receive the base proposal of the false apostle? Were they filled with horror? Did
they tremble at the traitor's words? It is written, "They were glad." Hell also was glad. How dreadful it is for
men to rejoice with devils, and yet those who are glad at wickedness may feel assured that their joy is
shared by the spirits beneath.

And what reward did Judas hope to obtain for his treachery? Thirty pieces of silver; a sum equal to three
pounds fifteen shillings of our money. It was the price of a slave. It was the sum that the Jewish law
sentenced those to pay who killed a slave by accident. How small are the bribes for which men will commit
sin! When Satan attempted to entice the Son of God, he offered him all the kingdoms of the world. But he
does not think it necessary to offer so great a bribe to sinful man. He finds that he can seduce him to
commit wickedness by insignificant rewards. One morsel of meat was sufficient to induce Esau to sell his
birthright. But does Satan really give even the reward he promises? No! it is seldom that sinners enjoy
what they expected. Judas indeed obtained the thirty pieces of silver, but did he enjoy them?

It will rack the spirits of sinners in hell to calculate their losses and their gains. Even in this world the gains
of sin are very small--even in this world the losses of sin are very great; but in the next world there is no
gain left to the sinner; the laughter is all past, the sorrow alone remains. The shadow of his former
pleasures will soon fade before his weeping eyes; the cheat of Satan will stare him in the face; the father
of lies will be there to upbraid him with his folly, and the sight of heaven shining afar off will add to the
tortures of his remorse. But though convinced of his error, the prodigal will not be able to arise and return
to his God, and say, "I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight." No, the chains of darkness will fix
him forever in his dismal prison, and the great gulf will separate him from all that is holy, and glorious, and
blessed.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/favell-lee-mortimer/luke-221-6-judas-offers-to-betray-christ/
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