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Luke 2:8-14. the Angels' Appearance to the
Shepherds.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

Favell Lee Mortimer explores the significance of the angels' announcement of Christ's birth to shepherds,

highlighting themes of humility, glory, and God's goodwill towards humanity.

Scripture: Isaiah 9:6, Luke 2:8, Romans 8:32, 2 Corinthians 8:9, Philippians 2:6

Topics: "Incarnation Of Christ", "Humility And Glory"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches on the humble yet glorious circumstances surrounding the birth and life of
Jesus, emphasizing the contrast between lowliness and glory. Just as Jesus, the Savior, lived a life of
humility and majesty, so do His people reflect this duality as children of God. The angelic announcement
of Jesus' birth to the shepherds signifies God's choice of the poor and humble to reveal His divine plan.
The purpose of Christ's coming was to bring glory to God and peace on earth, showcasing God's goodwill
towards humanity, leading to eternal praises and the ultimate reign of the Prince of Peace.

Transcript

In the circumstances of our Savior's birth, there was a great mixture of lowliness and glory. Jesus was laid
in a feeding trough; yet angels announced his appearance. But to whom did angels announce it? not to
princes, but to shepherds; thus showing that God had chosen the poor of this world. Through all our
Savior's life, there was the same mixture of lowliness and glory--he lived with fishermen, yet was
sometimes visited by angels; he had a sorrowful countenance, yet once it shone brighter than the sun; he
was poorly clothed, yet, on one occasion, his clothing was whiter than any launderer on earth could whiten
it; he was so weak that he could not bear his cross, yet so strong that he could raise the dead from their
graves.

Christ's people are like their master--they are often poor and afflicted, yet there is a glory about them that
makes them as the sons of God; for their minds are filled with nobler thoughts than those which occupy
the kings of the earth. While princes are thinking of their sumptuous feasts, their high titles, and glittering
crowns; the children of God are meditating upon the wedding supper of the Lamb, the thrones of light; and
the God of glory.

How much astonished the poor shepherds were, with the appearance of the angel, who turned the
darkness into day! How much his message must also have surprised them! He told them that the Son of
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God was now come into the world, and was in the city of David, (or Bethlehem.) Was not this news hard to
believe? But what the angel added made it harder still; for he said that this glorious baby was lying in a
feeding trough. Immediately, however, God confirmed his words by causing a multitude of angels to
appear in the heavens; not two or three witnesses, but, perhaps, two or three million.

These angels were not silent witnesses; they sang a song, whose very words are handed down to us. It is
the only song sung by angels upon earth that we ever heard. In the book of Revelation some of their
songs in heaven are recorded; such as "Worthy is the Lamb to receive honor, power, and glory;" and "You
have created all things, for your pleasure they are and were created." But here we read of a song to which
poor shepherds listened. It is a short song, but contains much; for it explains the purpose for which the
Savior was come into the world, and the reason he was sent.

The purpose was to bring glory to God, and peace on earth. The reason he was sent was because God
had good-will towards men. "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good-will towards men."

Has not Christ's coming brought glory to God? Since Christ came into the world, how many redeemed
sinners have glorified God for the gift of his Son! But what are these praises compared to the songs of
believers and angels throughout eternity! Never will they cease to praise the God of love for sending his
only Son to die for wretched men. But we may ask, "Is there peace on earth?" Not yet; but there will be.
This earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, and then war shall cease; the swords shall be
turned into ploughshares, and the spears into pruning-hooks, (see Isaiah 2;) because the Prince of Peace
shall reign.

And are these God's gracious promises to men? Let us not doubt the Lord's good-will towards us. It hurts
a tender parent, if he perceives that his children doubt his good-will towards them--he tries to convince
them of it by numerous acts of kindness; and he is much disappointed if he cannot succeed in winning
their confidence. Has not the Lord done enough to convince us of his good-will? Ought we not always to
say, "If God spared not his own Son, but gave him up for us all, will he not with him freely give us all
things."
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