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Luke 9:43-46. Christ Foretells His Sufferings.
by Favell Lee Mortimer

The Lord Jesus prepares his disciples for his approaching death to preserve their faith and prepare them for

every trial of faith.

Scripture: 1 Corinthians 1:26

Topics: "Christ's Suffering", "Faith Trials"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer emphasizes how the Lord Jesus prepared his disciples for his impending death to
strengthen their faith, just as God mercifully prepares believers for trials of faith. Despite encountering
challenges like the disdain of the wise, hypocritical believers, and various temptations, God equips His
people to stand firm. Mortimer highlights the importance of allowing God's teachings to deeply penetrate
our hearts, even when they are difficult to accept, as spiritual dullness often stems from lingering sinful
desires.

Transcript

The Lord Jesus took every opportunity to prepare his disciples for his approaching death. He knew what a
fearful trial it would prove to their weak faith. When men succeeded in apprehending him, and in crucifying
him, it would appear to human eyes as if he could not be the Son of God. How could he preserve his
disciples' faith from failing at that very time? By showing them that he knew beforehand all he should
suffer.

It is in the same way that the Lord now seeks to preserve the minds of his followers from discouragement.
Does it perplex a young convert to find that true religion is despised by the great and the learned? Is it not
written, "Not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble are called?"--Is he
staggered when he detects hypocrites among the professed followers of Christ? Is it not written, "Not
everyone that says unto me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven?"--Is he dismayed by meeting
with numerous temptations and difficulties in his own path?--Is it not written, "In the world you shall have
tribulation?" Thus the Lord has mercifully prepared his people for every trial of faith that can come upon
them.

Yet there is need to say continually to them, "Let these sayings sink down into your ears." We are
disposed to pass over lightly those things which we do not like to hear. The disciples could not bear to
hear of their Lord's painful and ignominious death. Each display of his power and glory filled them with
fresh hope that nothing but success and triumph awaited their beloved Master. Therefore, after every such
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display he reverted to the unwelcome, but profitable subject. When descending from the Mount of
Transfiguration, he spoke of his sufferings; when he had wrought one of his most splendid miracles, (the
deliverance of the furious demoniac,) he dwelt upon the mournful topic of his death. Yet the disciples could
not receive this truth into their hearts. They believed it in a degree, for Matthew says, "They were
exceeding sorry," but they believed it in a very faint degree. Whence arose this dullness of understanding?
The Lord needed not to impress all truths upon them so repeatedly. They understood that he was the Son
of God, and that he was able to conquer all his enemies. They understood these joyful truths, because
they loved them; but they understood not those mournful truths, because they did not love them. Their
hearts were still full of worldly desires. Instead of being humbled by the want of faith which they had lately
betrayed, they disputed, as they followed their Master, which should be the greatest.

If our understandings are dull in spiritual things, it is because our hearts are sinful. Every wrong feeling is
like a film over the eye of the mind. Until we are converted we can see nothing of the glory of God; but
even after conversion we see indistinctly; because much sin remains in our hearts. If we would grow in the
knowledge of Christ, we must grow in grace. Peter concludes his second epistle with these words--"Grow
in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To whom be glory both now and
forever. Amen."

When God would teach his servants, he often first sends them afflictions to subdue their sins, and then he
instructs them in his heavenly truths.
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