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Mark 10:13-16. Christ Blesses Little Children.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

Jesus' blessing on the children shows his tender love for them and is a pledge of their salvation.

Scripture: Psalm 127:3, Proverbs 22:6, Matthew 19:14, Mark 10:16, Luke 18:16
Topics: "Childlike Faith", "Parental Prayer"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the importance of bringing young children to Jesus, highlighting how
Jesus welcomed them with open arms, blessed them, and expressed that the kingdom of heaven belongs
to those who are like little children. He emphasizes the significance of parents seeking spiritual blessings
for their children and the impact of a mother's prayers on their lives. Mortimer reflects on Jesus' love for
children, his care for them, and how their innocence and trust serve as a model for believers' relationship
with God.

Transcript

How many young and tender hearts have been encouraged to come to their Savior by the sweet
declaration, "Let the little children to come unto me!" How many dying children have lisped these words in
their last moments! When Jesus uttered them, he knew what comfort they would afford to the lambs of his
flock for many ages to come.

It was, however, in displeasure that he gave the command, "Let the little children come unto me." It was
not with the children that he was displeased, nor with their mothers, but with his own disciples. He was not
often much displeased with them. There must have been some great offence to excite this great
displeasure. It was a great offence to attempt to drive away these children from their Savior! How could
the disciples take so much upon them, as to forbid the mothers to bring their babes! Pride lurked in their
hearts, and suggested many harsh and ungracious measures. Before Jesus left this world he charged
Peter to feed his lambs--those lambs whom He carries in his own bosom. Faithful ministers love little
children, and are ready to instruct them.

The babes brought to Jesus were too young to receive instruction; therefore the Lord only took them in his
arms and blessed them. He knew even then what should befall each--he knew which fair blossom would
be nipped in the bud, and which would bloom in the church on earth. He knew which smiling infant would
become a minister, and which would prove a martyr. May we not hope that none of the infants that Jesus
blessed were lost forever? Was not His blessing the pledge of their salvation?
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The parents did well in bringing them to Christ. Many parents had brought sick children to him to be
healed--but these parents sought no temporal benefits--they desired that the Savior should put his hands
upon their little ones, and pray. Surely Jesus must have been as much pleased with these parents, as he
was displeased with his disciples. He still is pleased when mothers care more for the immortal souls of
their children than for their perishing bodies. How grateful these little children ought to have been to their
kind parents, when they were old enough to know what those parents had done for them in their infancy!
Many are indebted to the secret prayers of a mother to her Savior for the richest blessings they enjoy! We
never can repay our parents for the prayers they have offered up on our behalf. The kindest parents often
make mistakes in their manner of bringing up their children--but no mistakes will prove fatal, if they are
fervent in their prayers for them, and consistent in their example.

What reason did Jesus give for receiving these little ones so kindly? He did not say it was because he
loved their parents, or because he knew the children would be holy when they grew up; but he said, "For
of such is the kingdom of heaven." The disciples had only to observe the ways of the little creatures, then
folded in their mothers' arms, in order to know what they themselves ought to be. Those babes cared not
for strangers, but only for the hand that fed them, for the arm that upheld them, for the face that smiled on
them. Such ought to be the devoted affection of all believers for their everlasting Friend. How interesting it
is to observe a little child, while we think of the words, "Of such is the kingdom of heaven!" Does not this
sentence give us ground to believe that there are many little children now in glory?

Why do babes ever taste death? This epitaph was once written upon an infant's tomb--"It died, for Adam
sinned.

It lives, for Jesus died."

Every action of our Savior silently assures us that he loves children. He listens to their songs in the
temple--he rebukes their enemies--he folds them in his arms--he lays his hands upon them and blesses
them. Will he shut those out from his presence in glory whom he would not allow to be sent from his
presence upon earth? If he prayed for them when he lived here below, does he refuse to intercede for
them now he reigns on yonder throne above? Surely he would be much displeased with us, if we were to
harbor any doubts of his tender love for the little creatures that his hands first formed, and that he has
never ceased to defend and bless.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/favell-lee-mortimer/mark-1013-16-christ-blesses-little-children/
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