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Mark 6:30-44. Christ Feeds Five Thousand
With Five Loaves and Two Fish.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

Jesus' compassion for the multitude led to a miracle of feeding 5,000 people with 5 loaves and 2 fish,

highlighting the importance of not wasting God's provision.

Scripture: Matthew 14:14, Mark 6:34, Luke 12:48, John 6:12, John 6:35

Topics: "Divine Compassion", "Spiritual Nourishment"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the compassion of Jesus, who sacrificed His own ease to minister to
the needs of the people, showing deep care for their spiritual well-being. Jesus, moved with compassion,
fed a multitude both physically and spiritually, emphasizing the importance of a faithful ministry and the
nourishment of souls. The miracle of feeding the multitude with a few loaves and fish symbolized Jesus
giving His flesh for the life of the world, highlighting the significance of His sacrifice. Jesus' command to
gather the leftover fragments teaches us to value every work of God and not waste the provisions He
provides, especially the heavenly bread of His word.

Transcript

Behold another instance of the compassion of our Lord. See how ready he was to sacrifice his own ease
and comfort that he might promote ours.

It appears that he longed to rest awhile with his disciples, and to hear them relate the things that had
befallen them during their travels; and that for this purpose he crossed the lake, intending to land at some
desert place; but the multitude, who saw him embark, ran round the lake, and were waiting to receive him
at the place where he landed. Was he provoked by this interruption? No! he was moved with compassion
for the destitute state of their souls. He regarded them as sheep without a shepherd, because their public
teachers were ignorant of God. There is no outward deprivation which he pities so much as the want of a
faithful ministry, and there is none which we should lament so much. A famine of the word of the Lord, is
far worse than a famine of bread.

When evening came, the apostles wished to send the people away; but the people were willing to remain
without food rather than to leave Jesus. They were rewarded for their anxiety to be with him by obtaining
nourishment both for their bodies and souls.
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Before Jesus broke the bread, he looked up to heaven. He knew whence every good gift came. Have we
not often eaten our food without thinking of the Giver, and without considering his kindness in supplying
our daily need?

Christ did not distribute the food himself, but employed the apostles in that service. This bread was an
emblem of his own flesh, which he gave for the life of the world. The apostles were appointed to proclaim
the crucified Savior to perishing sinners. It was necessary that they should believe that He could save by
his death the souls of all believers. They now saw with their own eyes that He could make a little bread
sustain a vast multitude. They would remember this in future days, when preaching his name to
assembled thousands. This simple truth, that Jesus gave his flesh for the life of the world, has fed
innumerable souls, and will feed innumerable more until the multitude without number are gathered
around the throne; and then the Lamb himself will feed them through eternity with food which we know not
of.

After the simple meal was ended, Jesus bade the apostles gather up the remains. By doing this, it was
made evident that the hunger of the multitude had been fully satisfied, and the greatness of the miracle
was thus proved. But Jesus gave another reason for the command; he said, "Gather up the fragments that
remain, that nothing be lost." (John 6:12.) By this command He showed us how precious he esteemed
even the least of the works of God, that we might not dare to waste the food that our heavenly Father has
provided.

But if earthly bread is too precious to be wantonly trampled under foot, how inestimably precious must
heavenly bread be! Every word that comes out of the mouth of God is bread for the soul. Yet how much is
permitted to fall to the ground! How carelessly we sometimes read the Scriptures! How many heart-stirring
sermons have we heard, and then immediately forgotten! It is not that our memories are too weak to retain
them, (for we can recollect the news of the town, or the village,) but it is that our hearts are too indifferent.
It would be a blessed custom, after reading or hearing, to gather up the fragments; that is, to recall to our
minds what we have heard, and to apply them to our consciences, "that nothing be lost."

It appears that the twelve baskets contained more bread than there was at first, and that the store had
been increased by distribution. In the same way, by feeding the hungry we shall often enrich ourselves; for
God will bless our earthly substance, as He did in the case of the widow who fed Elijah. But how much
more will he bless those who feed souls with the word of God! Those teachers who in a humble spirit
search the Scriptures, that they may scatter the crumbs among poor little ignorant children, find rich
nourishment for their own souls.
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