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Mark 9:14-27. the Afflicted Father.
by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon emphasizes the importance of faith and prayer in obtaining deliverance from Satan and

experiencing the compassion of Jesus.

Scripture: Psalm 34:18, Matthew 17:14, Mark 9:24, Romans 8:26, James 4:7

Topics: "Divine Healing", "Faith And Compassion"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the contrast between heavenly glory and earthly suffering witnessed
by Jesus and the disciples at the foot of the Mount. Despite the scene of sin and sorrow, Jesus, still
radiating with the Father's glory, demonstrates His compassion and power by delivering a
demon-possessed youth. The father's weak yet genuine faith moves Jesus to perform the miraculous
healing, showing that even a small seed of faith can move mountains. Satan's malice is evident in his last
attempt to harm the youth before being cast out, but Jesus' tenderness prevails as He lifts the boy up,
emphasizing the power of faith and the compassion of Christ.

Transcript

When the Lord reached the foot of the Mount, he beheld a scene of sin, and sorrow, and suffering. There
were the scornful scribes, the weak and wavering disciples, the poor demoniac, and the afflicted father,
with the wondering multitude gathered around them. How unlike was this scene from that which the three
apostles had just witnessed on the top of the mountain! There all was light and love, perfect bliss, and
ineffable joy. Angels behold the same painful contrast, for as they gaze upon the glory of God, they also
watch over the sorrows of men.

It seems as if our Lord must have retained a measure of brightness upon his countenance; for it is said
that the people were greatly amazed when they saw him, and it is difficult to conjecture any other cause
for their amazement. At that moment might be seen on one spot the effects of heavenly influence, and
hellish power. The Son of God still shone with some lingering beams of the Father's glory; while the
afflicted youth was reduced by Satan to the most degraded condition. How affecting was the sight! A
human being, made in the image of God, lay on the ground, and wallowed foaming. Each of us stands
now between two opposite states. Shall we ascend to a fairer world, where Christ and his glorified saints
enjoy unspeakable bliss? or shall we sink into that place where the slaves of Satan suffer every sort of
degradation and misery? Now is the time to apply to Jesus, as the sorrowful father did, that we may obtain
deliverance from our great enemy. The same power that released this youth from Satan's chain, can free
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every other captive.

The case was a very inveterate one. It was one of long standing, and great malignity; therefore it was the
better suited to display the Almighty power of Jesus. He loves to save where it is most evident that no
other hand but His can afford help.

The prayers of the father showed a weak, though a true faith. "If you can do anything, have compassion
on us and help us." A severe master would have rejected such a prayer as this. But Jesus cherishes the
tenderest bud of living faith. He answered, "If you can believe, all things are possible to him that believes."
The poor man was encouraged by this assurance to offer up a still more earnest prayer than before. He
cried out with tears, "Lord, I believe; help my unbelief." Did not the Holy Spirit dictate this prayer? "' We
know not what we should pray for as we ought; but the Spirit itself makes intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered." (Rom. 8:26.) Have our hearts ever been so full of good desires that
we could only speak a few words? And were these words half choked with tears and sobs? God has heard
those prayers. He never despises the broken and contrite heart. He attended to the prayer of this poor
man.

Satan showed his malice against the youth who was going to be delivered from his power. The evil spirit
rent the youth sore, before he came out of him, and he left him as one dead. Many have found that Satan
has pursued them with the most painful temptations, just as they were escaping from his bondage. The
tenderness of Jesus is as striking as the malice of Satan. The Lord took the poor youth by the hand and
lifted him up.

It was the father's faith that had obtained the restoration of his son. Here is an encouragement for parents.
If Jesus showed so much compassion to one who prayed for a bodily cure for his son, how much more
must he feel for those who implore spiritual blessings for their children!

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/favell-lee-mortimer/mark-914-27-the-afflicted-father/
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