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Matthew 1. the Angel's Visit to Joseph.
by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon explores the significance of Matthew's Gospel, the genealogy of Jesus, and the nature of Jesus'

salvation, emphasizing the importance of faith and trust in God's promise.

Scripture: Psalm 37:5, Matthew 1:21, Luke 5:27, Ephesians 1:7, Revelation 1:5

Topics: "Jesus Christ", "Gods Faithfulness"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer delves into the Gospel of Matthew, emphasizing how Matthew, writing for the Jews,
connects Jesus' life to Old Testament prophecies. The genealogies in Matthew and Luke highlight Jesus'
lineage from Abraham and David, showcasing God's faithfulness. Despite seeming contradictions, the
genealogies affirm Jesus as the promised Messiah. The angel's message to Joseph and Mary
underscores God's mercy and faithfulness in revealing the truth and providing salvation through Jesus, the
Savior who delivers His people from sin.

Transcript

Matthew wrote his gospel before any of the other evangelists. He wrote it for the Jews especially; and
therefore he very often refers to the Old Testament, (held in such reverence by the Jews,) and shows that
Jesus fulfilled what the prophets had said. Luke and Mark, who wrote for the Gentiles especially, often
explain Jewish customs, but Matthew always alludes to them, as customs well understood. Matthew
himself had been a tax-collector, before he was called to be one of the apostles of the Lord. His other
name was Levi. Luke speaks of him by that name. Luke 5:27.

Matthew begins his history with an account of the forefathers of our Savior--to show that Jesus was
descended from Abraham, and from David, as God had promised the Messiah should be. This account is
called a genealogy. It is Joseph's descent, and not Mary's, which is here recorded. Luke in his third
chapter gives us another genealogy. That genealogy is a little different from Matthew's; it must therefore
be the genealogy of Mary. It is true the name of Joseph is mentioned there also; but the names of women
were never inserted in public registers.

There is one seeming contradiction between the two genealogies. Matthew says that Jacob was the father
of Joseph. Luke says that Heli was the father of Joseph. We must conclude that Heli was the father-in-law
of Joseph, and the father of Mary. How easily the difference is explained to an honest mind! And yet it has
been taken up by unbelievers and brought forward as an objection against the Christian religion. How
much at a loss must those be for an objection, who lay hold of such a one as this!
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We will now proceed to the interesting history itself--Joseph is not blamed for his suspicions of Mary, for it
appears he had no proof that a miracle had been wrought. Still the kindness of his heart made him
unwilling to expose her publicly. God in his great mercy sent an angel to tell him the whole truth. Thus our
gracious Father will keep us from falling into errors through ignorance, if we desire earnestly to know what
is right.

Mary probably suffered much grief from Joseph's suspicions--but God cleared up her innocence. Every
person who is falsely suspected may trust in His fulfilling His promise in Psalm 37; "Commit your way unto
the Lord, trust also in him, and he shall bring it to pass--and he shall bring forth your righteousness as the
light, and your judgment as the noonday." When falsely accused, we should not make a loud and angry
defense; but commit our cause to God, and He will defend us.

The concluding words of the angel are very remarkable. They are written in verse 21, "You shall call his
name Jesus, for he shall save his people from their sins."

The name "Jesus" means God the Savior. Observe, however, the nature of this salvation. It is not a
salvation in sin, but a salvation from sin. "He shall save his people from their sins." If we knew what sin
was, we would feel what a great salvation this is. Sin has ruined this world; and it will ruin each of us
eternally, unless we are saved from it. There is only one who is able to save us. That is Immanuel--God
with us. Jesus, the Son of God, came down to dwell with us that he might save us from dwelling forever
with Satan. How does he save? By shedding his own blood as an atonement for sin, and then by washing
all who believe in him in that blood. Therefore his people sing this song of praise to his name--"Unto him
who loved us and washed us from our sins in his blood, and has made us kings and priests unto God and
his Father; to him be glory and dominion forever and ever! Amen."
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