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Matthew 10:27-39. Jesus Encourages Them to
Be Faithful.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

Jesus encourages his disciples to be faithful in preaching the gospel, despite the sufferings and persecution they

may face.

Scripture: Matthew 10:27-29, Matthew 10:32, Matthew 10:34, Romans 8:28

Topics: "Persecution", "Loyalty To Christ"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about Jesus preparing his disciples for the challenges they would face in
preaching the gospel, including persecution, division, and the temptation to conceal the truth. Despite the
prospect of suffering, Jesus commanded his disciples to boldly proclaim the gospel, warned them of the
consequences of denying Him, and assured them of God's care and sovereignty over their lives. He
emphasized the importance of prioritizing loyalty to Christ above all earthly relationships and comforts,
reminding them that all things work together for good for those who love God.

Transcript

The Lord Jesus had declared that his disciples would be exposed to great sufferings through preaching
the gospel--that they would be scourged, imprisoned, and even put to death. Would not this prospect be a
great temptation to conceal the truth? Yes, it would; therefore Jesus taught them by commands, warnings,
and promises, to preach the gospel openly.

First, he gave them a command. He said, "What I tell you in darkness, that speak you in light; what you
hear in the ear, that preach you in the housetops." He had told his disciples many doctrines privately, that
they were to preach publicly. How anxious Paul afterwards was that he might open his mouth boldly, and
speak the gospel as he ought to speak it, concealing no part of the truth, however men might dislike to
hear it!

Jesus not only gave a command, he added warnings, reminding his disciples that God was able to kill both
their bodies and souls in hell; declaring that he would deny them before his Father, if they denied him
before men; and asserting that "he who finds his life shall lose it;" that is, that he who saves his life by
forsaking Christ, shall perish. But perhaps some may ask, "Did not Peter deny Christ? Will Christ deny him
before his Father?" Assuredly not; for Peter repented of his sin, and obtained mercy, and no sin repented
of and forgiven, shall be punished at the last day.
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Christ also gave promises to his disciples to encourage them to preach his gospel. He told them that their
hairs were all numbered, and that they themselves were of more value in God's sight than many sparrows.
He did not promise that his disciples should be preserved from sufferings or from death by their heavenly
Father; but he assured them that their trials were all appointed by a loving parent. The ungodly will
sometimes say in trouble, "It is all for the best;" but it is not all for the best with those who do not desire to
please God; sufferings only add to the guilt of those who do not repent of their sins. The children of God
alone may feel assured that all that befalls them is for the best; sickness and health, riches and poverty,
life and death, are all made to promote their everlasting welfare. "We know," says the apostle Paul, "that
all things work together for good to them that love God." (Romans 8:28.)

Jesus prepared his disciples for occasioning a great deal of confusion by the preaching of the gospel. He
said, "Do not think that I am come to send peace on earth." It was natural that the disciples should
suppose that he came to send peace. Isaiah had called him the Prince of Peace. At his birth angels had
sung, "Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace." He did, indeed, come to bring peace in the end, but
persecution and confusion first. It would be wicked men who would create this confusion by their hatred of
the Savior. How many families have been divided by the gospel! one member has become religious, has
turned to God in earnest, and the rest have turned against him. But should these trials prevent any from
coming to Christ? O no! we ought to love the Savior better than our dearest relations--better than father or
mother, son or daughter. Nor must we in anything disobey him, in order to please a dear friend, or
connection. There are many children who are unkindly treated by their parents on account of their religion,
and there are many parents who are despised by their children for the same reason. It is a great
temptation to an affectionate parent to indulge children by allowing them to taste pleasures which are
forbidden in the holy Scriptures. But to do this is to be unfaithful to God. We should always remember that
Jesus is nearer to us than parent or child can be. He is our God. The Lord said to Abraham in ancient
days, "I will be a GOD unto you." This is more than if He had said, "I will be a Father unto you." David said
unto the Lord, "You are my God!" (Ps. 140:6.) When any who are near and dear to us would entice us to
forsake Him, let us remember that He is our God.
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