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Matthew 11:25 to End. Christ Offers a
Thanksgiving to His Father, and Invites the

Heavy Laden to Come to Him.
by Favell Lee Mortimer

In this sermon, Favell Lee Mortimer emphasizes Christ's invitation to the weary and the importance of

approaching Him with a humble and teachable heart.

Scripture: Hebrews 5:7

Topics: "Christian Discipleship", "Spiritual Freedom"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the joy and privilege of being taught by Jesus, who reveals heavenly
knowledge to those with a humble and teachable spirit. Jesus invites all who are weary and burdened by
sin to find rest in Him, promising to free their souls from the chains of sin and provide true peace. Those
who choose the Lord as their friend and master will experience the lightness of His yoke and the peace
that surpasses all understanding, even in the darkest nights of life.

Transcript

We have now read the end of our Savior's discourse to the people, after John the Baptist's messengers
had departed. The beginning of the discourse contains warnings and reproofs, but the end is filled with
thanksgivings, invitations, and entreaties. Jesus intermingled prayer to his Father with his addresses to
the people. What a privilege we enjoy in being permitted to know what he said to his Father! He spoke
aloud that men might be edified; for on one occasion he declared, when engaged in prayer, "because of
the people who stand by, I said it," (John 11:42.)

Often our blessed Lord offered up prayer accompanied by tears, (Heb. 5:7;) but on this occasion heavenly
joy must have enlightened his countenance, for Luke informs us that "he rejoiced in spirit," (Luke 10:21.)
And what was the cause of his joy? It was, that God had revealed these things to babes, though he had
hid them from the wise and prudent. What things? Things respecting himself; the things about which John
the Baptist's disciples had inquired--"Are you he who shall come, or look we for another?" (ver. 3.)

These things many babes knew. By babes ignorant people are meant, those who feel their ignorance, and
desire to be taught of God. To such babes (whether learned or not in worldly things) God reveals his Son,
while he leaves the wise and prudent in their own sight to blindness and darkness. Such were the
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Pharisees. Though really blind and dark, they thought they knew the way of salvation; for Satan had
blinded their minds, as it is written in 2 Cor. 4:3, 4--"The god of this world has blinded the minds of those
who believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ (who is the image of God) should shine into
them."

Let us pray to God to give us the spirit of a babe, a humble, teachable spirit, and then Christ will reveal to
us that heavenly knowledge which can save our souls. It seemed good in the Father's sight that babes
should be instructed. We need not, therefore, fear a repulse from our heavenly Father, if we come
confessing our ignorance and desiring to be taught. And who is the Teacher that He has appointed? It is
the meek and lowly Jesus. Hear him say, "Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart." Who would not
delight in receiving instruction from such gracious lips? How sweetly he encourages sinners to
approach!--"Come unto me, all who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest." And does not his
invitation include every child of man? Every sinner is weary and heavy laden. Penitent sinners mourn for
the guilt of sin; but those who are not penitent feel the misery of its bondage. They may not know what it is
that interrupts their happiness; they may think it is the circumstances in which they are placed; but it is the
sin that dwells in them, and holds them in captivity. Jesus alone can free the soul from the chain of its sins;
he alone can bestow rest. Those who believe in him do enter into rest; they can say of their Shepherd, "He
makes me to lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside the still waters."

How happy are they who early choose the Lord for their friend and master! They will find his yoke easy,
and his burden light; they will find that, instead of binding burdens upon them, he himself bears their
burdens. Ask those who have been long engaged in this service, whether they have not found his yoke
easy and his burden light. They will tell you that in the brightest days of heedless youth, they never tasted
that peace which they have found in the darkest nights of pious old age.
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