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Matthew 12:33-37. Jesus Warns Against Idle
Words.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

Jesus warns us that our words will be judged at the last day and only good words that proceed from a heart that
loves God will justify us.

Scripture: Psalm 51:10, Proverbs 18:21, Matthew 12:34, Matthew 15:18, John 3:3
Topics: "Heart Condition", "Born Again"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the severe terms in which Jesus rebuked sinners, highlighting how he
called the Pharisees 'a generation of vipers,' revealing their true nature as children of Satan. Mortimer
emphasizes that all humans have wicked hearts that produce evil fruit, with the tongue being the outlet of
the abominations of the heart. She stresses the importance of being born again to speak words
acceptable to God, as our words will be evidence of our state before Him on the last day.

Transcript

Behold an instance of the severe terms in which the meek and gentle Jesus sometimes rebuked sinners.
He called the Pharisees a "generation of vipers." Thus he declared them to be the seed of the old serpent,
and the children of Satan. They had accused him of casting out devils through the power of Satan, while
they themselves belonged to the family of the wicked one. It is to be expected that the children of the devil
should utter blasphemies, even as a bad tree brings forth bad fruit.

Though all have not reached the same height of wickedness as these Pharisees, yet all have by nature
wicked hearts, that cannot bring forth really good fruit. If our hearts were in a right state, our words would
be good. The tongue was given to man to bless God. David for this reason calls it his glory. "Awake, my
glory." The tongue would indeed be the glory of man if his heart were right with God. What a noble use the
angels make of their tongues! they unite in a never-ceasing song of praise to God. Adam, when first
created, doubtless used his tongue for the same glorious purpose. But since the fall, the tongue has
become the outlet of the abominations of man's heart--the evil treasure of his heart--his pride, his malice,
his envy, his deceit--flow forth from his tongue. His heart is the black fountain of sin; his words are only the
streams. We must be born again before we can utter words acceptable to God.

At the last day our words will be produced as the evidence of our state before God. It is true that many
have said, "Lord, Lord," who have not loved God; but will their words be considered proofs of love? By no
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means; words insincerely spoken will be regarded as crimes. Those who said what they did not feel,
whether to God or man, will be pronounced liars, and we know that liars shall have their part in the lake
that burns with fire and brimstone. It is only good words that have proceeded from our hearts that will then
justify us, or show that we were born again and washed in Christ's blood. If, then, we feel that we are not
fit to stand this test, let us entreat God to bestow new hearts upon us. Then our common discourse will be
tinctured with the love of God. Just as an affectionate parent is often speaking of his children, because he
is always thinking of them; so, when we love God, we shall be disposed to be often speaking of his power,
and wisdom, and goodness, because we shall be often thinking of them. The daily duties of life will not
interfere with our thoughts of God, any more than they prevent a loving mother thinking of her children.
Everything will remind us of our God. The beauties of creation, and the events of Providence, will lead us
to think and to speak of Him; for in everything we shall see his hand. What the world calls "good luck," we
shall call "great mercy;" and what the world speaks of as unfortunate accidents, we shall own to be "loving
corrections.” But most of all shall we differ from the world in our expressions concerning the Son of God
and his believing people. That Savior we shall call "precious," his people "happy." It is true, those living in
a Christian land seldom dare speak openly against Christ, but they show their real feelings by the
contemptuous names they bestow on his most devoted servants. Their contemptuous words are noticed
and noted down by God in his book, and shall be produced against them another day to their everlasting
shame. "By their words they shall be condemned."
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