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Matthew 14:22 to End. He Walks Upon the Sea.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon emphasizes the importance of trusting in God's care and provision, even in the midst of trials and
difficulties.

Scripture: Psalm 25:9, Psalm 34:17, Psalm 51:10, Psalm 107:28, Proverbs 3:5, Matthew 14:22, 1 Corinthians 10:12,
Hebrews 4:16, James 4:10
Topics: "Faith And Trust", "Humility In Christ"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the disciples' experience with Jesus during a storm, highlighting the
importance of trusting in God's care and guidance even in the midst of trials. The story of Peter walking on
water with Jesus serves as a lesson on the dangers of self-confidence and the need for humility and faith
in Christ. Reflecting on past experiences and learning from mistakes can help us avoid falling into deeper
sins and strengthen our reliance on God's mercy and grace in times of trouble.

Transcript

This history contains a beautiful instance of the care of our Savior over his people. On another occasion
the disciples were alarmed, because Jesus was asleep when a storm arose. How much more alarm they
probably felt now that he was absent! Yet it ought to have comforted them to remember that he himself
had constrained them to enter into the ship. They were evidently in the path of duty. How then should any
evil befall them! It is a great comfort to us when we can feel sure that we are doing the will of God; for
whatever trouble may threaten us, we can trust Jesus to bring relief in the storm. On the contrary, when
we are acting wilfully, we have reason to be alarmed at every difficulty that occurs, and to be apprehensive
that God will punish us for our waywardness.

Yet the faith of the disciples was so weak, that, though they knew they were in the path of duty, they were
alarmed by the storm; and when they beheld Jesus walking on the sea, they were still more terrified,
thinking that he was a spirit. They knew not that while he was praying on the mountain, he had seen them,
"toiling in rowing," and was come in the most wonderful manner to their rescue.

Peter, who possessed a warm, eager disposition, said, "Lord, if it be you, bid me come to you on the
water."

Why did Peter make this request? Love suggested it! Did he not affectionately desire to be with his Lord?
Faith enabled him to comply with the command, "Come." Yet this love, and this faith, were mixed with
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self-ignorance and self-confidence. He knew not the weakness of his own heart; he fondly imagined that
he loved the Lord more than his brethren loved him, and that his faith was stronger than theirs. Upon the
waves he learned a humiliating lesson. His mind was not resting solely upon Christ; he partly gloried in
himself, and soon the tumult of the winds and waves shook his faith, and he began to sink. But his faith,
weak as it was, did not fail, for he called on the Lord to save him.

If Peter had taken a lesson from this event, he might have been spared the sharp sorrow, as well as
dreadful sin, of denying his Lord. Had he learned upon the waves, to distrust his own heart, he had not in
the hall experienced its deceitfulness. If we reflect upon the events of Providence, we shall find that God
often causes those events to occur in miniature, which happen afterwards upon a larger scale. An act of
willfulness in youth is permitted to produce evil results; but the same willfulness at a later period is again
displayed, and is followed by worse consequences. The deceit that David practiced at the court of Achish
entangled him in many difficulties; but the Lord extricated him from them all. He was guilty of a deeper and
fouler deceit in the matter of Uriah, and was entangled in a net from which he was never extricated in this
life. It is very profitable to review our past conduct, that we may learn the lessons the Lord would teach us,
and avoid the evils we have already experienced.

Are we, like Peter, disposed presumptuously to venture into scenes of temptation, and to desire trials of
our faith? Does not past experience show us how weak and foolish we are? It is those who dread
temptation, who are supported when exposed to it. It is those who feel their unfitness to occupy important
stations, who are strengthened when exalted to them. Let us not rashly ask Jesus to bid us come unto him
on the water; but ask him rather to come unto us in the ship. Yet the Lord does not forsake his servants,
even when their own temerity and lack of faith have brought them into difficulty. No! even then he hears
them when they call. He who stretched out his hand to sinking Peter, will extend his mercy to each of us in
every trouble. The cry, "Save me or | perish," touches the Savior's heart, even as the infant's cry awakens
the mother's tenderness. Never then let us be discouraged from looking to Christ for help. No past folly of
ours can harden his heart against us, when by faith we come to him in our distress.
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