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Matthew 23:37 to End. Christ Laments Over
Jerusalem.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

Jesus laments over Jerusalem's impending judgment and desolation, but promises a future restoration and a
second chance for those who respond with a new heart.

Scripture: Luke 13:34
Topics: "Gods Mercy", "Repentance"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer reflects on the compassionate heart of the Lord towards even His enemies, lamenting
the impending desolation of Jerusalem due to their rejection of His warnings and invitations. Despite the
temporary casting out of the Jewish nation, God promises everlasting kindness and mercy upon their
repentance. The sermon emphasizes God's merciful dealings with those who have strayed but are
graciously given another chance to embrace the Gospel and welcome the Savior with blessings upon His
return.

Transcript

Could the most feeling heart bewail the calamities of his friend more tenderly than the Lord here bewails
the dreadful end of his enemies? It was not because he loved them not that he had addressed the
Pharisees in these terrible words, "You serpents, you generation of vipers, how can you escape the
damnation of hell?" Those whom he now called serpents, he would have treated as the hen her beloved
brood. When that careful bird observes a hawk or a kite hovering in the air, she calls her little ones to take
refuge beneath her sheltering wings. The Lord Jesus descried afar off the woes that were about to light
upon the heads of his guilty nation, and he gave them warning of their approach; but they would not heed
his words, nor accept his invitations. And now the time was come when hope had nearly expired.
"Behold," said the Lord, "your house is left unto you desolate." But though he said "Behold," the Jews
beheld no desolation. The temple was shining in all its splendor; the walls of Jerusalem were standing in
all their strength; the feast of the Passover was thronged with guests; the land was flowing with milk and
honey; where was the desolation? It was near at hand, even at the door. The Son of God heard its step
upon the mountains, and saw its shadow upon the hills. Before the voices of those children who sang his
praises in the temple should become tremulous through age, the enemy would cause the sound of melody
to cease in the Lord's house. How long has the silence continued! Visit Mount Moriah, where once the
temple stood. Behold that stately building, crowned with domes and minarets. It is not a Christian church.
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Is it a heathen temple? No, it is a Mohammedan mosque, the pride of the Turks, the masterpiece of their
architecture. Neither Christian nor Jew may now tread upon the spot where the Redeemer stood and
taught. And thus it shall be, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. Then there shall be a great and
glorious change. It is described in this last verse. "For | say unto you, you shall not see me henceforth,
until you shall say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord." When the Savior comes the
second time, he will meet with a very different reception from that which he received the first time. He
expired amid curses, but he shall return amid blessings.

How wonderful are the dealings of God with the Jewish nation! Instead of casting them off forever, he has
only cast them out for a time. He says to them, by the mouth of his prophet Isaiah, "In a little wrath I hid my
face from you for a moment, but with everlasting kindness will | have mercy on you, says the Lord your
Redeemer." (Is. 54:7, 8.)

Are there any among us with whom the Lord has dealt in the same merciful manner? Some, who in their
youthful days hardened their hearts against the Gospel, after wandering long in forbidden and dangerous
paths, have been permitted once more to hear the joyful sound, and have heard it the second time with
altered feelings, and a new delight. When God had spoken to them in their prosperity, they had replied, "I
will not hear;" but when he had destroyed their earthly delights, they welcomed the messenger of mercy,
and exclaimed, "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord."

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/favell-lee-mortimer/matthew-2337-to-end-christ-laments-over-jerusalem/
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