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Matthew 25:14-30. the Parable of the Talents.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

The parable of the talents teaches us how to serve God with love and gratitude, using the opportunities we have
to do good and bring joy to our Lord.

Scripture: Matthew 7:24, Matthew 25:14, Matthew 25:21, Luke 12:48, Romans 12:1, 2 Corinthians 5:14
Topics: "Stewardship", "Servant Leadership"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches on the parable of the talents, emphasizing the importance of using the
opportunities and gifts God has given us to serve Him. The parable teaches that those who have been
forgiven much will love much and do much for the Lord. It is a reminder that true believers should be
motivated by love for Christ to serve Him wholeheartedly, not living for themselves but for the One who
died and rose again for them.

Transcript

There is one circumstance that renders this parable very remarkable; it is the last recorded as related by
our Lord. The first recorded was the parable of the men who built houses, the one on the rock, and the
other on the sand. There is a great resemblance between the case of the man who built his house on the
sand, and the case of the servant who hid his talent in the earth. Both of them were men who heard their
Lord's sayings, but who did them not. Would our Lord have selected these instances for his first and last
parables, if the character described had not been common, and the error fatal? We ought therefore to give
very earnest heed to the parable that has just been read, and to inquire whether the warning it contains
applies to ourselves.

Our Lord had related a parable very much like it a few days before, when on his way to Jerusalem. But on
that occasion he was surrounded by Pharisees as well as by his own disciples--on this occasion he had no
other audience than those disciples. He always adapted his instructions to his hearers. When he spoke to
the Pharisees, he introduced into the parable a description of open enemies, who said, "We will not have
this man to reign over us." But when he addressed his disciples only, he omitted all mention of those
enemies.

We cannot be at a loss to discover what is meant by the talents intrusted to the servants. The Lord himself
explained his own meaning immediately after he had related the parable; for he then described himself as
seated on the throne of his glory, and inquiring whether those who stood round him had fed his hungry
saints, and visited his desolate prisoners. The talents represent opportunities of doing good. The affliction
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sent to one is the opportunity granted to another.

There is one point that must never be overlooked in considering this parable. For what PURPOSE was it
related? Was it intended to show a sinner how he might obtain pardon? No. There are other parables
which show that. Those of the prodigal son, of the two debtors, and of the good shepherd, all show that it
is through God's free grace, and Christ's precious blood, that pardon is bestowed. This parable is intended
to teach, not how a sinner may obtain pardon, but how a pardoned sinner may serve God.

To whom much is forgiven, the same loves much. The same also does much. How easy, how pleasant it
is to serve those we love! How we conjecture their needs and anticipate their wishes! How ready we are to
run a risk, or to make a sacrifice to please them! How slow we are to say that we cannot do what they
desire! Difficulties may stand in the way; but they are generally overcome by a loving heart. If true
believers loved their Savior more, how much more good would they do in the world! Paul declares, "The
love of Christ constrains us." "Constrains” us to do what? Not to live to ourselves, but unto Him who died
for us, and rose again. (2 Cor. 5:14, 15.)

We all need more of this spirit. The hypocrite has none of it. He lives to himself alone. But has the true
believer enough of it? O, no! even the servant who had gained five talents will feel he has done too little for
so gracious a master, when he hears the words, "Well done, good and faithful servant, enter into the joy of
your Lord." He will see such a disproportion between his service and his reward, that he will be ashamed
of his past negligence, and amazed at his Lord's munificence.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/favell-lee-mortimer/matthew-2514-30-the-parable-of-the-talents/
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