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Matthew 25:31 to End. Christ Describes the
Last Judgment.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon emphasizes the importance of the Last Judgment, where the righteous and the wicked will be
separated, and the motives that please God are those of gratitude and love to him.

Scripture: Matthew 25:34, Matthew 25:41, 1 Corinthians 13:1, Ephesians 2:8
Topics: "Last Judgment", "Eternal Destiny"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the scenes of the last day, emphasizing the importance of the
sentences pronounced on judgment day that will determine the eternal destiny of individuals. The conduct
of the righteous and the wicked on earth will be the basis for these sentences. True love for Jesus is
demonstrated through kindness and compassion towards those in need, reflecting genuine gratitude and
love for Him.

Transcript

If we had been asked what future scenes we desired most to see unveiled before our eyes, should we not
have replied, "The scenes of the last day?" The splendor of the occasion will be exceedingly great; yet it is
not the splendor that will render the day important, but the sentences then pronounced. Through the ages
of eternity that day cannot be forgotten. The lost spirits will date from that day their final separation from
God, the source of all happiness. The glorified saints will date from that day their entrance into the full
enjoyment of the light of his countenance. Do we dread to hear that word "Depart?" Do we long for that
word "Come?" Let us attend to the account given in this wonderful passage, of the conduct which marks
the righteous and the wicked while upon earth.

Those who first listened to this description of the judgment-day were the disciples of Jesus. They all
professed to love him. But did they all really love him? There was a hypocrite among the twelve. It is
written of him, "Not that he cared for the poor." And are there not some now who say, "Lord, Lord," but
who do not really love Jesus? If they loved him, they would love his poor brethren suffering upon earth.
They would take more pleasure in relieving them, than in pampering their appetites, adorning their
persons, amassing large fortunes, and giving sumptuous entertainments. Those who really love Christ are
kind to the hungry, to the stranger, and to the prisoner, for his sake.

Sermonindex.net | Page 1



There are some who do acts of kindness, but not for his sake. Are their actions pleasing to the Lord? Can
he who searches the heart, be pleased with acts of charity done from a desire to obtain human praise?
Such acts shall obtain no other reward than--human praise. Can he be pleased with deeds done from
feelings of kindness, but without one thought concerning himself? Such motives meet with a reward on
earth, but none in heaven.

Can he be pleased with works performed with a view of gaining heaven by our own merits? Assuredly not.
For he has declared that we are not saved by works of righteousness which we have done, but by the
mercy of God in Jesus Christ. (Titus 3.) What should we think of a man who owed ten thousand guineas,
and who, though his creditors generously offered to give him his whole debt, refused to accept the
obligation, promising now and then to present a farthing as payment? Yet this is the manner in which
those act who are seeking to gain admission into heaven by their good deeds.

What, then, are the motives which please the Lord? Motives of gratitude and love to him. None but
pardoned sinners can love Jesus; and they love him because he first loved them. The very words that he
will address to them at the last day show that he loved them first, for he will say, "Come, you blessed of my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you before the foundation of the world." God loved his children
even before the world was made; even then he provided for their everlasting happiness. But did he
prepare hell for the wicked? It was for devils, not for men, that hell was prepared. These are the words of
the judge, "Depart, you cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." It is their own
sin, not God's purpose, that plunges men into everlasting woe. Jesus has suffered the pains of hell, that
we may taste the joys of heaven. He has not said to us, "You must be mocked and spit upon; you must be
scourged, and crowned with thorns; you must be crucified in order to get to heaven." No! these insults and
these pangs he has suffered for us. But he has asked us to show our love to him by relieving his poor
brethren. It is a small request. Can we refuse it? When we see the destitute stranger, shall we turn away?
When we hear of a suffering saint, or of a poor prisoner, shall we forget to visit him? If we do, how
ashamed shall we be when we see Christ coming in his glory!
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