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Matthew 2:9-11. the Wise Men's Journey to
Bethlehem.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

The sermon highlights the significance of the wise men's journey to Bethlehem and the lessons we can learn from

their example about the importance of earnestness and diligence in seeking spiritual knowledge.

Scripture: Psalm 37:4, Matthew 2:1-7, Luke 2:7

Topics: "Seeking Christ", "Worship"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the wise men who diligently sought and worshiped Jesus, following
the star that led them to the Savior in Bethlehem. Despite the humble surroundings, they joyfully
presented their treasures to the infant Jesus, showing that true satisfaction and joy come from being in the
presence of the Lord. Their example of earnestness in seeking the Savior serves as a rebuke to those
who are indifferent to knowing Christ better, highlighting the importance of actively pursuing a relationship
with Him.

Transcript

Herod had not been able to give the wise men exact information respecting the place where the King they
sought would be found--he had only told them that he was in Bethlehem. But God did not leave them to
search in vain. As they were on the way, the star they had seen in their own country appeared again, and
stopped over the very house where the Savior was. This star could not have been like the stars we behold
in the height of the heavens, for one of those stars could not point out any particular house--it must have
been a light, floating in the air.

No doubt the house in which Mary dwelt was a poor one, but the wise men were not discouraged by its
lowliness, from worshiping its glorious inhabitant. How often now does Christ dwell with the poor tenants of
a humble abode! How seldom is he found ruling in the mansions of the great, or the palaces of kings! Yet
even among the rich, noble, and wise, there are a few who love their despised Savior. These men from
the East seem to have been rich, as well as wise; for they brought treasures with them from their native
land, and laid them at their Redeemer's feet. What must have been their joy at that moment! If the sight of
the star caused them to feel exceeding great joy, what transport the sight of the Lord himself must have
occasioned! The luxuries, the splendor, the honor they had enjoyed in their native land, can never have
given them the satisfaction they felt when gazing on the glorious infant.
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These men were very different from the shepherds of Bethlehem in their circumstances. The most
remarkable difference between them was this; the shepherds were Jews, the wise men were Gentiles.
They were the first Gentiles whose coming to Christ is recorded; their coming was a sign that Gentiles as
well as Jews would be saved through him. How interesting this fact is to us who are Gentiles. Though
Christ was born among the Jews, he is our Savior as well as theirs. And his name is now known by
millions in the Gentile nations; and it shall be known by every nation under heaven; for all nations shall
serve him, and all kings shall fall down before him, as it is written in Psalm 72.

But let us not read the history of these wise men without seeking to learn something from their example.
What earnestness they displayed in their search for the Savior! They traveled far to seek him; they
inquired diligently after him; they watched anxiously for the sign, when it had ceased to be visible, and
rejoiced exceedingly, when it again appeared. Surely these wise men, by their conduct, condemn those
who are living in Christian lands, unmindful of their Savior.

There are some who confess they know but little of him, and who yet seem unwilling to take any trouble to
know him better. How would those wise men have valued our advantage! how dearly would they have
prized one of our Bibles, one of our faithful ministers, one of our blessed Sabbaths! Some there are now
among the poor heathen, who, by their eager desire to obtain a missionary, remind us of these wise men.
An African chief sent two hundred oxen to a missionary settlement, hoping with them to purchase a
teacher; such was his ignorance, that he thought he might obtain one by such means. Robbers seized
upon his herd as it was being driven along. Though his disappointment was great, he did not abandon his
project of obtaining an instructor. But while he was contriving some other method of gaining the precious
blessing, God, in his gracious Providence, directed the steps of some missionaries to his land. These
good men were traveling to a more distant spot, but they could not resist the chief's earnest entreaties;
they took up their abode in his country, and soon enlightened its darkness with the glorious beams of
gospel light. (See Moffat's Southern Africa, the beginning of the last chapter.) Did not that African
resemble these wise men, and were not his hopes, like theirs, fulfilled? Here is encouragement for all
those who desire spiritual blessings. The Lord will give them the desires of their heart.
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