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Matthew 6:24 to End. Christ Forbids Worldly
Anxiety.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

God forbids worldly anxiety, urging us to prioritize seeking the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and He
will provide for our needs.

Scripture: Matthew 6:25, Matthew 6:33-34, Romans 8:5, Romans 8:8
Topics: "Spiritual Anxiety", "Kingdom Living"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches on the command of Jesus to not be anxious about earthly needs,
emphasizing God's power and kindness in providing for His children. He warns against being engrossed
with earthly thoughts, as it indicates being in the flesh and not born again of the Spirit, which displeases
God. Mortimer highlights the importance of seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness,
promising that all necessary things will be added. He encourages focusing on spiritual blessings rather
than dwelling on the troubles of life, as it leads to a happier and safer life.

Transcript

Our Savior had charged his disciples not to lay up treasures upon earth. In this passage He gives them
another command that appears much more difficult to obey, that is, He forbids them to be anxious about
needful food and clothing. We are naturally inclined to think it impossible not to be anxious about the
means of our support; but God graciously offers many arguments to prevent our indulging in such cares.

Do we doubt God's power to provide for us? Who was it gave us life, and made our bodies? Is it not much
easier to clothe, and to feed, than to create us? Do we doubt the kindness of the Lord? Does He not
condescend to feed the ravens, and clothe the lilies? And are we not much better than they, that is, much
more precious in his sight than birds or flowers? Therefore we see that we dishonor God by doubting
whether He will provide for our needs.

It is also useless to be anxious about the future. By being anxious, we cannot add one inch to our height,
nor one moment to our lives. We know from other parts of scripture, that God does not desire us to be idle
or improvident--he only forbids useless tormenting fears about the future.

And why does He forbid such thoughts? Because there is a nobler object set before us, which requires all
our thoughts--"The kingdom of God and his righteousness.” This kingdom we must seek earnestly, or we

Sermonindex.net | Page 1



shall not obtain it. If our thoughts are occupied about earthly things, we shall lose this earthly inheritance.
Christ said, "You cannot serve God and mammon," (or the world.) Neither can we be intent upon what we
shall eat, and drink, and wear, and at the same time be seeking God. Christ said, that the Gentiles thought
of these things. The Gentiles at that time were ignorant heathens, they knew not God, therefore they were
occupied with earthly cares; but we ought not to be like them.

If we wish to discover our state before God, let us examine with what subjects our thoughts are generally
occupied. Of course, while we are engaged upon any business, our minds must be on that business; but
after it is done, our thoughts fly to the objects we most delight in. If we are God's children, our thoughts will
often fly to heaven, our Father's house; but if we are not born again they will grovel upon the earth. This is
God's own rule, "Those who are after the flesh mind the things of the flesh; but those who are after the
Spirit mind the things of the Spirit."

It may appear to us a trifling sin to be engrossed with earthly thoughts; but it is a sign that we are in the
flesh, not born again of the Spirit. Now it is written, "Those who are in the flesh cannot please God." (Rom.
8:8.) How dreadful it would be to die in this state!

How kindly God undertakes to keep us from need, while we are seeking spiritual blessings with all our
hearts! "Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto
you."

How happy should we be even in this world, if we would obey this command! "Sufficient unto the day is the
evil thereof." It is much pleasanter to be thinking of heaven and Christ, than to be dwelling upon the evils
of life; and O! how much safer is it! For though it is useless to take thought about earthly things, it is of the
greatest use to take thought about spiritual things. By thinking of hell we shall be led to flee from it; by
thinking of sin, to dread it; by thinking of righteousness, to implore God to bestow it upon us, even Christ's
righteousness upon us His guilty creatures.
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