| sermon JeSl

Matthew 9:35 to End. His Compassion for the
Multitude.

by Favell Lee Mortimer

Jesus' compassion for the multitude and the need for faithful laborersto guide themto salvationisa crucial
message for ustoday.

Scripture: Matthew 9:36-37, Ephesians 4:11, 1 Timothy 5:17, Hebrews 3:13
Topics: "Jesus' Compassion", "Faithful Ministry"

Description

Favell Lee Mortimer preaches about the compassionate heart of Jesus, who taught and ministered to
people in all places and at all times, showing deep care for their physical and spiritual needs. He highlights
the importance of faithful ministers who, like Jesus, tirelessly proclaim the gospel and lead sinners to the
Lord, contrasting them with unfaithful shepherds who mislead the flock. Jesus calls for more laborers to
reap the ripe harvest of souls longing to enter the kingdom of God, emphasizing the necessity of praying
for God to raise up faithful pastors to guide and feed His church.

Transcript

The Lord Jesus was permitted to teach in the synagogues, but he did not confine himself to them; nor did
He preach only on the Sabbath. He taught in all places and at all times. There have been faithful men,
who have closely copied his example, and have proclaimed their Master's name with an untiring zeal.
They have been much despised, but they have turned many sinners unto the Lord; for the preaching of the
gospel is the most effectual means of converting souls.

Great multitudes followed Jesus from place to place. When he beheld them he was moved with
compassion. What constant proofs we find of the tenderness of his heart! He could not see the multitude
fainting from hunger and weariness without feeling for their bodies; neither could he consider their
destitute spiritual condition without feeling still deeper compassion for their souls. They seemed to him like
sheep without a shepherd. There were indeed appointed teachers in every city and village; but these
teachers were unfaithful, and did not feed the sheep with the knowledge of God, but misled their minds by
false explanations of the Scriptures. Such teachers Jesus would not acknowledge to be true shepherds;
for they only poisoned the flock.

He then made another comparison. He likened the people to a field of corn ready to be reaped, and he
declared there were few reapers prepared to reap it. There were many people ready to come into the
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kingdom of God, and but few able to lead them into it; therefore he desired his disciples to entreat the Lord
of the harvest to send forth laborers into the field. The world is still in the same case--there are but few
laborers compared with the number of people willing to be taught. In some countries, the people have cast
away their idols, and are longing and praying for teachers.

When Christ ascended on high, he gave gifts unto men. And what were those gifts? Apostles, teachers,
pastors. It is not only blind idolaters who need their instructions. Israel of old needed teachers to stir up
their hearts to love God. All of us require the exhortations of faithful ministers, lest we be hardened by the
deceitfulness of sin. Those who try to live without the blessing of a good minister, (when they can obtain
one,) suffer greatly from the attempt; their souls grow cold, their steps turn aside, and, even in old age,
they often slide into error.

What gifts to perishing sinners can be so great as the gift of faithful pastors? To patients in a hospital, no
boon could be so great as able physicians. Do we ever pray to God that he will raise up faithful ministers
to feed his church? If we felt the compassion that Jesus felt for immortal souls, we should pray earnestly
and constantly that ministers might be sent to show them the way of salvation. It is God alone who can
send forth faithful laborers; He alone can make men able to teach others.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/favell-lee-mortimer/matthew-935-to-end-his-compassion-for-the-multitude/
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