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The Lord Stirred Up the Spirit of Cyrus.
by F.B. Meyer

God stirs men through prayer and obedience, and we must rise up and respond to His call.

Scripture: 2 Chronicles 36:22 - Ezra 1:1, Proverbs 21:1, Isaiah 45:1, Isaiah 55:11, Jeremiah 29:10, Daniel 9:2, Philippians
2:13, 1 Thessalonians 5:24, James 5:16

Topics: "Obedience to God", "Divine Calling"

Description

F.B. Meyer emphasizes that the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus to fulfill the prophecy of the return of the
Jewish captives from Babylon, as foretold by Jeremiah and Isaiah. He highlights the importance of prayer,
as exemplified by Daniel, in influencing leaders and initiating divine movements. Meyer notes that while
God can stir hearts, obedience is essential, and sadly, only a few of the Jewish captives responded to the
call to return. He encourages believers to rise up and act whenever they feel a divine stirring in their lives.
Ultimately, the sermon calls for faith and responsiveness to God's leading.

Transcript

The Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus. Ezra i. 1.

THERE were many rays focussed on this spot. In the first place, it bad been definitely foretold by Jeremiah
that the captivity would only last for seventy years. In the next place, Daniel, having learned from
comparison of dates that the allotted time had nearly expired, had set himself to pray. Also, if Josephus be
credited, the aged prophet had shown the young king the predictions of Isaiah in which his own name was
clearly mentioned: "Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden: . . . he
shall build my city, and he shall let go my captives, not for price nor reward, saith the Lord of hosts" (Isa.
xlv. 1, 13).

God is the fountainhead and source of all spiritual blessing, and of all those great movements for the
uplifting and enlightenment of mankind which have swept from time to time over the world. Go to Him
when you want to reach the heart of kings, prophets, and people. Oh for the faith of Samuel, Elijah, Daniel,
and other stalwart men of God, that through Him we may stir up the spirits of those who will not listen to
our appeals! For the fervent prayer of a righteous man still availeth much. In prayer you can touch the
spring of all the stirrings that the world needs.

But it is not enough for God to stir men, they must obey. It appears that only a comparatively small number
of captive Jews obeyed the Divine stirring and came out of Babylon with the chief of the fathers. The call
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resounds for volunteers, but only a few respond; the inspiration breathes over us, but only some are
susceptible to it. God works to will and to do, but only certain of the children of men work out what He
works in. Whenever there is a Divine stirring abroad, let us rise up and go.
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