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Then Said Saul, | Have Sinned.

by F.B. Meyer

F.B. Meyer explores the distinction between worldly sorrow and godly repentance through the lens of Saul's
confession and its implications for true penitence.

Scripture: 1 Samuel 26:21, Psalm 32:5, Psalm 51:4, Isaiah 53:6, Matthew 5:4, Luke 15:21, John 8:11, Romans 3:23, 2
Corinthians 7:10, 1 John 1:9

Topics: "Forgiveness", "Repentance”

Description

F.B. Meyer explores the distinction between worldly sorrow and godly repentance, using Saul's confession
of sin as a primary example. He emphasizes that Saul's acknowledgment of his wrongdoing was
superficial, focusing on the consequences rather than the offense against God. In contrast, true
repentance, as seen in David's Psalm of confession, recognizes sin as a grave offense against the
holiness of God. Meyer urges believers to examine their own confessions, ensuring they reflect genuine
remorse and a desire for reconciliation with God. He concludes with the assurance that sincere confession
leads to forgiveness and peace through Christ.

Transcript

Then said Saul, | have sinned. 1 Sam. xxvi. 21.

THE Apostle makes a great distinction, and rightly, between the sorrow of the world and the sorrow of a
godly repentance which needeth not to be repented of. Certainly Saul's confession of sin belonged to the
former; whilst the cry of the latter comes out in Psalm li., extorted from David by the crimes of after years.

The difference between the two may be briefly summarized in this, that the one counts sin a folly and
regrets its consequences; whilst the other regards sin as a crime done against the most Holy God, and
regrets the pain given to Him. "Against Thee, Thee only, have | sinned, and done this evil in thy sight."

Obviously Saul's confession was of the former description, "l have played the fool." He recognised the
unkingliness of his behaviour, and the futility of his efforts against David. But he stayed there, stopping
short of a faithful recognition of his position in the sight of God, as weighed in the balances of eternal
justice.

Many a time in Scripture do we meet with this confession. The Prodigal, Judas, Pharaoh, David, and Saul,
uttered it; but in what differing tones, and with what differing motives! We need to winnow our words
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before God; not content with using the expressions of penitence, unless we are very sure that they bear
the mint&#8209;mark of heaven, and deserve the master's Beatitude, "Blessed are they that mourn, for
they shall be comforted."

When sin is humbly confessed, the Saviour assures us: "Thy sins, which are many, are forgiven thee, go
in peace." "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. "

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/fb-meyer/then-said-saul-i-have-sinned/

Sermonindex.net | Page 2



index

Grow In Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

* 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present
* 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online
1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

* Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net




