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Ephesians 1 - Pauls Prayer - Part 7
by Gareth Evans

Gareth Evans explores Paul's prayer in Ephesians 1, emphasizing the importance of understanding God's glory

and presence in our lives.

Duration: 4:59

Scripture: Exodus 33:18-23, John 14:17, Romans 15:13, 2 Corinthians 3:18, Colossians 1:27

Topics: "Gods Glory", "Knowing God"

Description

This sermon focuses on the concept of hope and the richness of God's glory among believers. It delves
into the difficulty of describing God's glory and the ongoing revelation of God's presence and essence
among His people. The speaker emphasizes the intimate experience of knowing God and the progression
from knowing Him as a friend to experiencing Him as a healer and supplier, leading to a deeper
understanding of the glory of God's presence.

Transcript

That's hope. And I pray that this week your hope and my hope will be increased. Paul prays for them that
they might hope, may have hope.

He says, I pray also that you might know what are the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.
You are the saints, you are his inheritance. What is the riches of his glory among us? That's another word,
isn't it, that's strange.

Not really understood by believers, that word glory. What is glory? What does glory mean to you? A
shining light. When you say something is glorious, what does it mean? Paul prays that you and I might
know the riches of his glory among us.

For we are the inheritance among the saints. I'd like to define glory this way. I believe glory is everything
that God is.

The prophets of the Old Testament described, tried to describe what they saw when they saw the glory of
God. You read Ezekiel, it's a wonderful, wonderful description he gave them. He tried to describe and the
glory of the Lord came into the temple or into the tabernacle.

And he says something like this. And I saw and it was like, you read yourself, this is how he's describing it.
It was like a glass sea was there.
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And there was like a throne above the waters, above the sea. And there was one sitting upon the throne
and he was like, oh, it is beyond describing. He said there was like a rainbow flashing through it and all
these wonderful colors.

And this cloud, this glorious, wonderful, he's trying to describe God. And he can't. How can mortal man
describe the immortal in terms of mortality? You cannot do it.

He's trying to describe the glory of God. And Paul prays to you and me that we might know something
about the riches of his glory among us. Abundant riches, surpassing riches.

I want to suggest to you that the glory of God is his presence, all that he is amongst his people. I described
to you just now the ongoing revelation of God that I have experienced in my own limited experience of
knowing him as my friend and my savior. And beyond that, he became my healer and my supplier.

And beyond that, I began to know more and more of him. I began to know more and more of the glory of
God. But he is so much more.

There have been those days when walking out particularly, I enjoy praying when I walk. I'm one of those
who loves to walk when I pray. I don't know if you like that, particularly out in the country.

I like singing and I start singing and I'm talking. And I feel as though my heart would burst within me. What
am I experiencing? I'm experiencing something of the infinite who dwells within.

Paul writes this way to the Colossians, Christ in you, the hope of hallelujah. He wants to reveal his glory
among us brothers and sisters. He doesn't want us to stand afar off looking like Moses at the burning bush
or like John who looked into heaven and saw the great revelation.

He said, I want you to know it among you. I want you to know the riches of his presence, his glory among
you. See in the Old Testament days, the spirit of God came down upon the people and they uttered words
of prophecy and they moved according to the spirit of God.

But on the day of Pentecost, he came to dwell among you and in you. And Jesus said, when he, the spirit
of truth has come, he will not speak of himself, he will reveal me in you. He will lead you into truth.

He will be glory in you. That is why the scriptures teach us that he wants to lead us on from glory to glory.
More and more revelation of himself.

And that comes from God. As he gives revelation to you and to me.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/QGHrmS7l_iw.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/gareth-evans/ephesians-1-pauls-prayer-part-7/
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