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John the Baptist.

by Gareth Evans

The sermon teaches us that taking offenceis a sin, and we must learn to have faith and trust in God, even when
He does not meet our expectations.

Scripture: Proverbs 19:11, Luke 4:18, John 3:30, Romans 12:19
Topics: "Offence And Sin", "Gods Timing"

Description

Gareth Evans delves into the topic of taking offence, emphasizing the importance of taking ownership of
the offence we carry rather than blaming others. He highlights how Jesus, though causing offence, did not
sin, and explores instances where Jesus seemingly offended those He loved, like John the Baptist, to
teach important lessons about surrendering personal expectations to God's timing and agenda.

Transcript

We are looking at what can happen in our lives when we take offence. We have to take ownership for the
offence we carry and not try to pass the blame onto others.

Offence is NOT sin. Taking offence upon ourselves is sin! Jesus often caused offence but no one would
recognise His actions as sin. He offended the Pharisees; He offended the demons; He even offended His
own family!

There are two examples | wish to show you when He seems to deliberately offend those He loved!

John the Baptist was a cousin to Jesus and was the one who first declared that Jesus was the "lamb of
God, come to take away the sin of the world". He had baptised Jesus in the Jordan and had seen the dove
descend upon Him and had heard the Father's voice from Heaven. Of all men, John knew that Jesus was
the Messiah.

Later, as Jesus began His ministry, John's importance declined until he was taken by Herod and cast into
prison. | can imagine his thoughts as he lay there.

"My cousin is the Messiah and he has come to overthrow Herod's little empire and to establish His own
kingdom! He'll get me out of this prison soon for He has declared that He has come to set the prisoner
free. Surely it wont be long! John sits back in his cell and waits .. and waits ... and waits.
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Meanwhile, Jesus continues His ministry in the neighbouring villages, not even finding the time to visit His
cousin in prison! Surely He would at least come to visit Him! Others did! He does not come - and John is
offended!

John's disciples are sent to Jesus to ask a question. "Are you truly the Messiah or should we wait for
another?" ie; "You do not meet our expectations!" (Matthew 11)

Jesus replies "Go and tell John what you have seen and heard. The blind receive their sight and the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up and the poor have the gospel
preached to them, and blessed is the man who is not offended in me". In other words, "I am doing exactly
what | was anointed to do!" (Luke 4:18,19)

Could it be that the Lord allowed offence to come to John to teach him something about himself. Though
John had declared that He must increase and | must decrease, John had to learn that the agenda, the
timetable ,must be the Lord's , not ours.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/gareth-evans/john-the-baptist/
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