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Testimony - 'Alex'
by Gareth Evans

Alex's transformation from a struggling employee to a successful leader was a result of his willingness to

confront and release the hurt caused by a bullying teacher.

Scripture: Proverbs 15:1, Romans 12:2, Ephesians 4:31, Philippians 4:13, Colossians 3:23

Topics: "Spiritual Freedom", "Personal Transformation"

Description

Gareth Evans shares a powerful story of transformation, illustrating how a young man named Alex
struggled to keep a job due to his attitude issues stemming from past experiences with a domineering
teacher. Through introspection and prayer, Alex was able to release the bitterness and resentment he
held towards his former teacher, leading to a remarkable change in his work life. By letting go of past hurts
and embracing a new perspective, Alex found fulfillment, promotion, and success in his career.

Transcript

I had been asked to speak to this young man who could not keep a job and was about to be dismissed yet
again. He was full of anger when he spoke to me, and had many excuses why he was so badly treated.

We talked of each job he had held since leaving school without receiving a graduation certificate. He
seemed intelligent enough but his actions gave the lie to this. I noticed a pattern as he talked, and at an
appropriate break in his narrative, was able to show him what I had seen.

"Alex, in every job you have had, you tell me you were made to work under a strict supervisor who,
apparently, was bent on making you look bad and getting you dismissed." He nodded.

"Is it possible, that you went into each job with an attitude problem against anyone who tried to tell you
what to do and how to do it, rather than leaving you alone to get on with work you know you are capable of
doing without their interference?" Again, he nodded, but slowly.

We then talked about school and it soon became apparent that there had been a teacher whom Alex
hated for exactly the same reasons. He was domineering and controlling over all his students, many of
whom were fearful and silent in his presence. Alex, however, could never remain silent and soon an
ongoing feud developed between them. This led to Alex receiving many detentions and being sent to the
headmaster for opposing this bully. Things went downhill quickly and he could not wait to leave that school
- and that teacher.
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It was with such an attitude that Alex approached his first job, only to discover that he was still subject to
men he considered domineering. He did not understanding that he was now being paid to do a job and
that the role of a foreman supervisor was to see that the new employees quickly learned how to do that job
properly. Alex walked away.

A similar pattern followed in each of the dead-end jobs he could find, even though his employers
recognised his capabilities, being unaware of his attitude.

It took a while to persuade Alex of his need to 'release' the bullying teacher who had wounded him so
much, but he finally prayed Stephen's prayer, "Father, lay not this sin to his charge!"

Two years later I met Alex again. He had just been promoted to a leadership position in the department
where he now worked. His employer had commended him for his work habits and had raised his salary to
a level far above anything he had anticipated. He was fulfilled in his work and enjoyed encouraging the
new employees who came under his supervision.

He had been set free!

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/gareth-evans/testimony-alex/
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