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When the Lord Made His Presence Known.
by Gareth Evans

The sermon emphasi zes the importance of recognizing and experiencing the presence of God in our livesthrough
prayer, worship, and intimacy with Him.

Scripture: Psalm 16:11, Matthew 18:20, John 4:24, James 4:8
Topics: "Holy Spirit", "Revival"

Description

Gareth Evans shares a powerful testimony of a transformative evening where a simple teaching illustration
about the Holy Spirit's presence led to a profound encounter with God. Through a symbolic empty chair
representing the Lord, the group experienced a tangible manifestation of God's presence, leading to tears
of awe and a deep sense of communion with Him. This encounter sparked a revival in their church, with
individuals stepping into deeper intimacy with God and a newfound sense of His presence during
corporate worship.

Transcript

Les had recently come to the Lord. As his knowledge of the faith was very limited he invited me to his
home - to answer his many questions. On arriving, | found that he had also invited ten others, all believers.
| was given the "lazyboy" chair and sat with my feet up answering their many questions.

"Pastor, teach me how to pray" said Les. | began to talk about prayer being conversation with God, our
heavenly Father. Then | stopped and asked them: "Do you believe that the Lord is here at this moment?"

They all replied in the affirmative. "Yes, the Holy Spirit is here, but it is hard for us to conceive just what a
spirit is like".
"You all know that God became a man two thousand years ago, so that we might understand something of

His love. Well, let us consider the Holy Spirit as a man, the Christ, seated here among us this evening".

With those words, | pulled an empty chair alongside me and said, "Imagine that the Lord Himself is sitting
on this chair". It was meant to be just a teaching illustration, but little did | know that the Lord had others
plans for us that evening. It was not until later that we realised that bringing the chair in had closed the
circle.

| also began to chuckle as | realised that | had sat up from my "lazyboy" position, as | looked at the chair.
"See", | said, with a grin, "even our body language speaks when we pray. I'm sure | would not have
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remained slouched in the chair if the Queen had come into the room - but then, a far greater than she has
promised to be here!"

Turning to the chair, | spoke to the 'imagined' man present, expressing my love to Him and thanking Him
for my salvation. | invited Les to speak to the 'chair' as an exercise to understand the fundamental
simplicity of prayer. He began to speak, thanking the Lord for visiting his home and for giving him
salvation, even though, for many years, he had turned his back on the Saviour. Others followed Les in
addressing the ‘chair' - but something wonderful was happening.

We all began to feel a presence filling the room, and we realised that this was no idle exercise. The Lord
Himself was present with us in reality. Tears filled every eye, flowing down unhindered onto shirt fronts
and blouses. An awesome silence lingered after the last guest had spoken. We had met the Lord!

Things were different in our church after that. The next morning Les prayed his first public prayer in our
morning service and everyone present knew that Les was in communion with his God. Those present that
wonderful evening became the core of our Praise & Worship group and the church began to experience a
deep sense of His presence among us each time we came to corporate worship.

Worship in spirit and in truth is only possible to those who know an intimacy with the Lord who is in our
midst. | believe it sadly true, that more often than not, we ignore Him as He is seated among us.

Like Bro. Lawrence of old, we must learn to practice the presence of God.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/gareth-evans/when-the-lord-made-his-presence-known/
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