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Epistle 169
by George Fox

The sermon emphasizes the importance of experiencing the power of God and living in the mystery of the

fellowship, which is the eternal bond between believers in Christ.

Scripture: Isaiah 2:2, Romans 1:16, 1 Corinthians 10:31, Ephesians 2:19, Ephesians 4:3, Philippians 1:5, Colossians 2:19,
Hebrews 6:19, 1 Peter 2:5, Revelation 17:14

Topics: "Unity in Christ", "Power Of God"

Description

George Fox addresses the elect and faithful, emphasizing their identity as living stones and the royal seed
of God, united in the covenant of life and peace. He encourages them to remain steadfast in the face of
trials, assuring them that their faith will shine brighter through adversity. Fox calls for obedience to the
power of God, urging believers to act in unity and not quench the Spirit during meetings. He warns against
complacency and the dangers of worldly attachments, reminding them to dwell in God's love and maintain
fellowship in the Spirit. Ultimately, he highlights the importance of living in the mystery of the gospel and
the everlasting fellowship it brings.

Transcript

To all the elect, chosen and faithful [Rev 17:14], who are of the royal seed of God, living stones [1 Pet 2:5],
elect and precious [1 Pet 2:6], knit and built up together [Col 2:19/1 Pet 2:5], and united, the family and
household of God [Eph 2:19], and come to his mountain, that is established upon the top of all mountains
[Isa 2:2], that walk in the light of the Lord [Isa 2:5], in unity and covenant with God, in the covenant of life
and peace [Mal 2:5] with him. Who in this the Lamb's day are the gold tried in the fire [Zech 13:9]. Who
have been tried by goods spoiling, by bonds, by whippings, by mockings, and reproaches in the day of the
Lamb's power, and some have been tried unto death; and ye have proved to be the pure gold, that hath
come out brighter and brighter. Who have not feared the waves of the sea, nor the winds [Mat 8:26]; who
fear not the storms nor the weather; whose anchor holds, which is the hope, the mystery [Col 1:27], which
anchors the soul [Heb 6:19] which is immortal, to the immortal God. Among whom the star of Jacob [Num
24:17] is seen, and the morning star [Rev 22:16] is risen, and the sun of righteousness [Mal 4:2] shines,
and the Lamb's voice is known [Rev 18:23?], the church in her glory and beauty is appeared and
appearing; the marriage of the lamb, and the bride [Rev 19:7], and the wedding day is known, in which
there is unity; and the virgins sing praises, and follow the Lamb, because of his sweet ointment; and the
virgins are upon Mount Zion. And the gospel is going forth unto all nations, kindreds, and tongues [Rev
5:9]; and life and immortality are coming to light through the gospel [2 Tim 1:10], which is the power of God
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[Rom 1:16]; and the mystery of the fellowship [Eph 3:9] is known, which is in the power. And for want of
the power, the gospel, in which is the fellowship, hath Christendom been on heaps, and the heathen
ignorant. And now ye who know the power of God, ye know the gospel; and ye who are in the power of
God, ye are in the mystery of the fellowship. So mark, the fellowship is a mystery, and the mystery of the
fellowship is everlasting. So, if any wants the power of God, he wants the mystery, in which is the
fellowship, although he may have all the scriptures.

2. And now, friends, if any be moved of the Lord God by his power, be obedient to it, and wait in the life
and in the power, and it will direct you to the glory of God, in his wisdom, not to abuse it; that whatsoever
ye do, ye may do it to his glory [1 Cor 10:31], ye answering the just principle of God in every one.

3. If any be moved to go to the steeple-houses, or markets, or to reprove sin in the gate, or to exhort high
or low, or to reprove them; reason not with flesh and blood [Gal 1:16], nor quench the spirit [1 Th 5:19].
And when ye have done, in the same spirit live; and then ye will have peace, and rest, and fellowship with
God, and one with another. For the unity is in the spirit, and it is the bond of peace [Eph 4:3].

4. And all Friends, in your meetings do not quench the spirit. And take heed, and do not judge one another
in the meetings; but have patience until the meetings be done. So, if any have any thing upon him to
speak to another, he may speak to him after the meeting is done [Mat 18:15]; that will cover one another's
weakness, and not hurt others.

5. And all Friends every where, wait to feel the power of God in yourselves in your meetings. And take
heed of sleeping, and feel the power of God in one another; that ye all may be in the mystery of the
fellowship. For wo unto them, that are at ease in Zion [Amos 6:1]! I warn and charge you all in the
presence of the living God, that none make their habitation in the earth, or build tabernacles there, lest ye
become vagabonds from the Lord [Gen 4:14]. But let every one rest in his habitation in God, and here is
no vagabond; but there shall every one know an heirship, a habitation, and an inheritance. And I warn and
charge you from the Lord, not to make any of the world's jewels your God; but live all in the power of the
Lord God, in which ye will be carried over the spirit of the world [1 Cor 2:2].

6. And Friends all every where, dwell in the love and fear of the Lord God, and in peace one with another,
and in the power and life of the Lord God keep your meetings; and live in the mystery of the fellowship of
the gospel [Phil 1:5], which is everlasting.

G. F
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