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Epistle 20
by George Fox

The sermon emphasizes the importance of walking in the pure light of God, which guides us out of darkness and

into unity and love with one another.

Scripture: Psalm 36:9, Matthew 23:3, John 8:36, John 14:6, 2 Corinthians 4:10, Ephesians 2:6, 1 Thessalonians 5:5,
James 1:22, James 3:17, 1 John 1:7

Topics: "Walking In Light", "Freedom In Christ"

Description

George Fox preaches to his brethren about walking in the pure light of God, being children of the light and
of the day, and not being swayed by worldly influences or false liberties. He emphasizes the importance of
waiting upon God in fear and having the Son made manifest within each individual to experience true
freedom and unity. Fox urges his listeners to let their light shine before others, leading them to the fountain
of light and life, where unity and cleansing from sin are found through Jesus Christ.

Transcript

To all my dear brethren, whom the God of power hath enlightened with his eternal light, and discovered
unto you his way of truth, and brought you out of the dark ways, wherein ye have walked; which dark ways
all the world walk in. But where the pure light of God is witnessed, it guides to himself. The light is but one,
which leads out of darkness and the dark world, into the world which is without end. Therefore all Friends
and brethren in the eternal truth of God, walk in it up to God, and be not sayers only, nor backsliders; for
the backslider is a sayer, and not a doer, and there ariseth ambition, pride and presumption out of that
nature [Jas 1:22, Mat 23:3-12]. But dwell in the pure light, which God hath made manifest to you in your
understanding, and turn your minds to him, and walk as children of the light, and of the day [1 Th 5:5], and
be not drunken in any thing, nor run to extremes in any thing; but be moderate and patient. Wait for the
presence of the great God, and our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ; and be not so childish as to be tossed
with men's words without life. And run not out after others' liberties, which they have got in their notions;
for thou that dost so, wilt not abide in the truth; and so thou mayst come to be shaken, and shake others,
who look at words. But wait every one in particular, (in the measure that God hath given you,) upon God,
in the fear of God, then your hearts will be kept clean; and this is the sure way. And wait all to have the
son made manifest in you [2 Cor 4:10f], and the son alone to set you free in yourselves in particular; and
all that are made free by the son, [John 8:36] are one. But the first nature, that would have liberty, must go
into captivity; which they that live in their carnal reasoning, seek freedom for. But here is man deceived in
his first birth.
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But ye all, in whom the immortal seed is brought to light, who are raised up to sit in heavenly places with
Christ Jesus [Eph 2:6], and are become children of the day, walk as children of the day, and as children of
the light [1 Th 5:5], and 'let your light so shine before men, that they may glorify your Father, which is in
heaven.' [Mat 5:16] All loving the light, ye love the one thing, which gathers your hearts together to the
fountain of light and life [Psa 36:9]; and walking in it, ye have unity one with another, and the 'blood of
Jesus Christ cleanseth you from all sin.' [1 Jn 1:7] The knowledge of the letter, which you formerly got into
your notions and comprehensions, the dark mind gave dark meanings to it, and so kept you in the broad
way [Mat 7:13]; but now wait all to have the same spirit manifested in your understandings, which was in
them who gave forth the scriptures, who were come out of the broad way [Mat 7:13], holy men of God [2
Pet 1:21], who had escaped the pollutions of the world [2 Pet 2:20]. And if every particular of you know not
a principle within, which is of God, to guide you to wait upon God, ye are still in your own knowledge,
which is brutish [Jer 10:14] and sensual [Jas 3:15]. But waiting all upon God in that which is of God, ye are
kept open to receive the teachings of God. And the pure wisdom and knowledge is that, which comes from
above [Jas 3:17], which is to know God, and Jesus Christ, the way [John 14:6], which is hidden from the
world; and to walk out of your own ways, and out of your own thoughts. And dwelling in that which is pure,
up to God, it commands your own reason to keep silent, and to cast your own thoughts out: and dwelling
in that which is pure, it discovereth all this. So dwelling in the spirit, it keepeth all your hearts to God. To
whom be all praise, honour, and glory for ever!

G. F
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