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Epistle 216

by George Fox

The power of God brings salvation, life, and unity, and overcomes the power of darkness and sin.

Scripture: Psalm 121:5, John 1:12, John 15:1, Romans 1:16, 1 Corinthians 2:5, Ephesians 2:16, Philippians 1:5,
Colossians 1:20, 2 Timothy 1:10, Hebrews 7:27
Topics: "Power Of God", "Faithfulness in Trials"

Description

George Fox emphasizes the power of God and the importance of standing firm in faith amidst persecution
and trials. He encourages believers to remain united in the gospel, which brings life and immortality to
light, and to spread the truth of Christ to those lost in darkness. Fox highlights the necessity of living in the
power of God, which enables believers to overcome sin and maintain fellowship with one another. He calls
for a commitment to the cross of Christ, urging the faithful to be valiant in their withess and to cultivate a
pure conscience. Ultimately, he reassures that despite earthly oppression, believers possess the eternal
power of God, which secures their inheritance in Christ.

Transcript

To all my dear friends and brethren, among whom the precious truth and power of God hath been
declared, and joyfully received, whose belief, confidence, and innocency are spread abroad who are come
to the vine, Christ Jesus [John 15:1], that is your shade [Psa 121:5]; whom bonds and death have not
dismayed, for the worth of truth sake. And fetters, irons, whippings, stripes, and spoilings of goods, and
the like cruelties and persecutions have not daunted ye, whose courage, valiantness, and boldness for the
truth, have much appeared among a crooked and perverse generation [Deut 32:5], that professed Christ,
and among whom he hath not had so much place of entertainment as in their manger in the outward [Luke
2:7]; whose hearts are dens of dragons [Jer 9:11], and places of darkness, and whose religion and
profession they have shamed, being unfruitful in the ways of God and Christ, workers of darkness, whose
iniquity hath flourished and sins sprung as the grass [Psa 92:7]; that their folly and shame might cover
them, and that they might be confounded in their iniquity.

So ye in the power of the Lord God, in his might, and strength, and hand, that brings your salvation, stand
[1 Cor 2:5/Mic 5:4]; in which power and arm ye see over that which brought destruction; in which power,
(that is the gospel,) [Rom 1:16] life and immortality come to light [2 Tim 1:10], and captivate that which hid
life and immortality; living in the power of God, see over it, and in that standing, all your feet are sure. In
which power of God, (the gospel,) which goes over the power of darkness, and was before it was, ye see
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before all transgression, and how all things were blessed; which power goes over all that which bringeth
the curse, wrath, wo, misery, thraldom, bondage, and captivity, by which power of God that is taken
captive, in that live and dwell; in which ye all have unity, peace, concord, love, and fellowship in the gospel
[Phil 1:5], which goes over the enmity [Eph 2:16], and was before it was; in that ye bind and unite, and are
established, and are gathered up to Christ, who was before transgression was, which hath scattered from
God.

In the power of God see over all the meetings and the gatherings, that are in the transgression,
unestablished, like water; in this power is the praying to the living God, that lives for evermore. And then is
the gospel, that is everlasting, preached unto all nations of mankind [Rev 14:6], and all that are driven out
from God in the power of darkness; to the intent that they may all come up again to God, and have life and
immortality brought to light by his Almighty power, that expels death and darkness.

So, in this gospel, the power of God, let all your faith be and stand, then are ye all but one. And so all ye
that have tasted of the power, sit down under your own vine [Micah 4:4], and abide in it, then will ye bring
forth fruit through the power of God and Christ Jesus, who is the vine [John 15:4f] , which goes over the
powers of darkness, which is the cause of unfruitfulness [Eph 5:11]. Which power of God, Christ Jesus [1
Cor 1:24], destroys the devil and his works [Heb 2:14/1 Jn 3:8] of darkness; and dwelling all in the power
of God, ye will have every one of you a habitation in it.

For God's power is sprung up in your hearts, so in nowise abuse it through strife or jangling, for that eats
out. But all in the power of God live and dwell, which makes you subject to God, and one to another in his
fear, that keeps you from sin and evil, which is the author of strife; and through the power of God ye will be
all kept in unity, and peace, and love. And as many as receive the light, Christ Jesus, the power of God,
which he hath lighted you with, (who hath all the power in heaven and earth given him [Mat 28:18],) he will
give you power to become the sons of God [John 1:12].

Therefore every one receive Christ the light, that hath enlightened you [John 1:9], and ye shall feel the
power, in which light ye shall all have fellowship; which light will give every one of you the knowledge of
the glory of God, in the face of Christ Jesus [2 Cor 4:6], your saviour. And in the power of the Lord God,
which hath gathered you over the powers of darkness, and all the meetings therein, in that power of God
live, which is everlasting, and keep your meetings; in that ye may feel fulness of life, and wisdom from
above [James 3:17], before that which is below was, by which ye may all be ordered to God's glory [Wis
8:1, 1 Cor 10:31], and order all things under your hands to his honour.

Through which wisdom ye may be a blessing to the Lord God in your generation, and a sweet savour [2
Cor 2:15] to him in the hearts of all people upon the earth, yea, the very heathen, who are enlightened, to
bring them to the light, which Christ Jesus hath enlightened them withal; that they may come to the
knowledge of the same salvation or condemnation.

So spread the truth abroad, ye that are in it, and have it, which the devil is out of [John 8:44], who hath
darkened people from God, and his covenant, and his way; through which they are strangers to his life,
and kingdom that hath no end, and dominion that is everlasting [Dan 4:3,34]; wandering in strange paths
in the dark world, that lies in unrighteousness, which the devil hath made like a wilderness [Isa 14:17], full
of briers and thorns, that the lambs in it can hardly walk or work. Yet work ye and labour in the power of
the Lord God that lives for ever; in it make vineyards and plantations, to the renewing of people's minds in
the light and power of God, and the knowledge of Christ Jesus, turning them from the enmity and the
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darkness, (the power of satan,) to the light, and to God [Acts 26:18], that they may be renewed into his
image and likeness [Col 3:10]; that the image of the devil, and his likeness, may be defaced, which is
gotten up in the hearts of men and people since the beginning, in transgression. So bring them to the
great sacrifice, the Lord Jesus Christ, the seed of the woman [Gen 3:15], who offered up himself for the
sin of the world [Heb 7:27], the top-stone, which is over all laid, who is restoring by his power, who hath all
power in heaven and earth [Mat 28:18], who is restoring all things into the place, as they were in the
beginning, and reconciling in one, by his power, things in heaven and things in earth [Col 1:20], destroying
that which made the separation, and broke unity, which is the enmity [Eph 2:15f] in people's minds, which
the light that doth enlighten every one that cometh into the world destroys: through which all people come
to have peace with God, and fellowship, who do believe in it.

So spread the truth abroad, and be valiant for it upon the earth [Jer 9:3], improve your talent [Mat
25:14-30], and be the wise virgins, with oil in your lamps; that ye may enter in with the bridegroom [Mat
25:1-10]. Have salt in yourselves [Mark 9:50], that ye may savour all things, and keep your consciences
clean and pure unto God and all men. Live in the cross of Christ, and rejoice in it, which is the power of
God [1 Cor 1:18], and goes over all that which lives out from God, and which is in the transgression, and
its fruits, to which it is death; to this cross, the power of God, all must bend and bow. And in the power of
God is the fellowship of the cross, which keeps over all the fellowships in the world, and crucifies to them.
And so ye who are heirs of the power of a world that hath no end, and a kingdom that is everlasting, sit
down in your inheritances of the power, of the kingdom, of the blessing, of the promise, that are heirs of
the same [Gal 3:29]; that ye may increase in the everlasting, in the blessing, and heavenly riches.

And though the oppressors of the earth will not let you have a foot of ground, yet ye have the power of
God to stand in, and so ye that are heirs of that, and Christ Jesus, whose the earth is and all things therein
[Psa 24:1], and are in the power of God, separated from the power of darkness, the devil, and are come
into that which was before he was, ye have nothing to lose, for all yours is the Lord's. For they that are
separated by sin and transgression, drove into the earth, there they stick fast, and have much to lose;
whose hearts are surfeited with the earth [Luke21:34], and to that glued; and all their fellowship is out of
the cross of Christ, the power of God, and are within the power of darkness and its dominion, over whom it
hath the supremacy; which the power of God goes over, in which is the son's liberty [Rom 8:21], and the
saints' fellowship, that lives for ever, through which they have eternal life.

Let this be copied over, and sent abroad to the Isles, and unto New England and Virginia.

G. F.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/george-fox/epistle-216/
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