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Epistle 313
by George Fox

Epistle 313 emphasizes the power of God in the gospel and the importance of unity, fellowship, and spiritual

maturity within the church community.

Scripture: Romans 1:16, Romans 8:23, 1 Corinthians 1:18, 1 Corinthians 14:40, Ephesians 4:7, Colossians 3:10, Hebrews
7:26, Hebrews 10:25, 1 Peter 2:9

Topics: "Gospel Power", "Unity In Christ"

Description

George Fox preaches about the power of God, which is immortal and everlasting, emphasizing that the
power of God, known as the gospel, is superior to the power of the devil. He urges believers to hold on to
the gospel, the heavenly and powerful order, which existed before all other worldly orders. Fox
encourages believers to walk in the gospel, keep in the cross of Christ, and exhort one another,
emphasizing the importance of maintaining fellowship and unity in the power of God. He also addresses
the equality of men and women in Christ, highlighting that both have dominion and are restored into the
image of God.

Transcript

Friends, All that are sensible of the power of God, and have received it, which is immortal and everlasting,
live in it, and grow up in it; for the power of God is over the power of the devil; which power of God is the
gospel [Rom 1:16], and it is called the cross of Christ [1 Cor 1:17f]. And therefore all ye men and women,
that have received the gospel, the power of God, and come to be heirs of it, take your possessions of the
same; and in it keep your men and women's meetings, in your possession of the gospel, the power of
God. Herein is the holy, heavenly, and powerful order, which is everlasting, and will have no end; and this
order of the gospel, which is the power of God, is over all the orders in the world, and before they were,
whether Jews, Gentiles, or apostate Christians. For the apostle saith, in Gal. i. 11, 12. 'Now I certify you
brethren, (to wit, the church,) that the gospel which was preached of me, was not after man; for I neither
received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus [Gal 1:11f].' So I can declare to
you all, in the presence of the Lord, that the gospel, which is the power of God, I neither received of man,
neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. And all you that have received the same
power, (to wit, the gospel,) and are possessors of it, can testify, that the gospel, the power of God, is
neither by man, nor of man; though some men and women, in their carnal wisdom, may oppose it; but as
Peter saith, 1 Pet. i. 11, 12. 'the gospel by the holy ghost, sent down from heaven [1 Pet 1:12],' was it
which was preached to the churches then, and so it is now.
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And therefore, all you that have received it, this heavenly and everlasting power of God, the heavenly
dignity, keep in your possessions of it, being heirs of it, and in the holy order of it, and walk, as becomes
the gospel [Phil 1:27], and let your conversation be according to it, as the saints, and the churches were in
the primitive times; for Christ that redeemed his people out of their vain conversation [1 Pet 1:18], and
purchased them with his blood [1 Pet 1:19/Acts 20:28], and is become the head of the church [Col 1:18],
the heavenly and spiritual man [1 Cor 15:47], has given them a heavenly and spiritual possession and
order to walk in, and to keep in, which is the heavenly, and eternal, and everlasting unity and fellowship; to
wit, in the everlasting gospel [Rev 14:6], the power of God, which I am not ashamed of, of the gospel of
Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation, to every one that believes [Rom 1:16]. Rom. i. 16.

And the cross of Christ is the everlasting power of God [1 Cor 1:18]: so no longer do you keep in
fellowship, but as you keep in the cross of Christ; for the enemy to the cross of Christ [Phil 3:18] is the
mind that runs into outward and earthly things, and sets up another god, to wit, their belly; and another
glory, to wit, their shame [Phil 3:19]; and therefore it is called the mystery of the fellowship [Eph 3:9] of the
cross of Christ, which is the power of God. So this fellowship is not of man, nor by man; for it is in the
everlasting power of God.

And therefore, forsake not the fellowship, and the assembling of yourselves together in it, as the manner
of some is, and was; but exhort one another, and so much the more, because ye see that the day draweth
nigh [Heb 10:25] more and more unto you; for if there be a sinning wilfully, after that ye have received the
knowledge of the truth, there remains no more sacrifice for sin [Heb 10:26], but a fearful looking for
judgment, and for indignation, which shall devour the adversaries [Heb 10:27].

And therefore, keep in the new and living way [Heb 10:20], which is prepared for all the true believers, as
you may see in Heb. x. 20. And 'exhort one another daily, while it is called to-day;' mark, while it is called
to-day; for thou mayst lose the harvest day, and be hardened before to-morrow; and 'lest any of you be
hardened, through the deceitfulness of sin [Heb 3:13];' and this was the practice of the church, that was in
the light, power, and spirit of God, as in Heb. iii. And in Titus, see how the apostle admonishes him, who
was in the power of God, to exhort and rebuke, with all authority [Tit 2:15]; and so forth, after he had
showed him how the grace of God, which bringeth salvation, appeareth to all men [Tit 2:11], which taught
the saints how to live, &c. and they that went from it were to be rebuked, and others exhorted to it. Tit. ii.
11.

And also he instructs Timothy, who was in the power of God, to exhort the church [1 Tim 4:13, 2 Tim 4:2];
and likewise that the scriptures, which were given forth by the inspiration of God, were profitable for
doctrine, to reprove instruct, and correct in righteousness [2 Tim 3:16], that the man of God may be
perfect, thoroughly furnished to all good works [2 Tim 3:17]; mark, the man of God, not the man of the
world, that denies perfection; and they that have the spirit of God, that gave forth the scriptures, do the
same. 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. And they that were to exhort, were to be an example in word and conversation, in
love, in spirit, in faith, and in pureness [1 Tim 4:12]; such were to give attendance to exhortation, and to
doctrine [1 Tim 4:13], and still are, as you may see in 1 Tim. xii. 12. And Peter saith to the church in the
primitive times, which ought to be the practice of the church of Christ now, 'As every man hath received
the gift, even so let him minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God
[1 Pet 4:10]. If any man speak, let him speak as the oracle of God; if any man minister, let him do it as of
the ability which God giveth;' mark, God giveth, and not man, or as God hath ministered to him, 'that God
in all things may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and dominion for ever and ever.
Amen [1 Pet 4:11].' 1 Pet. iv. And the apostle saith 'To every one of us is given grace according to the
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measure of the gift of Christ [Eph 4:7]; for there is one God and Father of all, which is above all, and
through all, and in you all [Eph 4:6].' So every one, now as then, is to mind him that is in them all, who is
above all, and his gift, and the measure of grace, the gift of Christ; for it will teach them [Tit 2:12], and
bring their salvation [Tit 2:11]; and through the measure of the gift of grace they grow up to a perfect man,
and to the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ [Eph 4:13], as may be seen Eph. iv.

And as God hath dealt to every man a measure of faith [Rom 12:3], in the faith they should walk, which
gives them victory [1 Jn 5:4] and access to God [Rom 5:2], which purifies their hearts [Acts 15:9]; with
which they please God [Heb 11:6]. And the apostle said to the church then, which is to be the practice of
the true church now, that according to the grace that was given, 'whether we prophesy, let us prophesy
according to the proportion of faith [Rom 12:6];' or any office, let us wait on the office; 'or, he that teacheth,
on teaching; and he that ministereth, on ministering [Rom 12:7]; or, he that exhorteth, on exhortation; and
he that distributeth, let him do it with simplicity,' &c. And 'he that showeth mercy, with cheerfulness [Rom
12:8];' as you may see, Rom. xii. So all this is to be done, in the faith, and according to the measure of the
grace given to every one [Eph 4:7]; so that all may be done in the faith according to the measure of grace
given to every one, so that all may be done in the faith from one spirit, which the manifestation of is given
to every one to profit withal [1 Cor 12:7]; by which spirit they are all baptized into one body [1 Cor 12:13],
which Christ the heavenly spiritual man [1 Cor 15:47] is the head of [Col 1:18]. So all members, from the
eye to the foot, are serviceable in the body, in the grace of God, who are joined together by the spirit of
God, and to Christ their head, from whom they receive nourishment; for the spirit of God does distribute to
every one severally, as he will [1 Cor 12:11], and so are all made to drink, (mark to drink,) into one spirit [1
Cor 12:13]; in which they have all fellowship in the heavenly drinking of the spiritual drink, and eating of
the spiritual bread that comes down from heaven [John 6:35-53]. Therefore every man and woman's eye
must be lifted up to heaven, and minds, and thirsts, and desires, and hearts, and the soul that hungers,
and the needy that sighs [Psa 12:5], and the poor that groans, for this bread that comes down from
heaven; and the spiritual drink, and so they may have the spiritual bread in their own houses, and
heavenly water in their own cisterns [Prov 5:15], with which they have to refresh themselves and others.
So here may all eat and drink to the praise and the glory of God, for all drink into one spirit. And as they
eat of the bread that comes down from heaven, then they can say the scripture is fulfilled; 'All eyes are
lifted up unto thee, thou opens with thy hand [Psa 145:15f];' to wit, thy power; 'and thou fillest with thy
blessings [Deut 33:23?];' and then with their souls, hearts, and spirits, minds, and lips, they will show forth
his praise, in praising God, the Creator, who is in all, over all, through all, and above all.

And therefore, in the power and name of Jesus, in whose name you were gathered [Mat 18:20], keep you
meetings, your men's and women's meetings, that in the power you may be kept in the holy unity, and holy
order, in diligence, in the church of God, and in his business, and affairs, admonishing, exhorting, rebuking
such as talk, and do not walk accordingly: such as profess, and do not possess [Tit 1:16?]: and such as
are the sayers, and are not the doers [Jas 1:22]. So that every one's life and conversation may be as
becomes the gospel [Phil 1:27] of our Lord Jesus Christ, the heavenly man, and keep in the unity of the
spirit, which is the bond of the Prince of princes' peace [Eph 4:3/Dan 8:25]: which, if you break, you forfeit
your riches in your estate and inheritance of life.

And some men may say, man must have the power and superiority over the woman, because God says,
'The man must rule over his wife [Gen 3:16]; and that man is not of the woman, but the woman is of the
man [1 Cor 11:8].' Indeed, after man fell, that command was; but before man fell there was no such
command; for they were both meet-helps [Gen 2:18,20], and they were both to have dominion over all that



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 4

God made [Gen 1:26,28]. And as the apostle saith, 'for as the woman is of the man,' his next words are,
'so is the man also by the woman; but all things are of God [1 Cor 11:12].' And so the apostle clears his
own words; and so as man and woman are restored again, by Christ up into the image of God [Col 3:10],
they both have dominion again in the righteousness and holiness [Eph 4:24], and are helps-meet, as
before they fell. So then the man is not without the woman, neither the woman without the man in the Lord
[1 Cor 11:11]. He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear [Mat 11:15, Rev 2:7]. But there are some dark
spirits that say, that for women to meet together to worship God, apart from the men, is monstrous and
ridiculous. But this dark spirit has not defined what worship is; for if a company of women should meet
together, and some of these women should kneel down, and lift up their hands and eyes to God, and pray
to God, or praise God, as John would have fallen down to the angel [Rev 22:8], this is worship. . . . For you
may see in the scripture what worship was, and what worship is; such as were not to worship idols, they
were not to lift up their hands nor eyes to them [Ezek 18:6], nor to fall down to them, but to worship God,
and to bow down to him, and to lift up their hands and eyes to him; for all men and women must lift up their
eyes, hands, hearts, and spirits to the Lord, and to bow to him, and worship him; and ought in all their
meetings, that gather in the name of Jesus, to wait upon the Lord for wisdom, counsel, and understanding,
that by it they may be ordered and directed in his holy service and business, in his holy church, which
Christ is the holy head of, as they are directed and ordered by the Lord's power and wisdom, to praise,
and magnify, and glorify him, with thanksgiving, both in your men's and women's meetings, and all other
meetings, in the name of Jesus Christ, for he is in the midst of them [Mat 18:20], their prophet, priest,
teacher, shepherd, bishop, and counsellor, opening with his heavenly power, feeding with his heavenly
food, counselling with his heavenly counsel, sanctifying them [Eph 5:26], to present them to the holy God
without spot [Eph 5:27], overseeing them with his holy power and spirit; that God may have the praise and
the glory through Jesus Christ, in all, and through all [Eph 4:6], who is blessed for ever.

So Friends are not to meet like a company of people about town or parish business, neither in their men's
nor women's meetings, but to wait upon the Lord; and feeling his power and spirit to lead them, and order
them to his glory; that so whatsoever they may do, they may do it to the praise and glory of God [1 Cor
10:31], and in unity in the faith [Eph 4:13], and in the spirit [Eph 4:3], and in fellowship in the order of the
gospel; and the devil and his instruments cannot get into this gospel, which is the power of God; and that
makes him rage; and he would not have the woman to have a share in it, (who first deceived the woman
[Gen 3:1-6], and now would again,) nor the men neither. Nor he cannot get into the worship of God, which
is in spirit and truth [John 4:24], which the devil is out of [John 8:44]; and therefore keep your possessions
in the power of God, and your habitations there within, and in Christ Jesus, who bruises the head of the
serpent [Gen 3:15], who is the head of all false orders, and disorders, and has made the world like a
wilderness [Isa 14:17], and he in his instruments is against the order of the gospel, and the power of God,
that men and women should be in the possession of, and the dignity thereof. And this many spoke evil of
in the apostles' days, and so they do now; but the power stands, and the order of it over his head, and his
instruments; and Christ is the same to-day as yesterday, and so for ever [Heb 13:8]; and of the increase of
his government there is no end [Isa 9:7]. So all that be heirs of Christ, and of his power and righteousness
are heirs of his government; and they see there is no end of the increase of it. . . .

So as I was first moved of the Lord God, to go up and down the nation to preach the gospel, then after the
Lord moved me to go up and down, to exhort and to write [Jude 1:3], that all people might come into the
possession of the gospel, (and the order of it,) which is the power of God [Rom 1:16], which was before
the devil was; which is not of man [2 Pet 1:21], nor by man and his word; by which all things are upheld
[Heb 1:3] and ordered [Wis 8:1] to the glory of God [1 Cor 10:31]. And Christ is a priest after the order of
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Melchizedeck [Heb 6:20, etc]. So you may see there was a heavenly order in the power and spirit of
Christ's priesthood, as there was of Aaron's; of whose order Christ came not [Heb 7:11].

And the apostle saith to the church, 'Let all things be done decently, and in order [1 Cor 4:40].' And this
order was in the power of God, the gospel, 1 Cor. xiv. where all decency is. And the apostle saith, 'Though
he was absent in the flesh, yet he was present with them in the spirit, rejoicing and beholding their order;'
to wit, the churches' order, and their steadfastness in Christ [Col 2:5]. 'And as you have received Christ
Jesus the Lord, so walk in him [Col 2:6].'

So this was the spiritual order of the gospel, which the apostle in spirit beheld, and does admonish them
unto; in whom their walking should be; to wit, in Christ, the spiritual heavenly man; and not to walk in old
Adam, who was without this spiritual heavenly gospel order; which is the duty of all true christians, to walk
in Christ and his gospel order. And it is said in Psalm xxxvii. 23. 'The steps of a good man are ordered by
the Lord [Psa 37:23];' and that is, by his power and spirit.

And in Psalm 1. 'To him that ordereth his conversation aright will I show forth the salvation of God;' 'and
whoso offereth praises, glorifies me [Psa 50:23],' saith the Lord. So they that offer up praises by the spirit,
glorify God, which all must keep to, and not quench it. And all whose conversation is ordered aright, it is by
the power of God, the gospel; for they are kept by the power of God unto the day of salvation [1 Pet 1:5/ 2
Cor 6:2]; and this is the right order, and everlasting order, which all must keep and walk in; by which all
conversations must be ordered aright, that all may see their salvation [Isa 52:10/Luke 3:6], Christ Jesus,
who is the head of the church [Col 1:18], and who see and receive him, have life everlasting, and through
him they have peace with God [Rom 5:1]. So all in him live, and meet, in whom you have life, and a peace
that is everlasting, that none can take away; which peace is not this world's peace [John 14:27].

And also the whole church of Christ, which are the believers in the light, children of the light [John 12:36],
living stones, that make up the spiritual household [1 Pet 2:5]; over which house Christ is the head; all
such believers, men and women, are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar
people, that they should show forth the virtue of Christ, that hath called them out of darkness into his
marvellous light [1 Pet 2:9 (virtue: Tyndale)].

So into him the life, to wit, Christ Jesus, by whom the world was made, here in him they know their election
before the world began [1 Th 1:4/2 Tim 1:9]. So a royal priesthood, Christ's church is called, offering up
spiritual sacrifices to God, who is a spirit; and this royal priesthood has a high priest, made higher than the
heavens [Heb 7:26], to wit, Christ Jesus; and this royal priesthood is not after the order of Aaron [Heb
7:11], whose order was proved by his rod's bearing fruit, laid over night in the tabernacle, and in the
morning brought forth fruit [Num 17:1-8]; but your order is proved by your rods' budding, and bringing forth
fruit, in the morning of God's day, which are the fruits of the spirit [Gal 5:22]; through which spirit you come
to offer according to your order, which is in the power of God, the gospel [Rom 1:16], the spiritual
sacrifices [1 Pet 2:5], the first fruits of the spirit [Rom 8:23] to God, who is a spirit [John 4:24]; according to
your order (as I said before) of the gospel, the power of God. For the Jew outward was to offer the first
fruits of the earth [Exo 22:29], according to the order of Aaron; but according to the order of the gospel,
you (both men and women) are to offer the first fruits of the spirit to God, who is a spirit, over all, blessed
for ever. And show how the Lord has blest you in your spiritual fruits, and how you have been captives, in
spiritual Egypt [Rev 11:8], and how you were redeemed. Much more I might write concerning these things
but they are hard to be uttered [Heb 5:11], or to be borne [John 16:12]; for there has so much strife and
foolishness entered into the minds of people, and a want of the stillness and quietness in the pure spirit of
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God, in which things are revealed that have been veiled; in which things are opened that have been hid,
and uncovered that have been covered. But wait all in the diligence, in the holy life, by which the holy
things are seen and received, in which the holy unity and fellowship is. So no more but my love.

G. F.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/george-fox/epistle-313/
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