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Epistle 314

by George Fox

The sermon encourages listeners to stand fast in their faith, be valiant for God's truth, and hold fast to the hope
that anchors the soul.

Scripture: Psalm 125:3, Song of Solomon 2:4, Isaiah 11:10, Matthew 13:8, 1 Corinthians 16:13, Ephesians 6:15,
Ephesians 6:17, Philippians 1:29, Hebrews 12:2, Revelation 17:14
Topics: "Faith", "Perseverance in Suffering"

Description

George Fox emphasizes the importance of standing firm in faith, equipped with the spiritual armor
provided by Christ. He encourages believers to remain steadfast in their commitment to God, even amidst
persecution and suffering, drawing inspiration from the faith of biblical figures and martyrs throughout
history. Fox reminds the faithful that their struggles are shared and that they should find joy in their
perseverance, as it is a gift from God. He calls for unity in worship and the proclamation of Christ's name,
assuring that victory belongs to the Lamb. Ultimately, he urges believers to hold fast to their hope in
Christ, who is the anchor for their souls.

Transcript

Stand fast in the faith [1 Cor 16:13] which Christ Jesus is the author of [Heb 12:2], by his heavenly ensign
[Isa 11:10], in your heavenly armour, and your feet shod with the preparation of the heavenly gospel of
peace [Eph 6:15], and your heads preserved with the helmet of salvation [Eph 6:17], and your hearts
fenced with the breast-plate of righteousness [Eph 6:14], and so stand feeling and seeing God's banner of
love over your heads [Song 2:4], manifesting that you are the good ground, that God's seed hath taken
root downward in, and springs upward in, and brings forth fruits in some sixty, and some an hundred fold
[Mat 13:8,23] in this life, to the praise and glory of God, always beholding the sun of righteousness [Mal
4:2], that never sets, ruling the supernatural day, of which you are children, and the persecutor's sun,
(which rises and sets again,) the heat of it cannot scorch your blade, which it may do that seed that grows
on the stony ground [Mat 13:6,20f].

And therefore, be valiant for God's truth upon the earth [Jer 9:3], and fear him, that can break their fetters,
their jails, and their bonds in sunder, and can make your fleece to grow again, after the wolves have torn
the wool from your backs; for the rod of the wicked shall not be always upon the backs of the righteous
[Psa 125:3].
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And therefore mind Christ, who is the first and last [Rev 22:13], who bruises the head [Gen 3:15] of him
who is the head of all persecutors, to wit, the devil.

And consider how all the faithful in all ages suffered, from righteous Abel [Mat 23:25] to just Lot [2 Pet 2:7],
and the children of Israel by Pharaoh, and the true prophets by the false, and Christ and the apostles by
the vagabond professing Jews [Acts 19:13], (out of the possession,) and what rejoicing it was to them to
suffer for the Lord Jesus [1 Pet 4:13, Acts 4:41], and how it was given unto them, not only to believe, but
also to suffer [Phil 1:29]; so it was the gift of God to them not only to believe, but to suffer, and to bear
them up in their sufferings.

And consider how all the martyrs and saints have suffered since the apostles' days, by the heathens and
false Christians; and so there is no new thing under the sun [Eccl 1:9].

And therefore, keep your meetings in the name of Jesus, whose name is above every name [Phil 2:9], in
whose name you have salvation [Acts 4:12]; and be valiant for God's truth upon the earth, and sound his
name abroad, and keep in the truth, and give no just occasion to the adversary [1 Tim 5:14]; for the lamb
must have the victory [Rev 17:14]. And keep in the Lord's power, that is over all, and in his peaceable
truth, in which you will seek the good and eternal welfare and salvation of all people.

And the prophet Isaiah speaking of Christ, says, 'In all their afflictions he was afflicted, and the angel of his
presence saved them [Isa 63:9];' so all Friends feel the Lord in all your afflictions.

And the apostle saith, 'We ourselves glory in you, (to wit, in the churches of God,) for your patience and
faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that you endure [2 Th 1:4].'

So here you may see the saints are one another's joy in the Lord, who doth uphold them in all their
persecutions, tribulations, and sufferings; and therefore look over the devil, that is out of truth, that makes
to suffer, to Christ, who bruises his head; and in Christ, who is first and last, in him have you rest, life, and
peace.

And you see, by faith, ‘Moses chose rather to suffer afflictions with the people of God, than to enjoy the
pleasures of sin for a season [Heb 11:25].

So by faith, 'he esteemed the reproaches of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt [Heb 11:26].'

And by faith, 'Moses forsook Egypt, nor fearing the wrath of the king, for he endured, as seeing him who is
invisible [Heb 11:27];' and so by faith God's people now forsake spiritual Egypt [Rev 11:8].

And by faith ‘the mouths of the lions were stopped [Heb 11:33];' and by faith they endured tortures, not
accepting deliverance that they might obtain a better resurrection [Heb 11:35]; and by faith they underwent
all the cruel mockings, scornings, bonds, and imprisonments; and by faith they underwent stoning and
sawing asunder, and were tempted and slain with the sword; and they wandered about in sheep-skins and
goat-skins, being destitute, afflicted, and tormented; of whom the world was not worthy [Heb 11:36-38],
&c.

Now all these lived in the one faith, by which they saw him who was invisible; which is the faith of God's
elect [Tit 1:1] now, (which Christ Jesus is the author and finisher of,) which faith upholds his people now,
as it did then, against the persecutors in days and ages past.
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And hold fast the hope which anchors the soul, which is sure and steadfast [Heb 1:9], that you may float
above the world's sea; for your anchor holds sure and steadfast in the bottom, let the winds, storms, and
raging waves rise never so high. And your star is fixed, by which you may steer to the eternal land of rest,
and kingdom of God. So, no more, but my love to you all.

G. F.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/george-fox/epistle-314/
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