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Epistle 318
by George Fox

We must keep our testimony in the light, power, and spirit of God, and stand firm against the anti-Christian

ministry.

Scripture: Hebrews 12:27

Topics: "Pure Religion", "Spiritual Warfare"

Description

George Fox preaches about the importance of keeping up the testimony in the light, power, and spirit of
God, against anti-Christian influences, and for the church made of living stones with Christ as the head.
He emphasizes the need to maintain pure religion, wisdom from above, and the power of the cross of
Christ. Believers are encouraged to hold fast to the gospel of Christ, resist worldly temptations, and find
comfort and joy in the everlasting gospel order.

Transcript

All dear friends and brethren, keep up your testimony in the light, power, and spirit of God, for the worship,
that Christ set up above sixteen hundred years since, in the spirit and truth [John 4:24], (which truth the
devil is out of [John 8:44], who is an unclean spirit,) which is a worship that cannot be shaken [Heb
12:27?]. And keep up your testimony, against the anti-christian ministry, that is inwardly ravened from the
spirit of God, and the light of Christ, and his anti-christian tithes, and maintenance, which he hath set up,
by that inwardly ravening spirit [Mat 7:15], who hath ravened from the spirit of Christ, who said, 'Freely you
have received, freely give [Mat 10:8];' and Christ's ministers coveted no man's silver, nor gold, nor apparel
[Acts 20:33]. And keep up your testimony in the power of Christ, for the church that is made of living
stones [1 Pet 2:5], (which he is the head of [Col 1:18],) who are the first-born written in heaven [Heb
12:23], a spiritual household, a royal priesthood, that offer up spiritual sacrifices [1 Pet 2:5/9]. So that
every one may have something to offer from the spirit to God, who are of the church that is in God [1 Th
1:1]; gathered by the power and spirit of Christ to him; who feed on the bread that comes down from
heaven [John 6:34-57]; and drink of the heavenly wine [Mat 26:29?], and so become flesh of his flesh, and
bone of his bone [Gen 2:23, Eph 5:30], and sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus [Eph 2:6] ;
who is the heavenly and spiritual head of his church, which is written in heaven, &c. And also keep your
testimony, for your pure and undefiled religion [Jas 1:27], &c. and for the wisdom that is above [Jas 3:17],
&c. And keep your testimony for the cross of Christ, which is the power of God [1 Cor 1:18], by which the
world is crucified to you, and you to the world [Gal 6:14]. And you that were dead, and are risen with
Christ, keep your testimony for those things, that you have sought, and have found, and received from
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above, (those heavenly things,) where Christ sits, at the right hand of God [Col 3:1].

And likewise, keep your testimony for the new and living way [Heb 10:20], Christ Jesus; and likewise for
the light of Christ, which you believe in, and become children of the light and of the day [John 12:36, 1 Th
5:5].

And keep your testimony for your men and women's meetings, in the power of God, by which you are
gathered out of the apostacy, and over it, into the everlasting gospel order, as was in the apostles' days.
Which gospel order is not of man, nor by man; but by Christ [Gal 1:12], the spiritual man.

And all ye that are ministers of this gospel, help and encourage all those women in their meetings, that
labour in the gospel; and the women may in the same power of God (the gospel) help and assist you. So
that you may be helps-meet [Gen 2:18] together, in the restoration by Christ, in his glorious gospel and
order, who never fell, nor changed, nor will change. So that all the plants that God hath planted, may
flourish, bud, and spring, and bring forth fruit, to the praise and glory of God, in his power. And this gospel
of Christ Jesus, is everlasting, and holy, and glorious; which you all, that feel it, are heirs of; which hath
brought life and immortality to light [2 Tim 1:10] in you; which gospel, the power of God [Rom 1:16], was
before the devil was, that had darkened you. Now, in this power of God, the gospel, is all your comfort,
and glad tidings; and an everlasting joy, in this everlasting gospel; and an everlasting possession and
comfort, in the everlasting order, which is the gospel of Christ Jesus, who is the first and last, the spiritual
heavenly man; his spiritual and heavenly order, for his spiritual and heavenly ones to keep and walk in.

And, friends, keep your testimony against the world's vain ways, words, fashions, customs, and worships,
as you did at first, and to your proper, sound, plain language.

And, friends, keep your testimony to the Lord in all your sufferings and afflictions; for by the testimony of
Jesus, and the blood of the Lamb, did and do the saints overcome; and the testimony of Jesus is the spirit
of prophecy [Rev 19:10]; by which they see him that gives them their victory; and they feel him that
suffered for them; and in all their sufferings and afflictions, he suffers with them, and is afflicted with them;
who is able to save to the uttermost [Heb 7:25], and to help and succour you in all distresses; who is
blessed for ever. Amen.

And, friends, keep your testimony (who are children of the new covenant, and are taught of God; in whose
hearts God hath written his law, and put it in your minds [Jer 31:31-34) for your counsellor and leader,
which God hath given you; and for your prophet, which God hath raised up, whom you ought to hear [Acts
22]; and for your shepherd, that God has given, who laid down his life for you [John 10:11,15], who hath
redeemed you from the world's hireling shepherds [John 10:12f, Ezek 34:10], and feeds you in his pasture
of life, and brings you to rest in his fold [Ezek 34:14]. And keep your testimony for Christ, your priest, who
is made higher than the heavens [Heb 7:26], who laid down his life for you, and sanctified you, and
presents you to God, without spot or wrinkle [Eph 5:27, Col 1:22]; who is holy, harmless, and separate
from sinners [Heb 7:26]. And so keep your testimony for your heavenly spiritual bishop, Christ Jesus, who
is the bishop of your souls [1 Pet 2:25], who doth oversee you with his light, power, and spirit.

And keep your testimony, for the sufferings and resurrection of Jesus Christ; for they that suffer with him,
shall reign with him [2 Tim 2:12]. But they that shuffle, and flee in the time of persecution, and deny him
before men, such he will deny, or be ashamed of, before his heavenly Father [Mat 10:33/Luke 9:26]. Who
deny him, or are ashamed of him, before earthly men, such fear the wrath of men, more than the wrath of
God; and such are the stony ground, whose blade is scorched up by the heat of persecution [Mat 13:20f];
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but the good seed sown in the good ground, that brings forth thirty, sixty, and a hundred fold [Mat 13:23] in
this life.

And keep your testimony for your unity in the faith [Eph 4:13], that gives you victory [1 Jn 5:4]; and your
fellowship and unity in the spirit, which is the bond [Eph 4:3]of the Prince of princes [Dan 8:25], King of
kings, and Lord of lords' [Rev 19:16] peace. Amen.

G. F.
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