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Epistle 33

by George Fox

Towalk in the light means to be guided by the wisdom and power of God, and to be obedient to His will.

Scripture: Isaiah 8:13, Matthew 18:20, Matthew 28:20, John 3:19, John 17:14, Acts 26:18, Romans 2:15, Romans 5:17,
Galatians 6:8, 1 Peter 3:19
Topics: "Spiritual Guidance", "Righteous Living"

Description

George Fox preaches about the importance of waiting in the light of Christ, being guided by His power and
wisdom, and manifesting the fear and dread of the Lord in all aspects of life. He emphasizes the need to
be obedient to the power that comes from Christ, to avoid stumbling blocks, and to walk in righteousness
and truth. Fox urges believers to condemn anything contrary to the light of Christ, to keep strife away, and
to let the Prince of peace reign in their hearts.

Transcript

All Friends and brethren every where, in the life and power of the Lord wait, and from it none walk; but that
to the light of Christ in every one ye may be made manifest, that the fear and dread of the Lord [Isa 8:13]
may be in all your hearts, that nothing may reign but life [Rom 5:17] itself. And so, all your meetings in
every place keep, waiting in the light, which from Christ doth come, the saviour of your souls; that his
presence in the midst ye may all feel, who are gathered together in his name [Mat 18:20] and power in his
light, (which is his name,) and from the world's gatherings are turned. And if any be moved (who are
turned to the light [Acts 26:18]) with the power which comes from him, to any service for the Lord, to it be
obedient; and ye will see Christ with you to the end of the world [Mat 28:20]. But if any go, before they are
moved, and so from the light walk, he is a stumbling block, and is to be judged and condemned by the light
[John 3:19f]; and is out of the wisdom, and out of the fear, and soweth to the flesh, and reaps corruption
[Gal 6:8], and by the light is condemned. For that answereth not the light in every man's conscience,
neither doth it reach to the life, the spirit in prison [1Pet 3:19]; but it manifesteth weakness, and
foolishness, and nakedness, which is from the light, and contrary to it. And such are stumbling blocks, and
do not answer the witness of God in the conscience [Rom 2:15].

Therefore wait all in the light, for to receive the power from him who is not of the world [John 17:14], that
ye may be preserved from nakedness and weakness. For that which goes from the light, and is not guided
with it, runs into the lust; and there is the slothful, which is to be judged [Mat 25:26-30], and that that will
offend, to which the wo is [Mat 18:7]; for it answereth not that of God in the conscience: neither is it
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honourable, nor of good report; for that which is honourable, and of good report, answereth that which is of
God [Col 4:6/Rom 1:19], and answereth the light of Christ in every man in the world [John 1:9] with
wisdom, which from the light doth come, even from him by whom the world was made.

Therefore all Friends, this is a charge to you all, and a command to you all in the presence of the living
God: 'In the light, life, and power, and wisdom of God walk,' that to that of God in every one ye may be
manifested in the sight of God, and it may be your witness, that ye are of God, in every man's conscience,
which witnesseth against the world, and for him who is not of the world [John 17:14,16]. And wait all in the
light for the wisdom by which all things were made [Wis 7:22], with it to use all the Lord's creatures to his
glory, (and none to stumble one another about the creatures [Rom 14:21], for that is not from the light, ) for
which end they were created, and with the wisdom by which they were made, ye may be kept out of the
misuse of them, in the image of God, that ye may come to see, that the 'earth is the Lord's, and the fulness
thereof,' [Psa 24:1] and the earth may come to yield her increase [Ezek 34:27], and to enjoy her sabbaths
[Lev 26:34]; and all such that walk contrary to the light, may be turned to the light [Acts 26:18], that with
the light they may see and condemn that which is contrary to it. So that in the wisdom of God ye may all
be kept, and in the fear of the Lord and his righteousness established, which is far from oppression [Isa
54:14]; where all bonds of iniquity [Acts 8:23] are broken, and the prince of darkness judged out, and the
Prince of peace [Isa 9:6] reigns, under whose dominion keep and walk. And all that cause strife, are to be
condemned and shut out, which have their eye without, and are condemned by the light, the god of the
world having blinded [2 Cor 4:4] the eye of the unbeliever.

Therefore, ye believers in the light [John 12:36], wait in the wisdom, that with it and in it ye may be ordered
to the glory of God [Wis 8:1], that among you nothing may reign, but light, and life, and wisdom, and
power, the dread and fear of the Lord be among you, and truth and righteousness reign; which will answer
the light of Christ in every man [Col 4:6]. And all that is contrary, let it be condemned with the light which
comes from him by which the world was made [John 1:2], who was before the world was, who 'lighteth
every man, that cometh into the world.' [John 1:9] Though they believe not in it, yet ye may answer the
light in every man, though it be their condemnation [John 3:19f].

So being kept in the light, which cometh from him by whom the world was made, who was before it was
made, ye come to receive the wisdom by which all things were made [Wis 7:22], and with it to order and
use them to the glory of God [Wis 8:1, 1 Cor 10:31]. For that which is not from the light, nor from the
wisdom, is the offender, which is to be condemned with the light which comes from the life; and to it in you
all take heed, that your hearts may be joined together to God, and all that is contrary condemned. And so,
the Lord God Almighty preserve and keep you all in wisdom!

P. S.--Friends, a warning from the Lord to you all, in wisdom to walk, that ye may adorn every one, what
ye profess [Tit 2:10], that the measure of God's spirit in every one ye may answer. And know the Lord to
guide your understandings, and let his wisdom be justified by you all [Mat 11:19], and ye in the measure of
the spirit of God in unity kept; that ye may see righteousness spring and flourish among you, and no deceit
stand, nor nothing that is deceitful; but with the eternal judge it down, and keep it down, that nothing may
live that is for the sword, which would defile the land [Num 35:34]. Therefore in that which is eternal, dwell,
as a royal priesthood [1 Pet 2:9], in that which comes from him by whom the world was made; who to all
your souls is a Friend [John 15:15], from whence the refreshing is received. So the Lord God Almighty
preserve and keep you all, that in his life, dread, and power ye may be preserved.

G. F.
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