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Epistle 356

by George Fox

The sermon emphasizes the importance of living in the truth asit isin Jesus, which brings life, peace, and
freedom, and contrasts it with the world's disorder and confusion.

Scripture: John 8:32, John 17:3, Romans 1:16, Romans 5:5, 1 Corinthians 14:33, Galatians 5:22, Ephesians 4:21, 1
Timothy 1:6, Hebrews 12:2, James 3:17
Topics: "Living In Truth", "Gods Love"

Description

George Fox preaches about the importance of living in the truth as revealed by Jesus, which brings peace,
freedom, and a peaceable habitation in Christ. He emphasizes the need to be under the grace and truth
that comes through Jesus Christ in the new covenant, contrasting it with the world of wickedness. Fox
highlights the significance of God's love, the fruits of the Holy Spirit, and the victory that faith in Jesus
brings over unpeaceable spirits. He stresses the eternal unity and fellowship found in the glorious gospel
of peace and the wisdom of God that justifies and preserves believers above worldly wisdom.

Transcript

Dear Friends every where, that have received the truth as it is in Jesus [Eph 4:21], which is holy and pure,
and brings to live in him that is pure and holy. The truth is peaceable, and a peaceable habitation; and the
truth is sufficient and able to make you free [John 8:32] from him that abode not in the truth, and in whom
there is no truth [John 8:44]. And all that do not live and walk in the peaceable truth, follow him that is out
of the truth, into strifes, and vain janglings [1 Tim 1:6] and disputings, like men of corrupt minds, destitute
of the truth [1 Tim 6:5]. And now the grace and truth that comes by Jesus Christ [John 1:17], is that which
all people should be under in this new covenant of light, and life, and grace, and truth; as the law came by
Moses in the old covenant, and the Jews were to be under the law. But the true christians who have
received the grace and truth come to be under this grace's teaching, leading, and establishing; by which
grace and truth they are united and joined to Jesus Christ, from whence it comes. And this grace and truth
is able and sufficient to make you free from him that is out of the truth, and to come to have a peaceable
habitation [Isa 32:18] in Christ Jesus, their eternal rest and sabbath. For Christ Jesus saith to his believers
and followers, 'In me ye have peace, but in the world ye have trouble [John 16:33];' and the trouble is in
the world of wickedness. And therefore God's people are not to love the world, nor the things of the world
[1 Jn 2:15]; for the love of the world is enmity to God [James 4:4].
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And therefore, feel God's love shed abroad in all your hearts [Rom 5:5], through Christ Jesus, to carry all
your hearts and your minds above the love of the world; and this love is that which will preserve you in the
excellent way of bearing all things [1 Cor 13:7]; and the love of God fulfils the law [Rom 13:10].

And the fruits of the pure holy spirit [Gal 5:22] of the God of truth [Psa 31:5] is love, which is a peaceable
spirit: but the foul, unclean spirit [Rev 18:2], that is out of the truth, is a ravenous, unquiet, unpeaceable
spirit. And the faith that Jesus Christ is the author and finisher of [Heb 12:2], works by love [Gal 5:6]; and
the spirit of faith [2 Cor 4:13] is a peaceable spirit; which faith gives the victory [1 Jn 5:4] over the
unpeaceable, unruly, ravenous spirit; and by which faith you have the inheritance [Heb 6:12].

And the glorious gospel of Christ Jesus, which is the power of God [Rom 1:16], the gospel of peace, which
is over the power of darkness, and was before it was, and it will be when it is gone; and in this gospel all
the heirs of it have an everlasting unity, and an everlasting glorious fellowship in the glorious gospel of
peace, yea, a glorious, peaceable fellowship and an access to God [Rom 5:2].

And the wisdom of God from above is gentle and peaceable [Jas 3:17], and justifies and preserves all her
children [Mat 11:197] above the unpeaceable wisdom that is below; and this peaceable wisdom preserves
above all the unruly spirits, and vain talkers [Tit 1:10] and janglers, such as talk of the wisdom of God, but
live not in it, but in the wisdom of the world.

And such as talk of the gospel of Christ, the power of God, but live not in it, but do live in the power of
satan [Acts 26:18], the enemy and adversary, and the devil, the destroying power and spirit; and such
have no comfort of the scriptures [Rom 15:4], nor of the things of God, nor of the grace, nor of the truth,
nor of the wisdom of God, nor of faith, nor light, though they may talk of all these things, while they follow
that unruly, foul, unpeaceable spirit, that abode not in the truth, (in whom there is no truth,) and where
there is no truth there is confusion and disorder. Now the God of truth is a God of order [1 Cor 14:33], from
whom you have grace, truth, and faith, which is his gift [Eph 2:8], and his spirit, and gospel, and wisdom,
that you may all live in the order of it, and as it orders you. For God is a God of order, and his order is
known in his light, grace, and truth, and spirit, and his gospel, the power of God, and in his wisdom. And all
his children and people should live in the order of his light, spirit, and gospel, and wisdom, and delight in
the order of it.

And all you that know God, and Jesus Christ, which is eternal life [John 17:3]; then in this eternal life you
do know, that the God of truth is a God of order, and you love his order, in his light, and life, and grace,
and truth, in his gospel, and in his spirit, and in his heavenly pure wisdom, by which all his children are
justified.

And in his truth, that makes free from him that abode not in the truth, (in whom there is no truth,) that all
his children should walk in the order of truth, which hath made them free, who are born again of the
incorruptible seed by the word of God, that lives, and abides, and endures for ever [1 Pet 1:23]. And so
feeds of the milk of this immortal word [1 Pet 2:2], and so are of an incorruptible generation, which is
above the corruptible; and here is the hidden man of the heart, that is incorruptible [1 Pet 3:4], known, that
hath an everlasting fellowship, and hath an incorruptible crown [1 Cor 9:25], and is an heir of an
incorruptible kingdom [1 Pet 1:4].

And now the God of this world, (and his followers,) that abode not in the truth, in whom there is no truth,
cannot endure to hear talk of the order of truth, which is in the light, and life, and in the gospel, and in the
wisdom of the God of truth. For the world is full of disorder and confusion; but the living, eternal, immortal
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God of truth is a God of order, and not of confusion, who hath sent his son to destroy the devil and his
works [Heb 2:14/1 Jn 3:8]. Blessings and praises, with all glory and thanks, be unto him, who hath all
power, might, majesty, and dominion, now, henceforth, and for ever. Amen.

G. F.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/george-fox/epistle-356/
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