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Epistle 371

by George Fox

The sermon emphasizes the importance of living in the holy seed of Christ, enjoying its blessings, and walking in
its light to bring forth fruit and glorify God.

Scripture: Genesis 3:15, Genesis 22:18, Matthew 11:29, Romans 2:24, Galatians 3:8, Ephesians 2:15, Ephesians 4:30,
Colossians 2:3, 1 Thessalonians 1:4, Titus 2:11
Topics: "Unity in Christ", "Humility and Righteousness"

Description

George Fox emphasizes the significance of the holy seed, Christ, which brings unity and blessings to all
nations while destroying the evil seed that causes enmity. He encourages believers to let Christ rule in
their hearts, leading to wisdom, knowledge, and righteous living that glorifies God. Fox urges the faithful to
remain humble, gentle, and united in the Spirit, warning against pride and strife that disrupts the bond of
peace. He calls for the faithful to maintain their worship and business meetings in truth and to reach out to
others with the gospel of peace. Ultimately, he desires that all may live in a way that reflects God's glory
and the knowledge of the Lord throughout the earth.

Transcript

Dear friends,--With my love to all the faithful and tender Friends in Christ, the holy seed, that bruises the
head of the serpent, (the cause of enmity,) [Gen 3:15] in which seed no enmity is, nor can come [Eph
2:15f?]; for in this seed are all nations blessed [Gen 22:18/Gal 3:8], which destroys the evil seed that
brought the curse, and his cursed works and workers. So let this seed Christ rule in all your hearts, who
was promised and prophesied of to come, who is come, and reigns, in whom is wisdom, salvation, life,
and glory over all, the first and last; this seed doth live and reign over all that doth change and will have an
end. Now in this holy seed you enjoy the blessings, and your election in it, which was before the world
began [1 Th 1:4/2 Tim 1:9]. Now in this holy seed is the treasure of wisdom and knowledge [Col 2:3], and
as you all live and walk in this seed, you will have wisdom and knowledge that is heavenly from this
treasure; with which wisdom and knowledge you will have understanding, that all your conversations may
be ordered by it aright [Psa 50:23], and to preach righteousness, and holiness, and godliness, so that you
may glorify God in your lives and conversations, and all your words may be gracious [Eccl 10:12], and
seasoned with grace [Col 4:6]; and whatever promises you may make to any man, you may consider
before, that you may perform them [Rom 4:21]; that so your words may preach righteousness and truth; so
that you may be the lights of the world, and the salt of the earth [Mat 5:13f], that by your light shining, you
may answer the light in all men; and by the grace, and by the salt, you may savour that which is
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unsavoury; and so by your good works, and keeping to the salt, and to the light shining, you may be
instrumental to open the eyes of others, to know your Father which is in heaven, that they may glorify him.
[Mat 5:13-16/Col 4:6; Acts 26:18]

And my desire is, that all Friends may keep low, and meek, and humble, that he that doth inhabit eternity
[Isa 57:15] may dwell with you; and that you may take upon you Christ's yoke [Mat 11:29], that you may
draw with his heavenly plough, that with it the earth may be turned up, that hath oppressed and grieved
the tender seed, and God's holy spirit [Eph 4:30]; so that God's plantations may be minded above the
outward, that his lilies and vines may grow [Hos 14:5,7], and bring forth fruit [John 15:5] to his praise , who
giveth the increase [1 Cor 3:7].

And now, dear friends, keep in the love of God [Jude 1:21], which doth edify the body of Christ [Eph 4:16];
that will bear all things [1 Cor 13:7]. And be gentle, and courteous, and kind one to another in the fear of
the Lord; for there is no danger in keeping low; for the danger is to such that are high and lofty, and puffed
up. Such will swell; and though they may have good words, and a form of godliness [2 Tim 3:5], yet such
that do so swell, will break out into bitter fruits, strife, and contention; and such go out from the power of
God and his spirit, and so out of the camp of God, and then out of the unity of the spirit, which is the bond
of peace [Eph 4:3]; and therefore all must keep in the holy spirit of God, if they will keep in fellowship with
the saints in light, and so keep the bond of peace. For they that go from the spirit of God in themselves,
though they have the whole form of godliness, they break the bond of peace; and such run into vain
disputes, strife, and contention. But there is no such custom in the church of Christ, which keeps the unity
in the spirit, which is the bond of peace.

And now, dear friends, in the name and power of the Lord Jesus Christ, and his spirit, keep all your
meetings for worship, and your meetings for business, that you may see that all that profess the light of
Christ, and his truth, and have received it, that they do walk according to truth, and as becomes the gospel
[Phil 1:27], that the name of God may not be blasphemed amongst you [Rom 2:24]. And if that you of
Ashly Cooper River, and that way, and Albemarle River, and that way, had once a year, or once in a half
year, a meeting together, it might do very well, some where in the middle of the country, as you shall see
meet, as they have in Maryland and Rhode Island. And if you had sometimes some meetings with the
Indian kings and their people, to preach the gospel of peace, of life, and of salvation to them; for the
gospel is to be preached to every creature [Col 2:23]; and Christ hath tasted death for every man [Heb
2:9], and died for their sins [1 Cor 15:3], that they might come out of death and sin, and live to Christ, that
died for them; who hath enlightened them, with the light [John 1:9], which is the life in himself [John 1:4];
and God pours out of this spirit upon all flesh; that is, upon all men and women [Joel 2:28]. And the grace
and favour of God appears unto all men [Tit 2:11]; so that all may believe in his light, and walk in his holy
spirit, and receive his grace, which will teach them to live godly, &c. and bring them salvation [Tit 2:11f]; so
that you may come to see the light of Christ's glorious gospel [2 Cor 4:4] set up in those parts. And God
hath promised he will lift up an ensign unto the nations. And again, 'There shall be a root of Jesse, which
shall stand for an ensign to the people; to it the Gentiles shall seek [Isa 11:10]." And again, he saith, 'For
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea [Isa 11:9]."' So, | desire that
that part of the earth may be filled with the knowledge of the Lord.

And now, dear and tender friends, my tender desire is, that you may in nowise abuse, neither by your
words, nor by your lives nor conversations, the liberty which God or the rulers have given you; but in all
things you may have an eye to God's glory, that he may be glorified by you all, who is worthy of all, who is
the Lord of all, both in heaven and earth, blessed for ever.
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