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Epistle 386
by George Fox

We are called to prize our liberty, serve without swearing, and spread the truth among Christians and Indians,

living in love, truth, and righteousness.

Scripture: Isaiah 11:10, Isaiah 49:6, Jeremiah 9:3, Matthew 5:13, Matthew 5:33, Acts 26:18, Romans 6:22, Romans 12:21,
1 Thessalonians 5:21, Titus 2:7

Topics: "Christian Living", "Spiritual Liberty"

Description

George Fox addresses the Monthly Meeting of Charleston, encouraging them to stand faithful in truth and
righteousness, bearing fruits of holiness that lead to everlasting life. He urges them to be examples of
virtue, modesty, and sobriety, displaying the fruits of Christianity in their lives to preach righteousness to
all, including the indigenous people. Fox emphasizes the importance of valuing both natural and spiritual
liberty, serving without swearing and maintaining the heavenly salt that seasons their lives with truth and
righteousness. He calls them to spread God's truth, turning people from darkness to light through Christ
Jesus, seeking the good and salvation of all while living in love and overcoming evil with good.

Transcript

Dear friends, of the Monthly Meeting of Charleston, in Ashley Cooper River, in Carolina, I received your
letter, dated the sixth day of the Eighth-month, 1683. Wherein you give an account of your meeting, and of
the country, and of your liberty in that province, which I am glad to hear of, though your meeting is but
small; but, however, stand all faithful in truth and righteousness, that your fruits may be unto holiness
[Rom 6:22]; and your end will be everlasting life. And that you may be patterns [Tit 2:7] of virtue, modesty,
chastity, and sobriety, showing forth the fruits and life of christianity in your lives and conversations, that
they may preach righteousness, truth, and holiness to all people in that dark wilderness, that you may
answer the truth both in them that are called christians, and in the Indians. And my desire is, that you may
prize your liberty, both natural and spiritual, and the favour that the Lord hath given you, that your yea is
taken instead of an oath [Mat 5:33-37]; and that you do serve both in assemblies, juries, and other offices,
without swearing, according to the doctrine of Christ: which is a great thing, worth prizing. And take heed
of abusing that liberty, or losing the savour of the heavenly salt, which seasons your lives and
conversations in truth, holiness, and righteousness. For you know, when the salt hath lost its savour, it is
good for nothing but to be trodden under the foot of men [Mat 5:13]. For we here are under great
persecution, betwixt thirteen and fourteen hundred in prison; an account of which hath lately been
delivered to the king. . . .
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But in Ireland, Scotland, Holland, Germany and Dantzick, we hear that Friends are in peace and
quietness; and therefore you that have great liberty, both natural and spiritual, (as aforesaid,) be valiant for
God's truth upon the earth [Jer 9:3], and spread it abroad, both among them that are called Christians and
Indians, turning them from darkness to light [Acts 26:18], Christ Jesus, the saviour, whom God hath set up
for an ensign among the Gentiles or heathen [Isa 11:10], and to be his salvation unto the ends of the earth
[Isa 49:6]: so seek the good of all, and the profit of all, and the salvation, and the glory of God above all,
and the exalting of his name and truth in your day and generation; and live in love, and in the truth, and the
love of it; and overcome evil with good [Rom 12:21]; and hold fast that which is good, then you can try all
things [1 Th 5:21]. . . .

G. F.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/george-fox/epistle-386/
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