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Epistle 409
by George Fox

George Fox's Epistle 409 emphasizes the importance of modesty, spiritual upbringing of children, and resisting

worldly temptations to maintain a godly life.

Scripture: 1 Peter 3:3

Topics: "Spiritual Growth", "Godly Living"

Description

George Fox emphasizes the importance of inner adornment over outward appearance, quoting scriptures
from 1 Timothy and 1 Peter that urge women to focus on godliness and a meek spirit rather than
materialistic adornments. He warns against being lured by the world's glory, as it can lead to worshiping
the devil and falling away from God's truth, citing examples from Matthew, John, and Corinthians. Fox
encourages believers to walk in the light of Christ, grow in His grace, and train up their children in the ways
of the new covenant, emphasizing the need for spiritual circumcision and serving God in spirit and truth.

Transcript

Friends,--The apostle saith, 'I will therefore that women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with
shamefacedness and sobriety, and not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array, but as
becometh women professing godliness, with good works [1 Tim 2:9f].' 1 Tim. ii. 9, 10. And likewise Peter
saith in his general epistle to the church of Christ, to the women, 'Whose adorning, let it not be that
outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and wearing of gold, and putting on of apparel; but let it be the
hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit,
which is in the sight of God of a great price; for after this manner in old time the holy women also who
trusted in God adorned themselves [1 Pet 3:3-5].' 1 Pet. iii. 3, 4, 5. . . . . . . .

And all you that have been convinced of the Lord's truth, by his spirit, take heed of satan taking you up into
a mountain, and of his showing you the glory of the world [Mat 4:8] , and of your minds and eyes going
after it, and receiving of it; and so in that you fall from the spirit and truth of God that did convince you, and
then to worship the devil [Mat 4:9], the king of pride, the god of the world [2 Cor 4:4], that abode not in the
truth, in whom there is no truth [John 8:44]; and he to lead your minds and eyes after every new vain
fashion of the world that passeth away [1 Cor 7:31], and that lieth in wickedness [1 Jn 5:19]; and so
draweth you to the love of the world, which is enmity to God [Jas 4:4], and into the wisdom of the world, by
which ye do not know God [1 Cor 1:21]; and then to such the gospel of life and salvation is hid [2 Cor 4:3],
in whom the god of this world hath blinded their minds [2 Cor 4:4]. And in such disobedient ones the prince
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of the air rules [Eph 2:2], and gets into them by disobeying the truth; and in such Christ doth not rule in
their hearts by faith [Eph 3:17]; and it is not like, when they make shipwreck of it, and a good conscience
[1 Tim 1:19]. And therefore, walk in the light of Christ, and grow in his grace, and the knowledge of the
Lord Jesus Christ, [2 Pet 3:18] that bruises the serpent's head [Gen 3:15], and destroys the devil and his
works [Heb 2:14/1 Jn 3:8], that you may all be established upon Christ, the rock and foundation.

And if ye do believe in the covenant of light, life [Isa 42:6/Mal 2:5], and grace; then, why do not you all train
up your children in the same? Did not the Lord command the Jews to train up their children in the old
covenant, and teach them to walk in it [Prov 22:6]? And were not all the males to be circumcised? And
they that were not circumcised were to be cut off from the congregation of the Lord [Gen 17:10,14]. So are
not all you that profess the new covenant of grace, light, and life, and the gospel of salvation preached to
every creature [Col 1:23], and the grace of God which brings salvation, that hath appeared unto all men, to
teach them to live godly, and to deny ungodliness [Tit 2:11f], &c. I say, are not you all to train up your
children and families in this light of the gospel and grace of Christ which brings salvation, and brings them
into favour with God, that you may have the comfort of your children in this world, and in that which is
everlasting? And that they may be circumcised with the spirit [Rom 2:29] of God, which he poureth out
upon all flesh [Joel 2:28], that with his spiritual circumcision the body of death and sins of the flesh [Col
2:11/Rom 7:24] may be cut off, which are come into man and woman by transgression, that neither you
nor they might die in the body of death, and in the sins of the flesh, and such do not die in the Lord [Rev
14:13]; for they that are not circumcised with the spiritual circumcision are cut off from the heavenly
Jerusalem [Heb 12:22], and the kingdom of God and Christ, and from the church of the living God written
in heaven [Heb 12:23]. And therefore, if you will have the comfort of your children in this world, and that
which is to come, train them up in the fear of God [Psa 34:11], and in his covenant of light and grace;
which grace brings their salvation, and brings them into favour with God, and into the spiritual baptism and
circumcision, so that they may serve and worship the living God in his spirit and truth [John 4:24]. Amen.

And if children and young people must be left, and let alone to themselves, and not be admonished,
exhorted, and restrained from the evil and vanities of the world, then why did Moses, and the prophets,
and the apostles, which were sent of God, exhort the people to train up their children in the fear of the
Lord, and to teach them his law while they were young, that they might not depart from it when they were
old [Psa 34:11/Prov 22:6]? And if that they did, the Lord did judge them, as ye may read in the scriptures
of truth [Dan 10:21]; and if that they must be left to themselves, and not restrained from evil, then how
came it to pass that old Ely lost his life, and his priesthood, and the ark of God, for not restraining his
children from evil [1 Sam 2 - 4]?

And again, if that they must be left to themselves, why did the prophets and the apostles say, that they
must not quench, nor vex, nor grieve, nor rebel against the spirit of God [1 Th 5:19/Isa 63:10/Eph 4:3], nor
turn the grace of God into wantonness [Jude 1:4], nor walk despitefully against the spirit of grace [Heb
10:29]; but walk in the spirit [Gal 5:16], and in the truth [3 Jn 1:3], and in the light [1 Jn 1:7], and to love it,
and not to hate it; for they that do not love the light, but hate it, are condemned by it [John 3:19f], and so
grow in the condemnation, and are not in the justification of life.

The Lord God commanded Abraham to circumcise himself and his children and servants, that were
bought with money, and were born in his house. He was to bring all his males into this covenant of
outward circumcision; and the Lord said, 'That soul shall be cut off that is not circumcised, he hath broken
my covenant [Gen 17:14]' of outward circumcision, as you may see. Gen. xvii. Here you may see
Abraham was to teach and instruct his family and servants [Gen 18:19], and he was not to keep any man
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or servant that was uncircumcised in his family. . . .

And now, do not say but you are all warned in your lifetime; and therefore prize your time, while you have
it, that you spend it to the honour and glory of God.

G. F.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/george-fox/epistle-409/
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