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De Visie Van Om en Alles Achter Laten (Eng -
Dutch) (Pt1)
by George Verwer

George Verwer shares his journey of faith and the importance of prayer and commitment to world evangelism.

Duration: 45:21

Scripture: Matthew 9:35-38

Topics: "Dutch"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker emphasizes the importance of worship and its connection to world
evangelism. He shares about a prayer meeting where many young people were passionately worshiping
God late into the night. The speaker highlights the lack of teaching on world vision and missions in many
churches and encourages the audience to make up for lost time in learning about and engaging in world
evangelization. He also shares a personal anecdote about speaking at a meeting in Germany and the
humorous incident of a man pointing to his watch during the long sermon. Overall, the speaker urges the
audience to have a spirit of expectation and to expect great things from God.

Transcript

Well, I'm very grateful to the living God for the privilege of being here this evening. Since it's the country
where my father was born, I always have a little bit of a different sensation than going to the average
country. And we especially praise God for so many young people who have come from the Netherlands
and who are involved with us right now, especially on the two ships.

In fact, in quite a few very key positions, like the chief engineer on Lagos and the chief steward on the
Doulos. We've just finished one of the most exciting summers in the twenty years of the history of our
work. God gave us some three thousand people.

And we had the joy of presenting the claims of Christ to many millions of people. And many thousands
make some form of commitment to the Lord Jesus Christ. And we believe that God is moving in a mighty
way across the world today.

It is unfortunate that often God's people are ignorant of what God himself is doing in answer to prayer in
the very world they live in. I'd like to start by just sharing a little of my own personal testimony. And how
God began this work.
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And as I do this, I think of a scripture found in Matthew chapter 9, one that probably has already been
mentioned. And I'm so excited tonight because the brothers, your leaders, gave me permission to speak
as long as I want. This really excites me.

Because after all, he's taking more than half of my time. And I don't get this privilege to be here in the
Netherlands very often. I remember I was speaking rather long over in your neighboring country of
Germany.

And it was an OM meeting, so I felt very free to go on. And I was speaking about an hour and a half, two
hours. But the Germans don't go for these long meetings too much.

And one man sitting way in the back was getting very nervous. And he was looking at his watch. And
finally he decided to hold his watch up and point to me.

And I was preaching on total commitment. World evangelism. Forsaking all for Christ.

And I saw his watch go up. I said, hallelujah, here's one man already giving his watch for world
evangelism. So you better be careful of what methods you use tonight.

But really, when we consider his teaching about world vision and world missions, somewhere we need to
make up on some lost time and hear some of these things. More than talking a long time, the more
important thing is learning to pray a long time. Some of us, about two or three hundred of us, were in a
prayer meeting last night.

What a joy it is to be with young people. Young people with great faith. Who believe God.

And in the prayer meeting we try to encourage them to go to bed around midnight or one o'clock. We say,
look, we want you to go to bed. There's a full program here tomorrow.

We believe in spiritual balance. And a few, of course, went off to bed. About two o'clock we said, look,
some of you need to go to bed.

And at two thirty there were still two hundred or a hundred people just praising and worshiping the living
God. And in that prayer meeting last night, once again we sensed this important link between worship, the
highest calling of the Christians, and world evangelism, the greatest task that God has given us to do. And
even as I came into your meeting tonight, I sensed a spirit of worship which I feel is so important in the
church today.

And I just believe that God wants to do something special tonight and tomorrow. I pray right now that God
would bring a spirit of expectation upon our souls and into our hearts. That regardless of the speaker,
because we are only the channel, we may expect great things from God.

With that in mind, let us look at these words from the mouth of the Lord Jesus Christ. Starting at verse
thirty-five. And we'll just read in Dutch only through verse thirty-eight.

Hear ye the word of the living God. Amen. Amen.

Some thirty-five or forty years ago, a middle-aged woman had a vision from the Lord. She had been saved
by the power of God. And she believed God's word.
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And she believed that God answered prayers. And she began to pray for the grammar school or high
school across from her home. And this was a normal secular school near New York City.

For approximately fifteen years, she prevailed and prevailed in prayer for that school. Not only that people
would be saved, but that they would be saved and then move out across the world in evangelism. That
people would not only be converted, but that they would move out to preach the gospel to the world.

It is about twenty-seven years ago that I went to that school. I was not a Christian. Although I went to a
good reformed church.

But it was not a church where I heard the gospel. I never heard the gospel. I became the president of the
young people's group.

And the assistant to the pastor. I still never heard the gospel. Somehow this woman began to pray
individually for me.

My father was not a believer. He was born somewhere around here. His father, also of course from the
Netherlands, was an atheist.

Soccer player and a heavy drinker. My mother's father, he was an interesting character, he was a drunk
from Glasgow. So I was not exactly swimming along as a young person in some kind of Christian stream.

Even though I had learned to play church. I think those of us who are from Dutch background are very
good at playing church. We like just a little bit of religion.

We get sort of just enough, sort of a vaccination, just enough to keep us from the real thing that God wants
to do. We like to get a little injection, just enough to be religious for the environment. She prayed for me for
three years, and every year it got worse with me.

And I was lost. And I was selfish. And I'd be in the nightclubs of New York on Saturday night, and I'd be in
church sitting there with my little plastic smile on Sunday morning.

And then a man who I was warned was a fanatic, an emotionalist, Billy Graham, came to New York City.
But I purchased, I used to buy a lot of pornography, and next to some of the porno was a magazine, a
secular magazine about Billy Graham. That magazine was destined to be a major link in God's plan in my
life.

Meanwhile, this elderly lady sent me a gospel of John, which is equal to an atomic bomb, through the post.
And she prayed in the authority and the name of Jesus that I would be saved. I read that gospel.

And then when I read that magazine, I thought, well, this man seems to be somewhat normal. I was heavy
into sports, and I saw that Billy Graham played golf. I thought, well, he can't be completely crazy.

So when he came to New York just for one night, it wasn't a campaign, it was just one night. I went to that
meeting. And I heard the message that probably is all too familiar to many of you.

That Jesus Christ died for me. That I was a sinner. A religious sinner.

And that I needed to repent. And believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. And that's what, by God's mercy, I did
that night.
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I went back to that school. I began slowly to tell my friends what happened. By that time, a lot of crazy
things had happened in that school.

And I had been elected as the student president, because I was so wild and so outspoken. I used to stand
in front of the school and shout at them and tell them if they didn't get out to the football game and stand
behind the team, they ought to get out of the school. But at the same time, my conduct and my behavior,
and especially my big mouth, caused the teachers to put me on a blacklist.

And then I went back to that school with this new light in Christ. It's impossible to tell you what God did.
Fifteen years of battle of prayer.

I noticed on the literature table a leaflet that I wrote to the teacher. Called, What Happened to the Prayer
Meetings. And I hope you'll take one of these.

Because I believe it's one of the greatest needs in this day. The need for prayer. The need for prayer
meetings.

Where our emphasis on worship flows into an emphasis on intercession. We have both. To make a long
story short, God heard her prayers.

Some 200 students in that school professed the Lord Jesus Christ in about a period of a year or two. In
one meeting where there were about 600 students. And a third of these students would be drunk most
weekends, totally drunk.

But in that meeting of some 600. When we just shared the message of salvation in a simple way. The Holy
Spirit moved and some 125 or more professed Christ as their Savior in that one meeting.

This was the birthplace of what was later, only when Jesus was crucified. And then it got to Europe to be
called Operation Mobilization. A year later, three of us were linked up at a university.

A man named Dale Roten. Some of you know his books. Has been in God's purpose to be a major
influence in my life.

A man filled with the Holy Ghost. Who in God's providence I met in my first year at university. He was in
his second year at university.

God knit us together. About 22 years ago. And we've had the joy of being together these 22 years.

He is now the coordinator of the second ship. Some of you will meet him when that ship comes into
Amsterdam in November. And I certainly hope that you will go to the ship at that time.

I thought I have one of these leaflets. I can't read it. But it looks Dutch.

About the ship visit to Amsterdam. And we really hope you will begin to pray for this visit. And please meet
this brother.

Anyway, a few months later we were headed to Mexico together. Because we had read how many people
in Mexico never even had a Bible. We were young.

I was 19. And God gave this vision of Mexico. By the time I got there I was 20.
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And we saw things there that just made such a deep impression on our lives. And I just want to really
thank you. To consider getting a time out of your own country as quick as possible.

Those few weeks in Mexico when I was 20 totally revolutionized my whole viewpoint of life. The next
summer and I decided to leave that university. And go to a Bible institute.

Which was a very interesting experience. But it was in Chicago. That's why I went there because I wanted
to witness for Christ in Chicago.

Because I had been working for two years among drunkards and among prisoners. And I found out
Chicago had more drunkards than almost any city in the entire world. So I had a great burden for my own
country.

And there's always plenty to do in your own country. There's always plenty of drunks. There's always
plenty of drug addicts.

There's always work to be done. But as I went to Mexico again the next summer. I saw that the people in
the United States had 100 times the opportunity.

I said the opportunity to hear about Jesus Christ than the people I was facing in Mexico. That was 20
years ago. Things have changed.

Mexico is one of the most responsive nations in the world to the gospel. We have an army of Mexicans
who soon will be moving into Spain and into other countries. And our prayers even in those early days in
Mexico.

To see Mexicans saved and sent out to the ends of the earth have slowly become a reality. And we saw
God answer prayers. We saw God saving people.

Working in people's hearts. Christians coming back to Christ. Being filled with the Holy Spirit.

And from those earliest days this conviction was burned into our souls. That the key to evangelism is
revival in the church. To see churches come alive.

To see individuals come alive. And be filled with the Spirit. And experience the cross.

And the Lordship of Christ. And all that the New Testament talks about. Of course it was a spiritual
warfare.

And as very young men we were destined to learn some of the realities of spiritual warfare. Some of the
powers of demon forces. Some of the subtle tactics of the enemy.

And Corinthians says, be not ignorant of Satan's devices and methodology. This drove us deeper into
God's Word. What does this book say? How do we resist the enemy? How do we pray in the Spirit? How
do we learn to fast and to pray? How do we learn to bind the enemy in the name of Jesus and the power
of the blood of Christ? How do we learn discernment? AW Tozer is one of the most anointed men of God
who has ever lived.

Some of you have read his books. The most powerful Christian books I have ever read are those written
by AW Tozer. And he said the greatest gift needed in the church today is the gift of discernment.
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Some of this we receive from the Holy Spirit. But other aspects can only be learned in the front lines of
spiritual conflict face to face with the forces of hell. So we saw that working in Mexico, even though we
were young, was a tremendous training program.

God began to strip us of some of our cultural hangovers. God exposed us and showed us that many
things did not have anything to do with our Christian faith, but were things related to our culture and to the
American culture, and we had to repent and come into a new walk with Christ. This vision spread into
several different colleges, especially Wheaton College.

And the nights of prayer began to take place in other schools. And soon, instead of two or three of us,
there were 20 or 30. And that work has gone on in Mexico these 20 or more years.

Recently, we had the joy of visiting Mexico with a ship. And in Veracruz, in a united crusade with Luis
Palau, some 3,000 people made their journey to Mexico. They made a decision for Jesus Christ.

Many experienced the new power in their life. Soon, the Lord had led us out of Mexico. Mexicans and
others took over the work.

And around that time, I got married. That is a whole incredible story in itself. And my wife, seven months
later, were in Spain.

Spain was a closed country. 1961. And we believed in our nights of prayer that God would open Spain.

Within three years, though the average person only found out five years later, within three years, Spain
was completely open. And by 1964, we had been in almost every single town and village in the nation,
with the word of God. Now, I have a story that I tell all over the world, but I've never told it in front of
Brother Andrews, so I'm going to risk it tonight.

Because when I came to Spain, in Europe, my first burden was the Muslim world and my second burden
was the communist world. So in Spain, I was turning the work over to Spaniards and learning Russian with
this great vision for Russia. So in the summer of 61, I went into Russia.

Also with my car loaded with these little scripture portions. And underneath the dashboard, hidden away,
was a special printing device that I had made. Hidden under the car was a printing device to print more
material.

And whenever I tell this story, I say, well, most of you have heard of God's smuggler. I know, I know here
in Holland, you just know Annie as just an ordinary Dutchman. And all over the world, he's known as God's
smuggler.

And so then I say, well, here tonight is God's bungler. Let's just say it in English. God's bungler.

Which means the one who makes the big mistake. Bungler. Because I made a big mistake and within 48
hours was arrested by the Soviet secret police.

We had no plan to give out this material. We knew that probably if we did that, we'd get caught. So we
decided to do what we had done in other countries.

We were going to send it through the post. I was typing, I had learned how to type Russian. I was typing
the addresses.
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The other brother was printing the leaflets. But some butter had melted on top of a Gospel of John. The
other brother with me said, look, let's get rid of this.

Let's just get it down the toilet. How can we put the Word of God down the toilet? And being Dutch, I
thought we must not waste this Gospel of John. So I said, tomorrow when no one is looking, I will just drop
it along the highway and praise the Lord, He will use that Gospel.

That was the big mistake. And I dropped it on the highway. I didn't see anybody.

Way out in the countryside. And within ten miles, the roadblock was up, the police were there, and I was
arrested. After two or three days of questioning, they managed to get everything we had in the car.

And God convinced me that I was really not ready for that ministry. They finally gave me a submachine
gun escort to Czechoslovakia and then the Czechs who cooperate gave me the same escort to Austria.
Very special person, VIP.

That was the end of George Burwer's ministry in the communist world. I didn't know what was happening.
But God knew there were better men around.

I went into Germany for a day of prayer. And I tend to pray rather loud. And I love to sing and to worship
Jesus.

So I went to the top of a tree. And my wife's father had been killed in the war. And as I was looking over
Germany, be careful, you'll have me dead soon as well.

Have a drink. And as I looked over Germany, and I thought all the people that were killed because of
hatred could not well do a greater thing than hate. And two words came to my mind that had never come
before.

Operation Mobilization. And I shouted out those two words. A brother heard me who was praying off in the
woods.

And in a sense, that was the second birthplace, the real birthplace of OM which became basically a
European movement. By the next summer there were 300 of us. By the next summer there were 2,000.

And though mistakes were made, and we were still growing in the Lord, that we didn't know all of God's
Word, many, many thousands came to know Him. And new churches were born. Because our burden has
always been to see men saved and then gathered in to living local churches that worship Him.

In Spain, in Italy, in France, new churches were eventually born. And then the vision spread on out into the
Muslim world. But let's just stop.

Let's go back. One woman, an unknown woman who believed in God's Word, who believed in prayer, and
God fulfilled her burden, her prayer. And she was saved.

Well, a lot's happened over these last few years. India soon became a major field. In fact, I think the best
thing I could do at this point is just share with you the five-fold vision that God has given us.

And I want to point to a few important parts of the world. The first part of the vision is the vision for the
Muslim world. And there are probably eight million people in this country.
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It's unbelievable that Jesus and these countries are still so unreachable. Pakistan, for the most part, where
the Muslims are, there are 80 million Muslims. I can name seven communities that will be happy to have
you here.

They live only in that very small area. And Islam is spreading, also in Malaysia, and then this large area of
Indonesia and heavily in the southern part of the Philippines. And now, through immigration, Muslims are
everywhere.

And quite a few among them would be Muslims. And a great number of them is Mohammedan. They have
a mosque in the very center of London.

They now preach Muslim evangelism. The newspaper had an article, England declared ripe for Islam. And
British people, some are becoming Muslims.

In America, among the blacks, especially tens of thousands have become Muslims. I would ask you to
pray for the Muslim world. One out of every seven, one out of seven people in the world is a Muslim.

Yet less than two, less than two percent of the missionaries in the world are working among Muslims. I
believe some of you tonight. I don't believe we're here by accident.

I believe we're here by divine arrangement. I believe there are some that should be seriously considering
serving Christ in the Muslim world. There are many ways to go.

It's true, many of these countries are not open to normal registered sort of official full baggage carrying
missionaries. God has set before us an open door. The second part of this vision is the vision of the
subcontinent.

This includes India where I had the joy of living for about five or six years with my wife. Part of the reason
I'm not there now is that somehow I got blacklisted and can't get any more visas. It includes Sri Lanka one
of the most populated islands in the world.

It includes Bangladesh. From the beginning God has placed China as a burden on our hearts. And 23
years ago in our prayers we exclaimed that God would do something in China.

And our vision for India actually came even later. In India there is already a lot of Christian work. And then
we asked Bill Roten to visit India to see about the Muslims.

And we found out that in North India neither the Muslims Some months later I went myself. The greatest
experience of my life next to Mexico was the land of India. I knew when I got to India why God had
promised me that I was so hopelessly failed there in Russia.

I had never planned to live in India. I spoke fluent Spanish at that time. I should go to South America or
stay in Spain.

For a few months I even lived in South Holland. I wasn't sure where God wanted me to live. I knew this
was my place.

I had found my place. Within seven months we moved our family to that country. When we couldn't live in
India we then moved up to Kathmandu, Nepal.
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Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/29/SID29411.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/george-verwer/de-visie-van-om-en-alles-achter-laten-eng-dutch-pt1/
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