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The Human Factor

by George Verwer

George Verwer emphasi zes the importance of recognizing the human factor in ministry, balancing spiritual
aspirations with our inherent imperfections.

Duration: 42:46
Scripture: Matthew 10:38, Luke 14:33, 2 Corinthians 4:7, Ephesians 5:18, James 1:8, 1 John 1.9, Revelation 2:10
Topics: "Flesh"

Description

In this sermon, the speaker shares personal anecdotes about his experiences hiking in the Grand Canyon
and listening to cassette tapes. He then references 2 Corinthians 4:7, emphasizing the importance of
recognizing that the power comes from God and not from ourselves. The speaker briefly mentions the
topic of being filled with the Holy Spirit but acknowledges that it has been preached on before. He also
reflects on his emotional response during his son's wedding speeches and highlights the significance of
the human factor in balancing God's truth. The speaker mentions a book called 'How Come It's Taking So
Long To Get Better' by Lewis, which explores the idea of teaching our moods and not being swayed by
external circumstances.

Transcript

...for a church | was recently at in Worthing, England, where Monday night is their midweek prayer
meeting. When | arrived there, there were about a hundred to maybe a few more people waiting on God
for a couple of hours. That was encouraging.

And what a vision that little church has for world missions. Tonight, in this final message, we're going to be
considering the human factor. | was going to write a book by this title, and then Graham Greene, the
famous secular writer, churned out a book called The Human Factor.

So | figured it wasn't from the Lord to write a book on that subject. But I'm excited about this message
because | haven't shared this message in this way before, though | have been talking on this subject to
some degree for many years. And | believe that if you miss what I'm going to share with you tonight, a lot
of other things you hear in OM will never make sense.

You know, OM has produced some very extreme people at times, and not all good, not all good. |
remember once preaching on forsaking all in Holland. A young woman walked out of the meeting.
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She had things mixed up in her mind because she didn't listen to the whole message. She went home,
took her possessions out to the nearby canal, and dumped them. | heard later she was in a mental
institution.

Satan is a professional at getting the Lord's people into some kind of a cul-de-sac or into some extremism.
And the emphasis in the Word of God on The Human Factor is such a beautifully balancing aspect of
God's truth. And I'm really excited about it.

Now, there's several books that fit into this, and we're short on time tonight, and we're counting on the
books to do the real work. I'll just get you started. But there's a book that a lot of people have missed
called How Come It's Taking So Long to Get Better.

You get a free study book with it. And we're doing something very, very special tonight on this book. The
story of Lane Adams, a man who was a minister and had enough courage to seek even psychiatric help
when things started falling apart.

The Human Factor. And a book that touches The Human Factor on every page. Charles Colson's Life
Sentence.

Before you read Loving God, you may want to read this. Far better than his first book, Being Born Again.
This is an outstanding book.

When | picked it up, | could hardly lay it down until I'd read every page. | should say almost every page,
because usually when | write a book, read a book, | jump a page. This one even has pictures.

It's not what you think it is. And tonight, if you buy How Come It's Taking So Long to Get Better, you get
Life Sentence as a free gift. The two books for the price of one.

Only till the supply lasts. | commend those to you. And | can assure you, you will get material in here that
will be far superior to anything that | can share with you in our remaining minutes.

When you buy those two, you get the study book free, you get personal revival free, and if you go over to
the bonus table, you can get Ralph Chalice's From Now On, a fantastic book. A lot of people have paid $4
for it. All of this for the price of this one book.

We'd like the visitors to get the priority. You owe Emirates just relax a little bit. You've got enough reading
material already to last you through the millennium.

But we hope that you will take advantage of that. One of the ministries of Operation Mobilization in the
literature side of our work is research. We are constantly researching, as much as possible, books that are
coming off the press in many nations, even in India.

A new book on disciplines just published in India by an exoemir is not even available in the Western world.
And in our research, we came across one of the most devastating books ever written by a woman. It's
called God Wants You Rich.

God Wants You Rich and Other Enticing False Doctrines. A closer look at some popular teaching in the
church today. Prosperity.

Name it, claim it. Praise God for everything. Inner healing.
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After-death experiences. Submissionism. Shepherding.
Visits with angels. It's wild. And it's one of the hottest books in the OM arsenal this year.

God Wants You Rich and Other Enticing Doctrines. A greatly needed book. And lastly, Healing for
Damaged Emotions.

The book | have pushed the most next to Lloyd-Jones' Spiritual Depression. And after you read that, you
often need this book. Healing for Damaged Emotions.

Another book very much tying together beautiful truths. And one of the most widely read books in OM this
year. So many people have written to me and they said thank you for pushing that book.

The follow-up book, Give Up Your Childish Ways, is also now available. You may not be able to get all
these books tonight. Write down the titles.

| think you all Emers know that we're not here for a summer little glorified Bible camp. We're here for
intensive training and orientation to prepare you for difficult cross-cultural work overseas. And even little
things that you miss in the orientation, you can pay big.

You can pay big six months from now. In fact, | have seen people, just because they miss certain things in
the orientation, end up with a disastrous time on OM. You know why? The devil has a special way of
taking little things, doesn't he? And just getting him so confused.

And | pray that you'll not miss some of the little things as well as the big things we share in this time
together. Now | want you to turn with me to 2 Corinthians 4.7. | can honestly say, in many ways, my
preference would be to let Brother Greg Livingston share this whole evening. The Lord knows one of the
reasons I'm not going to the summer conference in Europe is because | got tired of speaking in the
evenings.

| used to always have two speakers. | got outvoted on that policy. And so now it's one speaker.

And they want me to speak most nights. | feel generally terrible about that. And so I've solved that problem
this summer in Europe.

| won't be there. And I'm hilariously happy about it. We've got enough preachers in Europe to have a
preacher-thon.

But it's hard for me with men like Greg and others who are here to come. And if | just didn't sense in my
soul that God wants me to deliver this message, the sentimental side of me and the human side of me
would take over and I'd gone off somewhere else and just wouldn't even be here. But this message is on
my heart.

It will go on to videotape. It will go on to audio tape. And it will go out to far more people than are here this
evening.

| cannot tell you how much | believe in cassette tapes. | don't just say that to get you to listen to my tapes.
No.

Sermonlindex.net | Page 3



| listen to other people's tapes all the time. I'll be doing a lot of hiking, taking a little vacation a few days this
summer. Go hiking.

Sometimes cover 20, 30 miles in a day. Well, | think 22 was the most. Down the bottom of Grand Canyon
and back in one day.

It's a nice little trek. And listening to cassette tapes and different messages. If you have a tape, some of
your personal preaching, any of you into yodeling, give it to me for my hiking this summer.

Of course, | must be honest, sometimes | get tired of the messages and put on my music. That's even
better. Beethoven in the bottom of the Grand Canyon is enough to blow every circuit in your head.

Anyway, 2 Corinthians 4, verse 7. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the
power may be of God and not of us. Now, it's so easy to pay lip service to particular doctrines, isn't it? And
we read this and we say, Oh, that's nice. You know the message | would love to share with you this
evening? Be filled with the Holy Spirit.

But I'm sure most of you have heard a message on that. I'm sure most of you have read a book on that.
Ephesians, chapter 5. Be filled with the Holy Spirit.

And | wonder how many of you, when you were filled with God's Spirit, whether by crisis or by process,
you discover later on that didn't destroy the human factor. Some of the weirdest people I've ever
fellowshiped with are Spirit-filled people. You say, Hey, man, | don't understand that.

It's because you don't understand the human factor. You don't realize that when you're filled with the
Spirit, God doesn't change the color of your eyes. God doesn't change your voice.

Have you ever been in a meeting where people, when they pray, feel they need a more spiritual voice?
You know, you see a big, rough guy comes in from the farm. And in the prayer meeting, instead of look at
him, he wonderfully swallows some gospel marbles. Or lost his.

Being filled with the Holy Spirit does not destroy the human factor. | gave a message to our teams in
Lahore, Pakistan. My wife and | were out there for a couple of months.

The highlight of the year. If you want to get into a country where something is happening almost to
breaking point, then you pray about Pakistan. She has worked her way up to almost the top of the list of
OM growth fields.

In fact, we just had to turn down her growth plan that she submitted to the area leaders of OM last month.
Of course, India is far bigger than Pakistan, and is an equal challenge, and they very much work together,
especially for Americans. Canadians can go to Pakistan and stay, or India and stay, but Americans need
to go on eastward bound.

That's six months India, and then over to Pakistan for a little six month vacation. Book selling, soul
winning, church renewal, trying to relate to Muslims. And when you get tired of that, you go to Nepal and
repair vehicles.

Or trek across the Himalayas, distributing the word of God. Oh, how I'd love to talk to you about the
subcontinent, but | haven't got any permission for that tonight. The human factor.
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One of my human factors is that when | start preaching down a main road, there's a guarantee | will not be
on the road very long. Somebody said some time ago, | get more on your side roads than you do on your
main road. Somebody said, who said it? | couldn't think of it.

Actually, | think it was me. But this treasure is in a northern vessel. The sooner you accept that, the
happier you'll be.

And you know what? God wants you happy. We always get a few long-faced recruits. This really bugs me.

The long-faced recruits. The tomato, you know, what do you say over here? The ketchup bottle crowd. Got
a face that hangs like a ketchup bottle.

And they've come on OM because they believe somehow in disobeying God most of their life, they've got
to go through some kind of purgatory to get sort of back on the right road. And they looked around for the
lousiest, the worst, the toughest program, and they found OM and joined. This is not God's way.

We're looking for happy people. Holy people, happy people, heaven-bound people. And we don't believe
that discipleship is some kind of purgatory.

And we want you to go, as it says in Habakkuk, with the joy of the Lord in your heart. | want to ask you,
aren't you filled with the Holy Spirit? This is God's will for every believer. This doesn't mean you're
suddenly going to leap in the air.

Doesn't mean your voice is going to change. | was sharing with you when | got on a side road about how |
was speaking to the Pakistan team about seven things OM could never do for you. | remember when |
started the message, you know, they sort of looked at me.

And it's amazing how much people expect when they join something like OM. You know, God's training
program. You're going to be disappointed.

There's a lot of things OM can't do for you. Now, OM trained Greg Livingston for how many years, Greg?
Fourteen years. There's many things OM never did to Greg Livingston.

He's smiling. He's getting nervous. No.
No. We never changed his personality. And I'm glad we didn't.
And OM's never changed mine. It tried to. | got all these Andrew Murray books.

| was getting more nervous by the minute. | thought everybody who was spiritual was quiet. Should be
English actually.

And, you know, here | was living in London, loud mouth, big nosed American. And | was reading, you
know, Andrew Murray and then Watchman Nee and then these F.B. Meyer books. And then, have you
ever read these books by this guy Gordon? Not Flash Gordon.

There's a guy named Gordon who wrote books. All of them were called Quiet Talks. We have another
godly man in Britain called George Duncan.

We became great friends. His messages are generally never more than 20 minutes. They're always very
quiet.
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And when he's done, the Holy Spirit just, whoo! And | was just thinking, Lord, you know, | am really
messed up. | need. | was reading S.D. Gordon Quiet Talks on the Christian life.

And | thought, you know, this, to be spiritual is to be quiet and just to, you know, let the Holy Spirit do the
work. Be quiet. Don't push me around.

And, you know, it was like praying, Lord, | want to be quiet. This is my greatest desire. God, | want to be
quiet! Suddenly it dawned on me.

Suddenly it dawned on me that | was on a tangent trying to be someone else, trying to be someone else.
I'll tell you, one of the most glorious experiences of my life, as real and as important as being filled with the
Spirit, something I've experienced many times, is when | finally really accepted George for the nose, the
mouth, the outspokenness. That doesn't mean | ever excused sin.

That's something else. And | believe if you're going to be a faithful cross-cultural communicator for Christ,
you've got to accept yourself. I'm not going to lay a heavy psychology trip.

I'm aware of a counter-message against too much psychology in the Christian Church. | don't think that's
the problem with the average person attracted to this activistic, hyper-pragmatic movement. And | believe
this is the kind of message we need, where Dr. Seamans talks about this problem of low esteem, so many
people on OM have a very low esteem of themselves.

And he also talks about this problem of perfectionism, symptoms of perfectionism. Chapter 7, it's brilliant.
This was one of the problems in my life.

It probably still is there to some degree. | don't claim that | have arrived in all these things, but oh my, how
perfectionism can just destroy your spiritual vitality, rob you of your joy, and leave you in a place that's less
than best in God's work. Yes, you can have high aims, you can have high goals, but it's going to take time.

It's not a matter of a quick summer discipleship program. OM is not a shortcut to foreign missionary work.
OM, as far as | can see in my research, is one of the longest term training efforts to get people eventually
to apostolic, biblical, cross-cultural missionary work.

On the frontiers of world evangelism, we've often said five, ten, to fifteen years to prepare a man for that
kind of frontline training. | hope you will take what I've said seriously about reading this book. How come
it's taking so long? Have you ever gone out into a forest? I'm going out to San Francisco to do some
preaching and I'm going to go out to see those big redwood trees.

There's something about that, those woods, that challenges me, those big trees. You know, if | go out
there and | see someone standing by one of those redwood trees and | say, what are you doing? And he
says to me, I'm watching this tree grow. You know, I'm clearing out.

And yet you and | know that those trees are growing. Some of you are caught up in operation
introspection. You're always looking at yourself.

Why aren't | stronger? And sometimes you compare yourself with your neighbor. Oh, he's now such a
good speaker and | can barely give my testimony. Wow, did you hear her pray that dynamic,
earth-shaking, church-shaking prayer? And | can barely fumble out my few adjectives.
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And we get trapped. We get trapped because we fail to accept the human factor, the earthen vessel.
Where are some areas where the human factor comes into play in Christian work? By the way, | believe
this message is more important today than it was ten years ago because recently some books have come
out.

I'd love to give the titles and the authors but it would get me in trouble. Some books have come out in
calling us to excellency that are going to make neurotics out of anybody but the most highly educated,
gifted spiritual wizards who exist. And I'm not sure they do exist.

Beware of the over-emphasis in our culture on excellency. It's deadly if it gets out of control. And this
whole idea, nothing but the best, and if you carry that too far then no one can ever write another track,
nobody can ever come up with any gospel music, no one can ever come up with any gospel drama,
nobody can ever write a script or do anything because, let's face it, in the process of learning how to do
these things, you're not going to come up with the best.

And preachers, most of them will go away depressed. And it's my belief, it's my conviction that God is able
to use our feeble efforts. Of course we try our best.

That's something else. Of course we try our best. We prepare.

We put time into it. But when we give it, even if it doesn't come out the best, God can use it. If | didn't
believe that, I'd be finished.

I've seen too much. Thirty years of it. Including some of the best who when you get with them, you
discover they've got their warts, they've got their problems, and sometimes it's even bigger than the one
who apparently has problems.

| want to share a message. | don't have it for this conference. It's going to take me some more time to get
it ready.

Satan's ministry of intimidation. How easily as Christians, if we're sensitive, we're intimidated. We're
intimidated by the big intellectual.

We're intimidated by the great preacher. We're intimidated by hyper spiritual books. We're intimidated by
the great managers.

We're intimidated by people who may be more gifted than us. We're intimidated when people point out
mistakes in our lives as if they will have no mistakes. Beware of Satan's clever method of intimidation.

Learn how to see something you've done wrong and bounce back without being intimidated and drained
spiritually. Now what are some specific areas where we've got to remember the human factor in Christian
work? Number one, in prayer. Can you believe that O.M. has got into tangents on the area of prayer?
Prayer can be this great spiritual badge.

The highest calling in some people's minds is to be called a man of prayer. Prayer is a difficult area. Some
of the books on prayer are fantastic, but they don't give the whole picture because prayer is not the whole
Christian life.

When you're in O.M., you hear strong messages on prayer. We all get guilty about our prayer life, right?
That's the normal purgatory tour of O.M. We all get guilty about our prayer life. We all go to nights of
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prayer and sit there even though we want to leave.

We're wrestling with all kinds of things. We know that somehow we've been thrust into an environment that
represents a spirituality that seems to be up here and we seem to be down here and we've got all kinds of
emotional difficulties. You know, here's something that's so beautiful.

God understands all that. God understands those struggles you have in that prayer meeting. | still have
them.

God understands your rebellion. I've rebelled against God when I've heard the call to prayer, especially
when it's from the local minaret. | want to start screaming.

| don't think you caught that one. But believe me, God is calling us to prayer and we must not allow the
human factor falling asleep in the prayer meeting. This is what really turns the O.M.ers on.

This gives them the excitement of the year when they see Verwer not off about midnight in the prayer
meeting. They all go into orbit ready to pray for hours. The next day on the team, that's the big
conversation.

| can see it on my secretary's face when she walks in the door. It's a smile as big as Grand Canyon. She
saw me fall asleep in prayer.

Great. | don't know what's the big deal. I've been falling asleep in prayer meetings for 29 years.

The human factor that the body craves sleep. Now I've generally got a little higher score lately through
various methods. | walk around when | pray.

This bothers people in some of the prayer meetings, clumping around during the meeting. But I'll tell you,
have you ever tried to sleep walking around? I've heard of some people, sleep walkers. The human factor
will never be absent even from prayer and worship and communion with God.

You have a great worship meeting and the music is out of tune. You have a great worship meeting and
something else goes wrong. | know people that are trying to create lovely, quiet, beautiful, worshipful
atmosphere.

And they feel when they have that, people will be able to worship better. And here everybody is in quiet,
this atmosphere, trying to feel the worship and somebody belches. Or | was in a church some time ago
and a dog came prancing down, came forward.

It wasn't even an invitation. Or suddenly, suddenly a window slams shut and that causes a disturbance
when a guy's hand is in it. Everywhere in our life, every move, every time we get in a car, every time we
seem to try to go through the day, the human factor is there.

We've got to learn to live with it. We've got to be more mature about life. You would think that dynamic
spiritual people would make naturally good drivers.

Billy Graham wrote a leaflet, Highway Safety, A Spiritual Problem. | think history will show that naturally
spiritual, strong intercessors and dynamic Christians make generally lousy drivers. I've learned over the
years, | prefer to go by train, the human factor.
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One of our greatest evangelists in Britain, late at night, just hit two women on the side of the road. Both of
them were killed. He lost the case in court.

Why? Was he in the flesh? Was he sinning against God? Is this God's judgment? Too quickly we think
God is judging us. When these things are just part of that biblical truth, it rains on the just and on the
unjust. And you can be struck with lightning in the middle of a golf course as well as an unconverted
person.

Read Edith Schaeffer's book, Affliction. What a beautiful book. | don't even know if we have it.

People that set up book tables, I'm known as the book table nightmare. | always mention some book,
somehow, that they don't have. She comes to my mind as | was just on the phone with her a few days
ago.

Dr. Schaeffer has gone on to glory. This woman is carrying on in terrific courage. And you read that book,
Affliction.

The same thing is brought out from a person of very different theological view. And God wants you rich.
The human factor in prayer, it's going to take time to learn how to pray.

Don't get discouraged. Keep battling on. You try your first oral prayer in a fairly large-sized pyramid.
That's a big thing to some people. Some people have never done it. And you forget.
You get completely mixed up. The words get completely bowled up. And you feel terrible.

Have you ever had that experience? It's only normal. The greatest men and women of God have had
these same experiences. Praying the wrong thing, saying the wrong thing.

You've got to learn to accept that. Keep trying to improve. Keep polishing.

Keep pressing on. Don't be intimidated by people who are more gifted or who may seem more spiritual.
Secondly, the human factor in our witnessing.

Have you ever turned anybody off in your witnessing? How many of you have ever turned anybody off in
your witnessing? Most of you. Some of you don't witness. | started taking courses on how to witness when
| was only 17.

And | recommend to study books on witnessing. | read Torrey's great book on how to work for Christ when
| was just a babe in the Lord. What a help.

What a help. | took another correspondence course on how to witness. And | spent most of my early days,
not in literature evangelism, in personal evangelism.

And | learned by my mistakes. And | believe that you're going to learn by some of your mistakes of some.
You're not going to try to make them.

If | didn't believe God could overrule some of my mistakes in witnessing, | don't know if I'd ever witness
again. I've turned people off. | remember witnessing to a fellow, | think he was on a drug trip up in
Kathmandu.
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| was really praying and | got some new vocabulary to talk to these guys in drugs. | came zooming in, you
know. He just looked at me.

I'll never forget this. A little crummy pot, smoke-filled place in Kathmandu. He looked over at me.

He said, Man, | don't read your vibrations. That was the end. That was a big... Do you remember those
days when everybody was vibrating? You didn't try to witness to people.

You sort of... Often when I'm feeling frustrated, intimidated, frightened, | go to Joshua. Moses' words to
Joshua. Be thou courageous.

When | get a little concerned and fearful and | look out over a congregation of people, | think of those
words. | think it's in Jeremiah. Be not afraid of their faces.

It's also good for just right above the mirror. You're going to make mistakes in your witnessing. If a
sovereign God can't turn even some of your mistakes and use them for His glory, if He cannot overrule
some of the things we do wrong, then let's give up.

You know one of the reasons India has become one of the greatest OM fields? Greg was one of the
pioneer founders of OM India. He could tell you a lot of stories. | could tell a few about him as well.

He mainly got sick. But... No, God used him in a very real way. But one thing he and | discovered in those
early days in India is that India was a great place for OM because we knew we'd make mistakes.

But I'll tell you the Indian church was already making so many mistakes that there was no way OM would
ever catch up. That's right. And the same is true in Pakistan right now.

The problems in the church in Pakistan make anything we have in OM look small. And that's why the
churches in Pakistan have rolled out the red carpet for OM. I've never fellowshiped with so many bishops
as when | was in Pakistan.

And some of these bishops are born-again men. And they want to reach Muslims. And they want OM in
Pakistan.

And they want our books. And | was just asked to speak at almost the largest convention in the entire
nation. Don't worry so much about those mistakes.

You keep working on them. Make a list. Learn everything you can learn.
Try not to make the same mistake twice. No, you will. The human factor.

The human factor in prayer. The human factor in witnessing. The human factor in, | bet you guessed,
relationships.

| want to guarantee this summer, you're going to have some sticky, icky, goozy, woozy, whammo
relationships. You're going to meet people that in yourself you can't stand. Now, isn't that a blessing?
Some of these dear, lovely Europeans for the first time are going to be in intimate close, sleeping in the
same room, packed into the back of the same van with the first gum-chewing, loud-mouthed, aggressive,
double-hyper, over-spoken American woman in their life.

Sermonlindex.net | Page 10



Everything is all right until she ends up finding the chewing gum underneath her trousers. Maybe we're
exaggerating a little bit, but | think you're getting the point. We are so idealistic about relationships.

We get teams. We're not going in evangelism until we have perfect unity. Forget it.
Go back home and pack sardines. Don't come on OM. Look in your Bible.
Look in the 1 Corinthians. Look in the 2 Corinthians. Yes, we want unity.

Disunity will hinder the team, but to say God can't do anything until there's perfect unity, that's extremism.
That's denying 2,000 years of history since Pentecost. God is going to use your team even when things
aren't as good as they should be.

You know a key motto for OM? Write it in your notes if you haven't written anything else. Don't panic. Don't
panic.

The team leader is frying stones instead of eggs. He's sending you out in evangelism with thorns instead
of books. The assistant team leader has just gone off and fallen in love and broken every social rule that
OM's ever created.

It's starting to rain and you don't have any tents. You're sleeping in the open air. The vehicles have all
been robbed by the local drug band.

Don't panic. It could get a lot worse. This is the thing that has helped people in OM, really.
I've had this motto for years. It's really helped me in a lot of situations. It could be worse.

You think it's warm here right now? Believe me, when we get you out to Pakistan in May, you'll remember
that cold, chilly night when Burwer spoke on the human factor. Most of us want friendship, don't we? |
mean, there may be some different people here tonight. You never know.

We get a wide span of people. There may be somebody with my great goal, more enemies, more
enemies, more enemies. | know some of you behave like that, but | don't think that's your goal.

We want friends. And yet often, making friends and maintaining friendship is not as easy as we thought.
Things go wrong.

| once remember speaking to the OM leaders some years ago, and | think some of them thought perhaps |
was joking because we had so many beautiful relationships among the leaders. And | said in that meeting,
| sense that every major relationship in OM will be tested. Within the next three years, some of the
strongest relationships in OM were tested, and some of them almost broke.

The human factor. Things go wrong. Gossip.

Misunderstandings. And unless we learn how to handle these things, we get thrown off course, and then
things really do go wrong. We get discouraged.

And one of the primary attacks of Satan this summer is going to be to get you discouraged. Some of you, if
you're honest, you already are discouraged. And one of the purposes of this conference, by God's grace,
is to bring you out of that discouragement to a place of rejoicing in the Lord.
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That's going to mean getting tough at times with your own sentiments. One of the books that we have
been recommending very strongly is this book, Spiritual Depression, Its Cause and Its Cure, because he
brings forth in this book a basic philosophy of discipleship that is greatly missing in 20th century
evangelicalism and fundamentalism. Learning what it is to really buffet the body and bring it into
subjection.

C.S. Lewis emphasized this in his own unique way. Here's the quote of the night. This is hot.
Getting ready? Quote of the night. We've got eight minutes to go. C.S. Lewis, Business of Heaven.

Here's what he said. Unless you can teach your moods, | love this terminology, where they can get off,
you will never either be a sound Christian or even a sound atheist. | don't think any of you are into that.

Just a creature dithering to and fro with its beliefs really dependent on the weather and a mistake of its
digestion. Ooh! | just love that. Because, apart from the grace of God, that's where I've been.

Just somehow dithering to and fro. Blown about by lust one minute, impatience the next minute, irritability
the next minute, fear the next minute, intimidation the next minute. But in Jesus Christ, | am going to stand
on God's promises.

And I'm not going to be blown away when | fall on my face. I'm going to get up and I'm going to get clean
and I'm going to get back into the battle because | don't mind losing a few battles, but I'm not going to lose
the war. And | know I'm not going to lose because Jesus Christ has already won it and | can live in His
power, His authority, His grace, and His strength.

Yes, the human factor is very real. My wife has been living with my human factors for 24 years. She's a
scarred woman because of it.

| don't say that carelessly. But because we've come to understand one another, how different we are.
We've learned to roll with the punches.

We've learned to just forgive and forgive. This idea that, you know, if he comes to me, this person, he's
hurt me, right? We all get hurt by somebody sooner or later. If he comes and he apologizes, I'll definitely
forgive him.

Oh, you big-hearted gospel cowboy. Bless your heart. You've been well trained through Hollywood
television.

That's not Christianity. Christianity is when he slaps one cheek, you turn the other. Christianity is you're
forgiving even as it's happening.

Even in the moment of pain, you're forgiving. The love of Christ is coming out, though it may be mingled
with certain emotions in the human factor. You may not feel that you're forgiving him, but you stand on
God's Word and you obey God rather than be blown about by this mood or that mood, by this emotion or
that emotion.

Don't let someone come up to you and say, your emotions aren't important. Trust they're not and obey the
promise of God and eat those emotions. You say, yeah, I've been eating them for many years.
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That's why I've got migraines and stomach trouble. | believe your emotions are important. Your emotions
are important.

We're concerned with how you feel. If you feel really miserable tonight, I'd like to know and I'd like to pray
for you. God's concerned about your emotions.

God cares for my emotions. And it's a matter of keeping it in balance, keeping it in perspective. It cannot
become, it must not become the dominant thing in our life.

The Word, the mind of Christ, the will of God, the obedience that Colson talks about in his amazing book
Loving God, that's the priority. Emotions, however, are not something you pretend. They do not exist.

One of the reasons I think I've had such a fulfilled and to some degree happy life is because I've learned to
live with my emotions. You know what embarrassing thing happened to me at my son's wedding? The
great dynamic speaker, George Berwyn. We had it all planned that | would not speak.

| get emotional at weddings, funerals. | get emotional even at birthday parties. | cry easy at certain events.

| don't understand the psychological makeup. It's the human factor. And so, | didn't want to preach at my
son's wedding.

| didn't want to do anything. | finally agreed to give a little thank you prayer at the reception, a formal,
formal, proper British wedding reception. | was fine.

There were tears there, but | was, you know, keeping them down in the lower tanks. And then | saw my
son Benjamin give a speech. Now, | know my son Benjamin.

The last thing he wants to do is speak publicly anywhere at his wedding. They put him on the spot. And
when he started speaking, | started coming apatrt.

I'm about to come apart in a minute, but I've only got a couple of minutes so there won't be any rivers. And
then my son Daniel started to speak, and | could see he does have a gift to speak. And then the
father-in-law spoke three speeches.

He's supposed to be finished. I'm going to go home now. People are all looking at me now, you know,
naturally.

| mean, how do you come to these three speak and, you know, loudmouth incorporated sitting in there
eating cherries? So, they said they all, different people looked at me. What about you? You know, they
expected me to pop up, you know, Mr. Spontaneous. Well, | just happen to have this little word here
tonight.

Let me get the book table. I'll bring you the book table. But, no, no, no, no.
We don't have any time for that. | will tell you, | was shaking. | just started to weep.

| just started to weep and shake. | don't mind the weeping, but the shaking. My shoes are old and they
start coming apart.

And | just put my head down. Now, the chairman of the O.M. board of the directors was there, a real
proper Englishman, a miracle how he ever got an O.M. And, he said, while George is praying. And he
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shared, he shared a little bit.

And then Jonathan, Jonathan was there. He's mobilizing around his wheelchair. And he said, yeah, why
aren't there more speeches? Because some of the O.M. receptions, we have, you know, endless
exhortations, speeches.

Dale Roton got up at my wedding and preached on Accept Your Forsake All, You Can't Be Disciple.
Proceeded to tell the guests that we would be selling all the wedding gifts within the next few days. A lot of
them unconverted people.

Really impressed. So, | don't remember what happened, but | said, | think | mumbled out Jonathan, you
speak. And | wept for ten minutes.

One man wrote to me. He said, it's the first time I've ever seen you speechless in | don't know how many
years. And | never did say anything.

The wedding finished. | went out in the field and cried and cried. | don't know why | was crying.

| actually cry more when something is very happy. | cried at my own wedding. | mean, let's face it, | mean,
that was a miracle, wasn't it? | saw Drina walk through the door.

I was in a gymnasium. | was under the basketball ring. And she walked and | just started crying.

The human factor. Do you ever cry when you don't want to cry? Do you ever get hurt when you don't want
to be hurt? Do you ever feel hostile when you want to feel sanctified? Do you ever feel like hitting
someone who's preaching at you? The human factor. Don't condemn yourself.

Don't think you're some special case. You're just human. God wants to fill you but not destroy you.

God wants to use you but not obliterate you. We're all different. Other people | talk to have a problem that
they never cry.

They want to cry. They want to cry and they can't cry. They've got to learn to live with that.

We're all different. Beware through reading too many books of entering sort of a spiritual Disneyland in
which you never somehow get to all the events because the queues are too long and it starts to rain.
Learn to be patient with yourself.

Learn to find God's will for you.

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/19/SID19959.mp3
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/george-verwer/the-human-factor/
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