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The Ashes of a Heifer
by George Warnock

The sermon explores the significance of the red heifer and the water of separation, and how they relate to the

blood of Christ and the New Creation, emphasizing the total and complete cleansing provided by God's grace.

Scripture: Numbers 19:9, Numbers 19:18, Isaiah 1:18, Romans 8:1, 2 Corinthians 5:17, Hebrews 9:13-14, Hebrews 10:2,
Hebrews 10:22

Topics: "Spiritual Cleansing", "Holy Spirit"

Description

George Warnock delves into the profound cleansing work of the Spirit of God in our lives, emphasizing the
comprehensive purification offered through the Blood of Christ and the eternal Spirit. He challenges
believers to grasp the depth of being purged from all defilement, allowing the conscience to be free from
the burden of sin. Warnock highlights the transformative power of the Holy Spirit, likening it to the water of
separation that purifies beyond mere forgiveness, leading to a total renewal of the mind and conscience.

Transcript

"And a man that is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, and lay them up without the camp in a
clean place, and it shall be kept for the congregation of the children of Israel for a water of separation: it is
a purification for sin" (Numbers 19:9). "And a clean person shall take hyssop, and dip it in the water, and
sprinkle it..." (Numbers 19:18).

How little have we appreciated the "ingredients" of God's grace that flow unto us who are partakers of His
Spirit. All the ingredients of the Cross are mingled together in the Spirit of Truth who has come to abide
within His people... just as the ashes of the red heifer, and the ashes of hyssop and scarlet and cedar
wood were mingled together in the water of separation.

Now, "If the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the
purifying of the flesh; How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered
himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?"

Paul asks a question that requires no answer but the question itself. How much more shall the Blood of
Christ? This goes far beyond the matter of forgiveness. We know we are forgiven, and we know that God
justifies and looks down upon us as a redeemed people... as a people who are righteous because of the
righteousness of Christ. But how can we comprehend this, that we can look upon ourselves as God looks
upon us, our very conscience having been purged from all defilement? There are areas of cleansing by
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the "Water of separation" that as yet we know very little about. I believe we have greatly minimized and
limited the cleansing work of the Spirit of God in our lives. God has a cleansing for the mind that is so total
and so complete that the very conscience is purged from dead works to serve the living God, and there
will remain "no more a conscience of sins." And if the Blood of Christ avails not for this, was there any
need for Christ to die? Could we not have continued with the offerings of bulls and goats? And would not
the "water of separation" and the "ashes of a heifer" absorbed in that water take the place of the Holy
Spirit in our lives?

The potential and the implications of the Blood of Christ, and the nature and character of the living stream
of God that has absorbed the efficacy of that Blood for the cleansing of His people, goes far beyond
anything that we have ever imagined or thought possible. For there can be nothing more clean and pure
anywhere in God's universe than the defiled sons of Adam who have been cleansed and purified by the
cleansing of the Blood and the washing of His Holy Spirit.

The apostle is careful to say that it was "through the eternal Spirit" that Jesus offered Himself without
blemish unto God. As the precious Blood of Christ was flowing down from His sacred body, the Spirit of
God was there--absorbing every drop of it in His own Being. The time would come when Jesus was
glorified that this Holy Spirit, impregnated with the Blood of Christ, would be shed forth upon God's people,
as a pure stream of purifying, cleansing water of life, purging the very conscience of the sin-burdened and
troubled soul.

The conscience is that inward "knowing with one's self"... that inward awareness of SELF. Now God looks
down (through the Blood of the Cross) and sees perfect redemption and healing. So perfect... that He
declares: "Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more." Now, through the application of the
Blood and the operation of His Spirit in our lives God would have us to see ourselves as He sees us...
clean, and pure, and holy--with the past under the Blood and forgotten.

I could never understand how God could "forget" when it was easy for me to "remember." It must be just a
manner of speech. Surely God couldn't possibly FORGET! Then I think I heard the Lord say, "You cannot
forget because you are human; but I can forget because I am God."

God no longer has any problem with our many sins of the past, because the Blood of Christ has
obliterated them from His mind! We know that, But the "conscience" continues to retain these thoughts
because the "mind" has not been fully renewed, and the carnal mind which is ever at enmity against God,
refuses to loose its hold upon us. But in the New Creation the former things are done away, neither shall
they come into mind.

We have New Creation life now, But it is still in embryonic form. O that the Body of Christ might pursue the
vision of total union with Christ... for it is only in that total union with Him that we shall know and
experience the "fulness of the Spirit" in our lives, and the fulness of the efficacy of the Blood of Christ that
comes to us as we partake of that Spirit.
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SermonIndex.net  |  Page 3SermonIndex.net  |  Page 3

Grow in Your Walk with Christ

Listen and read messages that will stir your heart for Christ
and point you to deeper repentance and devotion.

• 50,000+ Sermons from speakers past and present

• 3,900+ Classic Christian Books freely readable online

• 1,200+ Bible Translations and Commentaries

• Over 450k forum posts — Join our vibrant online Christian forum

www.sermonindex.net


