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Desperate for Change (Pure Life Ministries)
by Glenn Meldrum

To find the power to overcome sin and addiction, we must come to the point of desperation and abandon

ourselves to Christ, recognizing that we cannot change on our own.

Duration: 29:42

Scripture: Psalm 141:8-9, Isaiah 6:1-8, Matthew 6:33, Luke 18:9-14

Topics: "Desperation"

Description

In this sermon, Glenn emphasizes the need for a love that is more powerful than the passions of the flesh.
He highlights that until we grasp this love, we will continue to struggle with sins such as pride, sexual
immorality, and self-righteousness. Glenn shares his experience of encountering individuals who were
devastated by sin but lacked desperation for change. He emphasizes that God often visits His people at
the point of desperation, urging listeners to seek a deep passion for holiness and a longing for God.

Transcript

Glenn spoke here last year. How many of you were here when Glenn was here? A few of you were here
and gave four wonderful messages about revival and it was we had a very wonderful time in the Lord. So
they're here and they're leaving first thing in the morning for Pennsylvania but they agreed to, Glenn
agreed to just share a few thoughts tonight and Glenn just have your liberty and just feel free to share
what you feel led to share if it's just a few things that's fine or your testimony or whatever you want.

Give them Jesus. Well, hard to ask an evangelist just to say a couple of words. Evangelists don't say
things in a couple words.

You know the Christian journey is not a quick journey. It's not something that happens just overnight. We
may become Christians overnight but we're not going to be the Christians we should be overnight.

Many of the things that the Lord's tried to teach me as a believer has taken years and years and years and
I'm just starting to scratch the surface. But see there are some basic truths that I believe that so many
don't ever grasp and that they don't get a hold of and they don't comprehend and so as a result they don't
have victory in their life. You know victory isn't this elusive thing that's always far away and we can't ever
grasp it.
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This thing that we always see I'll overcome I have this thing I'll be rid of this problem in my life when I
finally grab hold of this when I finally attain this particular position this particular place as as if something is
always out there this victory this this hope of overcoming is somewhere out there and and maybe one day
we'll get it. God wants to do something and he wants to do something in our lives but we have to come to
a point of a radical decision making. We have to come to a point of such seriousness that we will do
whatever it takes and the seriousness we have to grab hold of.

I pastored for 11 and a half years in the city of Detroit. I picked up drunks off the middle of the highways
that had passed out there dealt with junkies on the street stood out on street corners witnessing to
prostitutes and and and drug dealers seeing people to be so devastated by sin but still not desperate for
change. You see I I met men on the streets that were businessmen that everything was gone because
they got into drugs and they got into alcohol and they were stripped of everything but they still weren't
desperate.

I mean they're living on the streets now still not desperate. God visits his people at the point of desperation
when we become so desperate for him he will begin to do something and to respond to our life in such a
way that we will be able to overcome because you see for us to overcome sin and all sin is addictive.
You're here because you have a particular sin that has plagued you that has become addictive to your life
but all sin is.

Hate is is addictive. All you got to do is look at people that are prejudiced. It is addictive.

I mean it dominates controls their thought life everything about them. So not just lust and not just you
know the perversions that in in that particular way all sin is addictive. Jealousy is addictive.

I mean anything any form of sin is addictive. Once it grabs hold of our personality once it grabs hold of our
life it has to be broke but it's not going to be broke till we're at that point of desperation and that point of
desperation is not the aspect that just another time there's another plan there's another program there's
another book there's another somebody out there that might be able to do this miracle for my life that I can
overcome. It has to come to the point of desperation to the actual point to say I can't do it.

It is impossible for me to do it. I don't have within me what it takes to overcome. Now that becomes difficult
becomes difficult as a as an evangelist because I can't save anybody.

I can't change anybody. I don't have the ability. It's not within me to save a person.

I can't heal an individual. People don't heal people. Only God does.

But you know we can always be in the point in our life that we always think we're going to have the answer
if we do it just right if we get the program down just right if we get the right ideas we get it all pat then
eventually it's all going to fall into place I'm not going to get into the whole message because it's got it's
rather involved in trying to establish particular ideas basically the idea was just murder is there such thing
as just murder and I was going to just bring out for example sake the argument that goes on between just
war and pacifism is there such a thing that we can justly go out and kill people is abortion right is there a
way that a person can kill an innocent baby in the womb and never have it just but then scriptures speak of
capital punishment is it just today

for somebody to be killed for their actions but yet when you get into the Old Testament and you get into
Exodus and you get into Leviticus it speaks of all the reasons for capital punishment it speaks of the
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reasons for capital punishment of the aspect of of murder goes through all this litany and in Exodus 21 and
22 this litany of crimes that you can do in murder and different forms of murder that you can be executed
for then it goes into Exodus 35 where it says that any person who breaks the Sabbath must be killed any
person who breaks Sabbath must be killed and then when you get into Leviticus 20 it gets into the aspect
of all the the reasons for capital punishment of sexual sins from homosexuality to bestiality to adultery all
of them says that they should all be stoned to death I

mean the scriptures get very serious about it that there is an aspect of it but yet is if we were to look at it
and we were to have a firing squad right now how many people would be lined up to get shot and how
many people would be able to shoot there's one type of killing that I'll say is absolutely just and that's the
killing of self not in the aspect of suicide which is there again murder and taking our own life in our own
hands and taking away God's right but it's the aspect of what Paul refers to is as killing the old man
crucifying the old man but you know there's this idea within crucifying the old man that we can try to do it
we can try to do we can have that lust come against us that hate come against us whatever it might be
come against our life and we can go and try and I'm

gonna try and kill this thing and never overcome it because we can try and battle it I'm gonna get this
thought on my mind I'm gonna get it out of my life I'm sick of it being a plague on to me I'm sick of it as
being a leech upon me that sucks my life out of me I'm tired of it I want some form of freedom but I don't
know how to get freedom and I keep looking to you Jesus keep praying and praying but this thing just is a
plague on me I just can't get rid of it Romans 12 1 and 2 tells that we are to give our lives as a living
sacrifice which is our reasonable service that's a reason was that is what he expects of you period of every
single human being he expects of every human being to give themselves as a living sacrifice and it's
interesting about a living sacrifice because we must be

both the priest that offers a sacrifice and the sacrifice itself we must be both we must take our own hand
and slay ourselves and be willing to die at the same time and as a living sacrifice we are the ones who
must do it as alive and be willing to look at it and say I will kill this but you know there's something that
becomes important because there again I can know I should slay this thing in my life but yet there's still
not the desperateness there has to be something greater there has to be something more powerful there
has to be something more powerful and that's really what I want to look at is something that is more
powerful you see I could go to you and we could go in and take a magic marker and start writing on all
these walls laws and tell you all the things that you should be

doing and we could fill these walls with them of all the things that you guys should be doing in your life that
not just you guys but all of us should be doing and you know what those things would do on the wall all
they would do is become a big finger that would point at us and accuse us because it would make us guilty
because we would find every single one of those laws were breaking and we break constantly in our lives
or in various ways the law would slay us it would kill us it wouldn't put us to a point of such guilt that we
would be in a hopeless state but there's a reason that's greater the law cannot bring us to a point to want
to change knowing we're doing wrong is not enough to know that you've sinned to know that you've hurt
people is not enough it is not enough that will

actually make you change there must be something more there must be something greater and if you
don't grab hold of the greater you will never have the drive of desperation for change because you'll know
you should do right the law will be before you that will say stop it stop the fornication stop the adultery stop
the homosexuality stop it but yet the drive the power isn't there to be able to break the chains there must
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be something more there must be a love that is more powerful than the passions of the flesh and until you
get a hold of a love that is more powerful than passions of the flesh the passions of the flesh whether it be
pride or whether it be be sexual sins whether it be self-righteousness or whether it be you know anything
else out there that we could name there must be

something more important more powerful and until that seizes our soul there will not be the driving passion
of holiness for him for God that we will long for him so much that we will say anything you see that's at the
point of desperation when we finally say God I can't break these chains these chains are too strong for me
I'm tired of it I'm sick of it I'm tired of the law that points a finger at me my whole life I've known I've been
doing wrong I know this has been sinned this has been a problem a plague upon my life but the laws
pointed a finger at me and accused me and I've been guilty before and not able to change it occasionally I
think I get it in control occasionally I think I get a little bit under control and a little bit of handle on it but all
sudden it just breaks forth again

with with new vehemence and new new aggressiveness there must be a passion greater and if you don't
grab hold of that passion you're not going to be able to really change because it's only in that Robert
Murray McSheehan says you are all guilt he is a fountain to wash you you are all naked he is a wedding
garment to cover you you are dead he is life you are all wounds and bruises he is the balm of Gilead but
see so long as we think that we have control that we have the ability to handle the sin in our life the
problems in our life as long as we think that we have it we think we're the balm we think we're the clothes
we think we're the answer I can do it I'm not I just know I have the willpower my willpower is strong enough
to bring this temptation to bring this lust and control I have

that tenacity no you don't you don't have it I don't care how much you say it you'll be lying to yourself
because you'll always go the same route all sin is addictive all has the same thing all of it brings people to
the same identical points of helplessness that they can't overcome it by themselves you see we don't have
the power to change there must be a love that's more powerful the power of the law can't change you I
don't care what the power of the law cannot change you the law points a finger at you but it can't change
you it accuses you can't make you be different self-love can't change you I don't care how much you like
yourself it can't change you can't change you you know self-righteousness won't do it there's a whole thing
that becomes very ugly and I refer to it as proud piety

you know we think that we can be so good Christians but here underneath is this self-willed rebellion that
that rules and reigns in our life but yet we think we're still pretty good we're not that bad you know I just got
this little problem in my life this little problem not that bad but you see you have the situation of the
Pharisee and the publican that went into the temple to pray and Jesus gave this illustration and in Luke 18
and he says the the the Pharisee went in there and he went says God I'm glad I'm not like this man over
here says you know I fast twice a week I do all the things I'm supposed to I tithe and I give my alms and
boy I'm such a swell guy God I know you and I we just we just got it tight and the other man went and
smote his breasts and says Lord have mercy on me I'm

a sinner and Jesus the second man walked away justified he walked away justified count Zinzendorf which
is the founder of the Moravian revival one of those powerful revivals I've read on he ended up making the
statement he was a man in passion for God he says I am ever as a poor sinner a captive of eternal love
running by the side of Christ's triumphal chariot and I have no desire to be anything else as long as I live
he came to the point of victory in his life because he saw himself as a sinner once again but saw the only
hope I don't have a hope as a sinner there is no hope for me of myself because the law accuses me
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before my God I am guilty before him so as a sinner I am helpless I'm helpless and overcoming my
temptations all the things that come against me unless I come to the point

of desperation unless I come to a point as what I'll deal with in a minute of abandonment of abandonment
and this is what becomes so difficult of abandoning ourselves you know all of our life we've tried to have
some form of control all of our life I mean just look at your own addiction look at your own sin that you
have how many times you tried to control it how many times you tried to bring it into some corner form of
of handle you know problem that you could handle how many times have you done how many ways have
you thought of it how many times you sat down and and grieved over the the sin that's been there but not
known how to overcome it you see it's not in you you can't overcome it you don't have the power that's
why we have to come to the point of reckless abandonment as what

Oswald Chambers referred to it as that we come to the point to say God there is no other hope as long as
you believe there's a hope outside of abandonment to Christ you will continue to try those things and you
will continue to fail because you'll continue to come to the same identical point I know I can do it all I have
to do is this particular thing that particular thing just just I'm just having a little problem right now as long as
you keep thinking that it's within your ability within your strength you're going to remain a captive and
possessed by that sin you see you submit either to one thing or another and whoever you submit and I
was going to get into this but due to time I'm not going to is in Romans 6 take time and read Romans 6
Romans 6 speaks of the situation and how whoever

we give ourselves to we become the slave to whether a slave to wickedness or whether a slave to
righteousness whoever I yield myself to it's not the aspect that whoever I take control of it's whoever I yield
myself to you see sin possesses us addictions possess us Christ can possess us but it's a matter of what
we yield to it's a matter of whether we get desperate enough you see the alcoholic will be on the streets
lose everything in his life family friends everything until he gets so sick of his lifestyle that he'll change
that's the same thing with your lives I mean you can destroy every single individual around you and that's
still not be enough for you to want to change I pray that it is that you become so desperate saying I'm tired
of it God I'm tired of it there is only one hope

when you come to the point of desperation to say there's only one hope and you lay yourself at his feet
then you'll find the power to overcome because it's not going to be in you it's not going to be another time
of sitting down saying if I just get it together if I just bring my mind the captain if I just if I just have enough
strength it's abandonment the helplessness that we sit down and say God I can't do it General William
Booth the founder of Salvation Army says the greatness of a man's power is the measure of his surrender
people have done great things for God we're not people who had great abilities of themselves but had the
ability to surrender to give up to abandon themselves to say Jesus there isn't another hope there is
nothing else we have to come to the point to abandon self

we have to see that self is at war with God it is at war I mean it's just not this small little problem your sin is
in direct rebellion against God it is at war with him you can try and deal with it nicely you can try and and
gloss it over doesn't change the battle it is still at war with God a war that you will ultimately lose unless
you come to the point to abandon yourself to fall at his feet save Jesus there is nothing else there is
nothing else there's no other hope I don't have another hope until you come to that point it'll be the works
and the battles of the flesh you see self is the development of idols and in Psalms 115 it relates that all the
idols are made after the image of men men make them with their own hands and they make them after
what they think that it should be all
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of the gods in our life all the lusts of our flesh and the pride of our life is all man-made by what we see
that's why another man cannot really help you we can bring in and a Christian can bring you to the point of
who the helper is but I'm as broken as anybody else it can only be a God who is absolutely perfect who is
not made in the image of men and and made like men but is totally other Jesus not like us he was God
incarnate in flesh and blood he was absolutely perfect absolutely overcame but this God who is totally
different from us is able to impart to us that which can make us to overcome because we can't do it
ourselves we have to come to the point to abandon our self-interest our ambitions right now some of you
are at a point going man I wish I was home I want to be with my wife

and kids I want this I want that you're not gonna overcome T come the point to abandon yourself to say
God there is no other hope there is no other place I can't overcome except at your feet I give up because
until you change me I will still be the same identical man doing the same identical things maybe with some
different circumstances different situations but it can only be you this is so important we're not going to be
able to do anything and go anywhere to abandon ourselves for self loves Andrew Murray says nothing but
the presence of God can reveal and expel self a clear insight was given Paul into the deep truth that the
presence of Jesus will banish every desire to seek anything in ourselves and will make us delight in every
humiliation that prepares us for his fuller

manifestation only seeing Jesus only gazing upon him you have to lay aside your self-worth that he's the
only one that can do it you have to lay aside your wants and your desires you haven't come to the point to
lay aside ministry to say geez I can't do nothing you see no ministers is of any value at all until he's at a
point of such brokenness that God can begin to use him it's not just the aspect that an individual can
speak it's not just an aspect that he can do particular things it's the aspect of abandonment upon Christ
because God wants ministry to flow from his very presence not from our human understanding not from
our human ability not from our plans but from the aspect of abandonment upon him that we become
vessels that he can flow through you see as Steve referred to as abiding

this becomes the basics of it of giving up entirely our very being and resting in only what he has because
only he can make us to overcome Andrew Murray said against as Christ found this life of entire self
renunciation of absolute submission and dependence upon the father's will to be one of perfect peace and
joy he lost nothing by giving everything to the father he lost nothing by giving everything to the father we
have this thing of control once again we want control of our life but Jesus saying you must give up control
you must abandon yourself as long as you try to control as long as you try to have a handle as light as
long as you try to have an answer you'll do it on your own you can't do it you'll fail but in Christ there's
absolute victory because we come to the point and abandon

ourselves we give ourselves up we say geez I'm helpless apart from you only you can do it only you can
do it and so Jesus proved this in his own life God becoming man but yet abandoning himself to the father
did not become less of a man because of that abandonment he became the epitome the perfect image of
what man is to be that is a man's man right there of what were to look at and what were to be and so what
do I see is the answer I'm gonna give you very simply what I see is the answer and I think this to be so
important that it is to see Jesus to see Jesus Psalms 141 verses 8 9 says but my eyes are fixed on you Oh
Sovereign Lord in you I take refuge do not give me over to death keep me from the snares they have laid
for me from the traps set by evil doers from the traps set by the

devil or anything else says if I have my eyes on you you will keep me from those things every time we fall
in the sin it's because we take our eyes off of Jesus we lose the vision we lose our first love the devil
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brings temptation something across our our path and we start taking our eyes looking at this thing as it
goes by or that thing we take our eyes off of him but when we gaze upon him we look at him saying you
are the only source you are the only hope you are the only power that can break this sin that controls me
and has destroyed so many lives you are the only hope and I'm gonna look at you I'm not gonna take my
eyes off you because I know you're the only hope but you know that it's hard you may overcome because
you begin to do it but men of God and women of God are made because

they apply this truth to their life in a deep way in a deep way so that all they want all they long for is Jesus
you see going back to the idea of the laws written on the walls all it does is accuse you before God there is
a power for holiness the power for holiness is rooted in intimacy look at Jesus fall in love with Jesus let
that love burn in your heart and he'll say change and you'll say yes and you'll say Jesus anything anything
show me anything and I'll do it because I have found a love more powerful than lust I found a love more
powerful than pride I found a source of strength that is greater than any temptation because if you don't
have something more powerful than your temptation you will not overcome because the power of the
temptation will keep taking you down there must be a

greater love a greater power a greater force in your life he won't cram it down your throat Jesus I'm gonna
come to you and cram his love down your throat you must go and seize it and when you don't love him you
must fall at his feet and say geez forgive me because I don't love you I don't know how to love you will you
begin to teach me how to love you that I might love you and only you and not the things of this world Jesus
teach me because I can't do it Smith Wigglesworth went and made the statement he says no man can see
God and live that's Scripture but he went on to say he says that is why we all need to see Jesus that we
might cease to be and that he might live through us you see when I begin to look at Jesus just like Isaiah
saw God high and lifted up in the temple he was changed

he was changed because he saw God he had a new vision he had already prophesied for five chapters it
was in the sixth chapter of Isaiah that God visited Isaiah and God touched him and changed him David
Wilkerson ended up saying the true man of God must fully accept the fundamental principle that of himself
he can do nothing and all things are of and out of God you see you can't change yourself you cannot now
he wants you to cooperate with him okay it's not this thing that God just comes in and rips it out of your life
he wants you to work with him and cooperate with him but it is his work if he doesn't touch your life you'll
remain in your sin till you die is that he has mercy and wants to rescue you wants to take you out of the pit
of despair and give you a hope that's alone in him but

it comes down to the point to say I can't do it it can only be you and when there's victory to understand
where it came from it didn't come because you decide to pray so much or because you decide to read so
much good as those may be it came because God and his mercy visited you and you began to lay yourself
at his feet you saw the cross once again you saw the beauty of it and the splendor of it and you fell in love
with the one who hung on there for you and that blood became so precious to you that you cried out for its
cleansing stream Austin Sparks ended up saying to learn Christ we must first see Christ the mark of a life
governed by the Holy Spirit is that such a life is continually and evermore occupied with Christ that Christ
is becoming greater and greater as time goes on there's

victory that you begin to see Jesus and you fall in love with him more and more and more and you become
more dependent because he's the only one that can teach you how to love right he's the only one that can
teach you how to change he's the only one who has victory in it John Greenfield writing on the Moravian
revival and the revival that broke into this church and in her and hut Germany says their spiritual vision the
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Moravians became so keen that they could see him who is invisible the form in which he appeared to them
most frequently was when he was led as a lamb to the slaughter wounded for their transgressions and
bruised for their iniquity in this divine presence of their bleeding and dying Lord they were overwhelmed
with their own sinfulness and with his more abounding grace

hushed with her comfort traverses and quarrels crucified were their passions and pride as they gazed
upon the agonies of their expiring God their prayers their litanies their hymns their conversation and their
sermons had one theme the wounds the blood and the death of Christ in the 1700s God visited her not
with a bunch of people they became so desperate so desperate and what they longed to see was Jesus
and Jesus showed himself and what they kept seeing was this crucified Lord and it made them
desperately hungry for him passionately in love of a God that would love them so mightily I want to read
one last quote before I quote before I close Robert Murray McSheehan said let the Holy Spirit fill every
chamber of your heart so that there will be no room for folly or the world or Satan or

the flesh let the Holy Spirit fill every chamber of your heart desperation for God let him fill every chamber
of your heart what's not full get on your face and say Jesus I don't know how to fill it I don't know what's to
happen but I know you're the only hope dear God do something in my life because there is no other place
I'm tired of the chains I'm tired of being a slave to sin I'm tired of the passions of the flesh Jesus I want to
see you new and fresh I want a passion that burns in my heart he's able to do it let him fill every chamber
of your heart

Audio: https://sermonindex1.b-cdn.net/17/SID17414.mp3
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