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Made Unto Us - All Things

by G.W. North

Jesus Christ is made unto us the substance of all virtues and graces, and the Holy Spirit is made unto us the
many virtues of God we desperately need.

Scripture: John 14:16-17, John 15:5, Romans 8:9-11, Romans 8:16, 1 Corinthians 1:30, 2 Corinthians 5:21, Galatians
5:22-23, Ephesians 4:30, Philippians 2:1-2, 1 John 4:13
Topics: "Role of the Holy Spirit", "Embodiment of Virtue"

Description

G.W. North emphasizes that Jesus Christ embodies all virtues and graces, being made sin for humanity
while remaining sinless. He illustrates how Christ's life personifies the spiritual qualities described in the
Old Testament, making Him the substance of all that is virtuous. The Holy Spirit, in a similar manner,
imparts these virtues to believers, allowing them to reflect Christ's character. North highlights the unity and
love within the Godhead, showing how the Holy Spirit identifies with both Christ and believers to fulfill
God's purposes. Ultimately, the sermon reveals that through the Spirit, believers can experience and
display the life of Christ.

Transcript

When Jesus Christ was made in flesh He was made the substance of all the virtuous things we read of in
the Old Testament. The people of His day were able to see, hear and handle in a man, at least in part,
what the eternal life really was. He was the personification to them of all spiritual virtues and graces and
powers. Though sinless, He was made in the likeness of sinful flesh; He came for sin and to be made sin;
this was His daring. Being so absolutely perfect He could be made the embodiment of sin and all human
imperfection, and not be ruined by it. To that generation He was made everything perfect and glorious and
needful and wonderful, then at the end of His life for that generation He was made everything imperfect
and shameful and sinful and terrible. What He was made for that generation He was made for every
generation before and since; He was made sin for us. Hallelujah! Just as truly as He was made the
substance of everything virtuous to that generation, so to us also He is made the substance of all virtues
and graces and powers. Paul lists some of them: 'wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption’,
we could add to this list almost ad infinitum if we had power to comprehend what no language can
possibly express.

Now what we have seen to be true of Christ Jesus is also true of the Holy Spirit to the same degree,
though not in the same manner. The Holy Spirit is made unto us all the many virtues of God which we so
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desperately need. Perhaps the simplest illustration of this is in that marvellous section of the Galatian
letter wherein Paul speaks of the fruit of the Spirit. Each of the graces mentioned there is nothing other
than one of the many precious virtues of Jesus; it is as though the writer had examined His person and
had set down an analysis of His personality and personal qualities. Though not exhaustive, this group of
characteristics put together by Paul is a description of the man Jesus, His manner and ways to God and to
men - and wonderful He is. More wonderfully, this is what He is made to us by the Spirit so that we may
enjoy and display His life. Still more wonderfully He is made that, through us, to God. The fruit of the Spirit
is the spiritual substance of the life of Christ which made Him such indestructible Rock, even when He was
made sin on the cross, with the result that the attack mounted upon Him there by the devil and his armies
was broken upon Him. By the fruit of the same Spirit abiding in us as He did in Christ, the fact that Christ
lives in us is proved. There is no other proof that this is so; the Spirit is given to us basically for this
purpose.

One of the wonderful things discoverable in the New Testament about God is how greatly the persons of
the Godhead love each other. So great is this love that they integrate and identify with each other almost
to the point of loss of personal identity, if not of individuality; this they do purely for love's sake, that the
overall purposes of God may be unitedly fulfilled. Quite irrespective of the need to preserve their own
distinctive personalities and natural roles, they give all their energies to the project in hand, whatever it is,
in order to maintain the unity and single-mindedness of the trinity. Paul shows us here how the Holy Spirit
identifies with the Son in order to be the Spirit of sonship in us; 'Father’, He cries, and in so doing fulfils His
other purpose of identifying Himself with our spirits also. He does this by and through the urgent
immediacy of need within us because of regeneration; first He creates it, then he fulfils it; it is this need
which makes the Holy Spirit so indispensable to each of us. Just as Christ did this same thing over a
period of time when He identified with humanity as a whole by incarnation, so the Holy Spirit does it with
individuals in order to certify that they are regenerate. Christ did this so that He may identify with us
humanly, that is, in human nature and form; the Holy Spirit does it so that we may identify with Christ
spiritually, that is, in spiritual nature and manner. As we shall see, this is not the only way or the only
reason for which He does it; another instance in this same section affords us a further insight into His
versatility and activities. Paul speaks of 'the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead'; without
guestion, the person who raised Him from the dead was the Father, for Paul says so in chapter six.
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