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Audio■ Be My Strong Habitation
by Hans R. Waldvogel

This sermon emphasizes the importance of hiding in God, allowing Him to take control and be united with us in

every aspect of our lives. It explores the concept of living by Christ within us, surrendering our hearts completely

to Him, and finding our true identity and strength in Him. The sermon also delves into the necessity of

recognizing our own inadequacy and nothingness in order to fully abide in God's strong habitation, where He

governs every part of our being and protects us from the dangers of being disconnected from Him.

Scripture: John 15:4, Colossians 3:3, Galatians 2:20, Psalm 27:5, Proverbs 4:23, 2 Corinthians 4:7, Psalm 32:7, Psalm
91:1, James 4:7, Psalm 119:11

Topics: "Hiding in God", "Surrendering to Christ"

Description

This sermon emphasizes the importance of hiding in God, allowing Him to take control and be united with
us in every aspect of our lives. It explores the concept of living by Christ within us, surrendering our hearts
completely to Him, and finding our true identity and strength in Him. The sermon also delves into the
necessity of recognizing our own inadequacy and nothingness in order to fully abide in God's strong
habitation, where He governs every part of our being and protects us from the dangers of being
disconnected from Him.

Transcript

Hiding in him doesn't mean to turn your eyes inside out and to breathe heavily and to look religious. But it
means to be united to God, it means to let God Almighty take over, to shut you in with himself so that
whatever we are, whatever we do, we do and we are by him. Glory to God.

Father, I in them and thou in me. I think we see something of that in the life of Jesus. We know that God
Almighty lived in him, walked in him, controlled him, his mind, his words.

He said the words that I speak unto you, I speak not of myself but the Father that dwelleth in me. It's a
great secret. He that seeth me hath seen the Father.

Why sayest thou showest the Father? And so he said, he that eateth me shall live by me. Father, I in
them. Now that's true of us this morning.

Christ is in us. The Father is in us. But to hide in him means to recognize that and to live it.
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To live by him even as he lived by the Father. That's why the Lord is so persistent in calling us to hide in
him. Psalm 91 talks about that hiding place, the secret place of the most high, the shadow of the Almighty.

I've often been surprised in reading Madame Guyon's autobiography at the way that woman found that
place. Now what in the world made her alone in the whole world? A world full of Catholicism, full of
Protestantism, full of religion, full of warfare. But you know that woman was a greater reformer than Martin
Luther.

Martin Luther and other reformers were, after all, religious politicians. They aimed at the exterior, the
outward forms of religion, which they thought were wrong. But she through the power of the Holy Ghost
made an assault upon this habitation, the heart of man.

How in the world did she get there? Well, you know, Jesus Christ revealed himself to her. And she said
she woke up or rather she suddenly found within her a fountain flowing. Why? She said, I sought the Lord
outside of myself and now I found him within.

And he became my king and my heart became his kingdom. She said up to that time she had tried to pray.
She had fasted.

She had prayed. She had chastened herself to find God. She couldn't find until someone said, Madam, it's
because you seek on the outside what you have within.

Oh, that's it. Guard thy heart with all diligence for out of it are the issues of life. When the heart is God's
possession, when God possesses that heart, when he becomes the manager and the king and the Lord of
your heart, then your whole life becomes his kingdom.

Then Jesus rules and reigns. Where do our thoughts come from? Why, Jesus says out of the heart
proceed evil thoughts, adultery, fornication, theft, perjury, all these things. They all have their inception in
the heart.

How do they get there? Where do our thoughts, our feelings originate? Why, in the heart. But, oh Jesus, to
hide in you means to pay attention to you, means to gather up all the powers of my being and submit them
and subject them to Jesus. That's the job.

The Lord has said what it means is to come down and to come in. And if God in these two weeks can hide
us and show us that hiding place so that we can say, be thou my strong habitation. It's a very, very real
habitation.

It doesn't make sort of a dishrag out of you, but it makes a monarch out of you, makes a king out of you, a
priest. They that receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in life. It means
that life gets hold of you.

It means that you become a vessel of life, filled with life, a channel through which Almighty God can pour
forth his eternal life. But the Bible, of course, makes very clear the fact that first of all I must reckon myself
dead indeed. Oh, that's it.

That's coming down. And as Jesus Christ revealed himself to Madame Guyon, she said there was
manifested within her a secret flow of sacred oil. She said she didn't sleep all night.
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She said she couldn't do anything but pray. She didn't pray with her lips anymore. But she said the prayer
she now made was the prayer of the Son of God within her.

The eternal word was operating within her soul. She didn't hear any voice or any words, but she felt that
light. And I've often wondered at one woman that lived like that.

And then she said when she went to church, of course, she was a Roman Catholic. She didn't hear the
sermon. She didn't see anybody that was there.

She said Jesus Christ within her heart held her so closely. And while she didn't hear the sermon, she kept
hearing that internal word, Christ. What does he mean when he says, I will manifest myself to him? Father,
thou hast hidden these things from the wise and prudent and revealed them unto them.

And unless we submit to that hiding power of the Holy Ghost, we'll never be hidden. There are a thousand
forces that pull us out. And you get hold of one thing, and you think God's the victory, and then a thousand
others fly off.

Did you ever try to shut an umbrella? You know, you get the umbrella, you close it up, and there are a
dozen or two dozen of iron things sticking up. And you try to put that iron cap over it. And you've got the
hardest time to gather them all because they spring up.

Well, that's a very crude illustration of what I mean by God hiding when he's got all the powers of your soul
in his control. Nothing is jumping up. Everything's controlled by the Holy Ghost.

Your will, your thoughts, your memory, your feelings, your affections, past, present, and future, it's all
submitted to him. Oh, what humility that constitutes. That's the only true humility.

People have written plenty of books about humility. It's just as simple as that. It simply means
abandonment to the indwelling King.

To the indwelling. Why do we pay attention to anybody and anything outside of him? Isn't it because we
love ourselves so much? We think so much of ourselves. We don't realize how infatuated we are with our
own doings, and maybe with our own spirituality and our own spiritual attainment.

Someone had received some gifts in the Holy Ghost, real powers, real gifts, wonderful gifts, and then they
got into trouble. And when I suggested to them, why don't you lay it down at Jesus' feet? Just quit
somehow. Why? They flew into a race and said, what? After I prayed all that down? After I labored so hard
over it? The funny thing was at that time, the Lord had exercised all those gifts in me too, but I never
thought of it.

I never saw any gifts or anything like that. I always laid everything down at Jesus' feet because they never
wanted anything but just him. He operates the gifts.

His is the kingdom and the power and the glory, and that's what's the matter as long as you are the center
of the universe. Well, then God has to command all the Milky Way to serve you, and everything relates to
you. All your spiritual attainments somehow have to reflect credit on yourself.

That isn't hiding. That's outwardness. That's dangerous.
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But oh, when Jesus Christ becomes, your all and in all self fades into nothingness. Jesus Christ really
becomes king, and he really becomes all and in all glory to God. That's what he means when he says,
delight thyself also in the Lord, and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.

Oh, how difficult it is for God to get his people to see that they need this hiding place. They need to get into
this hidden place with Christ in God. You know why it's so difficult? Oh, because we like to appropriate
things to ourselves.

We love. The Lord gave a strange message some time ago, which I couldn't quote, but it reminded me of
something God taught me many years ago, when I was deeply and passionately in love with Jesus. And
then after a while, I lost that.

I lost that passionate feeling. Oh, I was so in love with Jesus. I don't think any young man could be more in
love with a girl than I was with Jesus.

My heart was always burning and melting within me. And then for a while, God took all that away from me.
And I began to lament.

I said, oh Jesus, where are you? Where is my love for you? Then I saw something. I had fallen in love with
my love for Jesus. Did you ever do that? You know, we don't know how deceitful these hearts of ours are,
how desperately wicked, until we are enlightened by the Holy Ghost.

And oh, how is God going to get us to delight ourselves in the Lord, as long as we delight ourselves in
anything outside of him. That's where our defeats come from. And that's where our testings come from.

Peter is a good illustration of that. How he loved himself, how he admired himself, and he had reason to.
He was zealous.

He wasn't lazy like some of the other disciples. He was full of zeal. And when Jesus suggested that he
was going to betray him or deny him, he said, me, you don't know your Peter, or I'll go into prison and into
death.

The Lord was very kind, very kind, very kind. He wanted a different kind of a Peter. He wanted a vessel
that was emptied of self and self-love.

And he had to use a very strong medicine for Peter, a strong purgative. When nature won't flute the will,
they used to say. And God has strong medicine.

If you haven't got enough sense, our life, God uses, oh, poor Peter, how he wept. But you know, it was the
best thing that ever happened to him. The greatest blessing he ever received.

Did you ever get a blessing like that? And then we go into a dump and we make it impossible for God to
hide us. But oh, when the Lord loosens our hands from their treasured store and strips us and empties us.
And he says, we have the sentence of death in ourselves that we should learn not to trust in ourselves.

Since I had that experience, I've been afraid of this thing. I've been scared. And when the Lord shows me
my nothingness, then I shout to you.

Where do your shouts come from? Where do your blessings come from? When do you have your
anointing? Very amusing sometimes to watch people get anointing. I know what's happened to them.
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Sometimes in preachers.

I know they preach the good service. Next day, I can tell. They shout.

They're very spiritual. They pray. They feel their own.

They've been used of God. God's blessing. Beloved, these hearts of ours are desperately wicked.

Desperately wicked. And we don't worship God and we don't hide in him. And the devil will find us and he'll
trip us up until really Jesus Christ is the only one.

All in all, delight thyself. Oh, I can't at this very moment. Let go.

And oh, be thou my strong habitation. I know it doesn't come all at once. I know it comes through test.

Jesus said, Peter, Satan has desire to have, you know, he said, Simon. He didn't address him as the first
pope. He said, Simon, the way his wife calls him.

And she wanted him to start a fire or shine her shoes. Simon, Satan has desire to have you. Necessary.

Strange, isn't it, that it was necessary for God to turn that Peter over to the devil. There was nothing that
would wake him up but a sight of his own wickedness. And how often God has to do that with his choice of
the saints.

Oh, they've been used. They've been blessed so greatly, but they haven't realized a poisonous something
rising within them. God has seen it.

And in order to save them, he's got to do something very drastic. I heard the Lord say about a man one
time who had gotten right back into the world. He said, I had to do it to lead him to repentance.

Strange. Be thou my strong habitation. Oh, until I recognize my utter inability, my utter nothingness, I'm
not likely to crawl into that hiding place.

You know how the little chicks run. Run after worms and bugs and things. Until they hear a peal of thunder
and then the old hen clucks and how they rush under that wing.

They're not afraid of the lightning, but they're afraid of the thunder once. Catholic Pope. Not afraid of the
lightning.

And whenever it thundered, he was our polisher. He'd sit there and pray. And then these little chicks, they
run.

Oh, it's such a healthy experience to get acquainted with your horrors so that you will hide. Oh, Jesus is
opening his heart. He says, abide in me and I in you.

Without me, ye can do nothing. But as soon as we see a, I was going to say a worm, something that
interests us. Another thing the Lord found fault with me just as I got into the ministry.

He was teaching me something about hiding. And then he stopped and said, ah, I see you're getting
interested now in the need of souls. Why? I can't do anything for them.

That's what curses the ministry. Ministers who think they know. I was working with a minister one time.
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As soon as certain people came in through the door, he got up and he preached. Hellfire happened. And I
knew who he meant.

And they knew it too. He knew how to set things straight. He was like that Quaker minister who has driven
them all out of his church.

That's what this man did. And when he got them all out, he said to his deacon, well, they weren't worthy.
You and I are the only ones.

And I got my doubts about you too. You know, when you're hiding Jesus, you have no more thoughts. You
don't dare.

You have no more opinion. You don't dare. Oh, that's what's the matter with us.

We, we have too much confidence in our own knowledge, in our own spirituality. But oh, when it is really
Jesus Christ and he becomes the fountain of life, when I've really capitulated and crucified my flesh, I
mean my good flesh. And I believe Jesus Christ wants to help us, don't you? He will help us.

But oh, how few of God's people are teachable enough. If you're teachable, if you want to know, God will
let you know. And so we ought to spend two weeks crying for Jesus.

If thou liftest up thy voice for understanding, and cryeth for wisdom, and searchest for her as for his
treasure, then shalt thou understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of the Most High. For out
of his mouth goeth wisdom. The Lord giveth wisdom and understanding.

And oh, as we wait upon our God, I know the Lord is giving light right now. I know I can see a spark in
some spot. Why does God say that? God.

And why is it? Well, the time has come when God must find the people that are hidden. Really hidden. Not
in some corner, not in a monastery or a nunnery.

That isn't the place. But there is a strong habitation. It's strong.

The devil can't get at you. And you can't get out. It's powerful.

Its walls are salvation. Its gates are praise. But God himself, when God himself hides me, it means that he
grips every part of my being.

He controls. The reason we're overthrown and overcome by evil is because we haven't hidden. We
haven't come in.

Oh, how dangerous it is. What a dangerous place it is to be. Not hidden.

It reminds me of a story I learned in kindergarten, Switzerland. And thought of it for years. There was a
fish, not the one that swallowed Jonah, but this was a pike.

And he had a family of little pikes. Oh no, excuse me, it was a trout, I think, or maybe some other kind of
fish. And he was in an aquarium.

And this aquarium was divided into two parts. In one part were the pikes and the pickerel. And in the other
part were the closure fish.
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The parts that opened through the cut. And they had babies. And one of the mother fish taught the babies,
now you stay here.

There was a screen between the two so the pike and pickerel couldn't get in and eat those. But the
meshes were large enough for the little fish to get through. And this closure fish, maybe a Sunday school
teacher, got the little one and taught them, now don't you get through that screen because it's dangerous
on the other side.

But you know, one smart aleck came along. When the mother wasn't looking, he slipped through the
meshes and right into the mouth of the pike. He graduated.

He didn't have to go to school anymore. Well, what does Jesus mean when he says, abide in me and I in
you? He that abides not in me is cut off from the branch of wit. Oh, let us learn the lesson that God sets
before us.

Let us really come down and come in. Now, tell you, nobody can teach us that but Jesus, the Holy Ghost.
Oh, I'm so thankful for his presence.

I'm so glad that he's here. Now, he wanted me to get up and save yourself so we wouldn't have gotten up.
There must have been a purpose.

And as we wait upon the Lord, Brother Gardner called attention to the fact that after we've had a season of
waiting upon God in silence, we feel the change. You call that silence? Yes. But you know, there are
sounds that are inaudible to our natural ears because they're not made for those sounds.

There's a voice. There's a word that continues to speak to our hearts. And when we cease hearing man's
voice, then we hear the voice of the bridegroom.

It isn't an audible voice to our ears, but it is to our spirits, to our inner man. We hear. We understand things
that you cannot read in books.

It's the eternal word that gives eternal life. Now, God has been doing some hiding. I'll let him lock the door.

Video: https://sermonindex2.b-cdn.net/QDP5FHta9h4.mp4
Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/hans-r-waldvogel/audio-be-my-strong-habitation/
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