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Call to Prayer (Revival Though Prayer)
by Hans R. Waldvogel

The sermon emphasizes the importance of prayer in experiencing God's power and presence, and calls listeners

to a life of prayer and revival.

Scripture: 1 Samuel 14:1, 1 Samuel 14:12-13, 2 Chronicles 7:14, Matthew 7:7, Luke 11:9-10, John 14:13-14, Acts 1:14,
Philippians 4:6-7, 1 Thessalonians 5:17, James 5:16

Topics: "Prayer", "Revival"

Description

Hans R. Waldvogel emphasizes the necessity of prayer for revival, sharing personal experiences of
seeking God amidst discouragement. He recounts a time when he prayed fervently for souls, illustrating
how God answers prayers when we earnestly seek Him. Waldvogel encourages believers to restore their
first love and engage in prayer, highlighting the importance of leading by example to inspire others. He
challenges the church to move beyond complacency and actively pursue God's calling, reminding them
that true victory comes from being filled with the Holy Spirit.

Transcript

Selected Verses:

I Samuel 14:1. Now it came to pass upon a day, that Jonathan the son of Saul said unto the young man
that bare his armour, Come, and let us go over to the Philistines' garrison, that is on the other side. But he
told not his father.

I Samuel 14:12,13. And the men of the garrison answered Jonathan and his armourbearer, and said,
Come up to us, and we will shew you a thing. And Jonathan said unto his armourbearer, Come up after
me: for the Lord hath delivered them into the hand of Israel. And Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and
upon his feet, and his armourbearer after him: and they fell before Jonathan; and his armourbearer slew
after him.

Opening:

We ought to pray; believe God. I've told many times my experience: when I came into Pentecost, I came
into a place where sometimes they had deep-life services, and they locked the door. I remember how
people clamored on the outside. They looked at the sign; they said, "There, they say 'Everybody
Welcome,' and then they lock the door!" They didn't want sinners in there. I didn't like it. I didn't like it.
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And one night when it was raining cats and dogs, I was given charge of the meeting. I don't know where
the other ministers were, but it looked awfully hopeless. It looked like one of those nights, you know, when
nobody comes to meeting, so I was asked to take charge of the meeting. I was good enough for that night.
And so I took the biggest umbrella I could find, and every step I took under that umbrella was a prayer. I
said, "God, You promised to make me a fisher of men, and now I hold You to Your promise"--every step,
till I got to the mission.

And when I opened the door, what did I find, what did my little pink eyes see? Four holiness preachers!
That's the whole audience there was. And I knew them; they came from a section of holiness movement
that hated us, and derided us, and despised us, and criticized us. And they had come to criticize. And I
said, "A fine meeting this is going to be." But I went to the platform, and I knelt down, like a good preacher
ought to, dealing with God. And presently, I heard the door squeak. And the Lord seemed to say, "There's
your fish."

You know, when you pray like that, God will answer your prayer. He says so. That's what we're here for.
That's what God fills us with the Holy Ghost for--glory to God!--to get souls saved, to snatch them like
brands "out of the burning fire."

...

Selected Quotes:

O my Father, my Father, won't You come through the power of the Holy Ghost and renew, renew that first
love? O my Father, renew, restore that which is fallen down. Maybe you'll have to do like Elijah: restore
the tabernacle, or rather the altar. It was broken down badly, and Elijah had to get to the Bible and see just
how it had to be built, and he restored it exactly like the Lord wanted it. And he did not ask for fire before
that altar was restored.

...

Five minutes before meeting, people lounge around and read their Sunday school papers. Is that the best
thing you know to do? There was a time when they'd go into the back room and have a prayer meeting
and get the young people to pray. That's all our young people need. You can kick about them all you want,
but they see your example; they see what a hypocrite you are. If you would lead them to prayer, if you
would live a life of prayer, a life of holiness with God, God would posses you, God would fill you, God
would shine through you, God would fire atomic bombs out of you, and there would be some action;
there'd be something doing.

...

Does Jesus ever say anything like that to you? Maybe you belong to a backslidden church. Now the best
thing to do is to kick about backsliders and kick about people who don't do well! Does Jesus ever say,
"Come on, let's go. Let's go, my armor bearer. Come on, you and I. Saul the preacher and all the saints
are backslidden, and some of them have gone over into the gossiping camp of the enemy. But listen,
come on. It is nothing with the Lord to save by many..." Maybe, maybe God will use us; maybe God will
use me--maybe. Did God ever talk to you like that, or are you so deaf that He can't talk to you? Are you so
calloused in your soul, so sodden in your own flesh that God cannot inspire you?

...
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God is in you. "I in them..." Beloved, there's no other victory. There is no other victory but that.

...

Illustrations:

A story of deep repentance. "Those tears, they cut grooves right down to the skin and right into the heart."
(from 3:11)

The healing of a lame man starts a revival. (from 4:13)

The example of nephew Walter. "One day I had to go down to the furnace at 2:00 in the morning, and I
found Walter in the front room, weeping. I said, 'Walter, you ought to be in bed.' He said, 'Oh, I'm afraid I
won't be ready when Jesus comes.'" (from 9:47)

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/hans-r-waldvogel/call-to-prayer-revival-though-prayer/
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