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Partakers of Christ (Hebrews 3)

by Hans R. Waldvogel

The sermon emphasizes the importance of being united with Christ and maintaining steadfast confidence in our
faith amidst trials.

Scripture: Ephesians 3:10-12, Philippians 4:19, Colossians 1:27, Hebrews 3:1, Hebrews 3:14
Topics: "Faith”, "Union with Christ"

Description

Hans R. Waldvogel emphasizes the profound truth that believers are called to be partakers of Christ,
which signifies a deep union with Him rather than merely receiving His blessings. He urges the
congregation to hold steadfastly to their confidence in Christ, reminding them that true faith is essential for
experiencing God's promises and provisions. Waldvogel highlights the importance of understanding our
identity in Christ and the necessity of walking by faith, especially during trials and tests. He warns against
the dangers of doubt and encourages believers to expect God's abundant provision in their lives.
Ultimately, the call is to be transformed into the likeness of Jesus, not just to improve morally but to
embody His character.

Transcript

Selected Verses:

Hebrews 3:1. Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High
Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;

Hebrews 3:14. For we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold the beginning of our confidence stedfast
unto the end,;

Colossians 1:27. To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among
the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Eph 3:10-12. To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known
by the church the manifold wisdom of God, According to the eternal purpose which he purposed in Christ
Jesus our Lord: In whom we have boldness and access with confidence by the faith of him.

Philippians 4:19. But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

Opening:
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If anyone really wants to do God's will, you have to learn to walk by faith. There's a wonderful scripture
concerning this truth: "We are made partakers of Christ." Think, think for a moment: "We are made
partakers of Christ." That doesn't mean that we get His blessings, but it means we become united to Him:
we're one with Him.

Oh, God, how far we have drifted from the hope of the gospel, unless that hope has gripped us so that we
cannot live without it anymore. "We are made partakers of Christ." You know where that scripture is, don't
you? Let's see, you scribes and Pharisees, how much you know about it. Where is it? Well, there are
several scriptures. But the one I'm thinking of is tremendously marvelous. It begins like this: "Wherefore,
holy brethren..."

Selected Quotes:

"Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling..." Do you know that our meetings ought to be
more important than all the sessions of university and of Congress in Washington? It should be. We ought
to come together with Jesus Christ to learn from Him. | sometimes tremble when | think of it--when | think
of how slow | have been to comprehend and to understand. And that is not God's fault at all. He has sent
to us a wonderful Teacher, and this Teacher wants to "guide us into all truth." And you know what the truth
is? It's the Truth that none of the princes of this world knew--with all their university education, with all their
civilization, with all their instruments, with all their theology, and all their knowledge of science. They have
not been able to understand even the A.B.C. of it. But unto us, "God has revealed them by His Spirit..."

And God's here this morning. He wants you to know something. And the only way He can make us know
is by filling us with the Holy Ghost. Only that Spirit of God can make me understand these things.

Now, why does he liken Jesus to Moses? Because Moses had a ministry and a charge from God to lead
His people out of Egypt into the Promised Land. But Jesus Christ has a charge from God to lead you and
me out of the flesh into His glory!

Oh, this morning we're discussing this glorious gospel, this wonderful call of God! And the first thing that
God wants is that we believe Him. Praise God! You might say, "Well, me?" Many times I've said that to
God: "My God, I'm just a little piece of dust in the great universe. And to think that You should think of me!
My God, to think that You should love me!" Why, that's more than | can grasp. | can't grasp it. But God
wants me to believe it. And | know it today. And He wants me to have this confidence.

As soon as | give myself to the Lord Jesus Christ, | know that all the responsibility is His. He is the pilot.
"He has begun a good work" in me, and He won't give it up until He's finished it. Not only that, but He is
able--abundantly able, Hallelujah! And everything depends on my having faith in Him--having confidence
in my Lord Jesus Christ. And we can search our hearts this morning and see how it is with my confidence.

The trouble is we like to have confidence in ourselves. That's been my fault years ago. | looked at myself
and | said, "Hey, wait a minute. Wait a minute! You don't fulfill here, or there, or elsewhere." You'll never
fulfill that way. You must have confidence in Jesus Christ, that "He who has begun a good work..." He
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knew what kind of material He picked up when He picked you up. And the Bible says He has purposely
picked up poor material--Glory to God!--that He might "bring to nought things that are," that He might show
unto the angels the "exceeding riches" of His wisdom toward us.

| ought to begin in the morning every morning by saying, "Jesus Christ, | know You're going to do
‘exceeding abundantly above all that | can ask or think,' today. I'm going to have that confidence. I'm going
to expect nothing from myself, but | am going to expect everything from You. I'm going to expect You to
open my mouth when | need to open it, and to keep it shut when | need to keep my mouth shut. I'm going
to expect You to take hold of my mouth, and of my mind, and of my body, and of my soul. I'm going to
expect You to keep my body well. I'm going to expect You, my God, to keep away the germs, and the
devils, and all that might tempt me." Why that's the promise of God! Halellujah! But listen, it's more than
that--more than a promise. It's a provision that God makes: "My God shall supply every need of
yours"--How?--"according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus."

They failed God because when they were tested and tried, they refused to believe God. And don't we do
the same thing? Don't we? Haven't you ever had the experience of needing a healing, for instance? And
you don't seem to get an answer to your prayer right away, and then God reminds you of how some ten
years ago you got a healing, or fifteen years ago you got a healing. And then God says, "Don't you think |
can do it today?" And because God lets you be tested--why, it's necessary that we be tested. The Apostle
Peter says, "If need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations.” What for? "That the trial of
your faith may be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ." Not to your
honor, but to His honor! Beloved, we've got many lessons to learn. And yet there's only one lesson to
learn, and that lesson is: Jesus, Jesus, Jesus!

He says, "they do alway err in their heart, and they have not known My ways, so | sware in My wrath, they
shall not enter into My rest." It's a dreadful thing when God swears, and He says, "Alright, have it your
way!"... Right when they were up to the Promised Land: they could have gone right in. And right there,
they failed.

Beloved, we need to "hold fast the beginning of our confidence unto the end.” And what is that beginning?
Why, we've been called to be "partakers of Christ"--not to just to be a little holy, you know; not just to be a
little better than the Baptists, or Methodists, or backslidden Pentecostal folks. We're called to be like
Jesus.

Illustrations:

An illustration of natural understanding: a preacher's unspiritual interpretation of the coming of the Lord.
"Oh, how stupid!" (from 5:21)

A joke about a Scotchman's wife falling out of a plane is used to illustrate Christians who through doubt
leave the "vehicle" of the Holy Ghost's leading, Jesus Himself being the "pilot.” (from 11:13)
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The story of a man who borrowed Confucius' horse, which stopped for every beggar until alms were given.
"Now that's what Jesus does. He gives you not only a horse to ride on but He gives you His pocketbook
too: He gives you 'all that is needed for life and godliness.” (from 16:16)

German at 7:45:

Hebraer drei, Nummer eins. -- Hebrews 3:1.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/hans-r-waldvogel/partakers-of-christ-hebrews-3/
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