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Are Believers to Seek 'More Light'?
by H.J. Vine

The sermon emphasizes the importance of growing in the apprehension of the truth, rather than seeking more

light, as the true Light already shines.

Scripture: John 12:36, John 14:6, 2 Corinthians 11:14, Ephesians 5:8, 1 John 1:5

Topics: "Spiritual Growth", "Deception Warning"

Description

H.J. Vine emphasizes the importance of believers growing in their understanding of the truth after coming
into the light of Christ. In John's Gospel, the focus shifts from light shining outward to the world to the
internal truth revealed to believers by Jesus. The distinction between 'light' and 'truth' is highlighted, with
Jesus being the ultimate Light of the world and the Spirit of truth guiding believers. Believers are cautioned
against seeking 'fresh light' or 'new truth' beyond what is already revealed in Christ, as Satan can deceive
by masquerading as an angel of light.

Transcript

Not so: they are in the light, and are sons of light; their eyes have been opened, and they have turned from
darkness to light; what they need now is rather to grow in the apprehension of the truth. Light is usually
spoken of world-wards, i.e. towards those in darkness. Thus in John's Gospel it is spoken of over a score
of times up to the middle of chapter 12, where occur the last words of the Lord to the world in the way of
testimony. There He says, "While ye have light, believe in the light." From that point in the Gospel all the
Lord's teaching is within: the time of His testimony, the time during which the light shone amidst the
darkness of this world was over. In chapter 13 Judas goes out, and it is night. The disciples are within with
the One who is the Light, but He is not then so spoken of: light is never again mentioned in the Gospel;
instead, what becomes prominent is the truth: "I am the way, the truth, and the life" (14:6); "the Spirit of
truth" (14:17; 15:26; 16:13); "all truth" (16:13); "Thy truth" (17:17).

To illustrate. Here is a class of students; it is broad daylight, and they are examining, under their teacher's
instruction, an object whose properties he is pointing out. They gain in apprehension of the truth about that
object, but get no increase of light, that they are in all the time. Saints are said to be in the light; God, who
is light, is thus known (1 John 1); and now, as in the light, "His marvellous light," they are to behave
accordingly, and seek enlarged apprehension of the truth as expressed in the Son of God.

The Lord Jesus is "the Light of the WORLD." He cannot be advanced upon. This does not refer to details
in our path. "Light" and "truth" are not properly distinguished by many.
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The Holy Spirit in and with His own is spoken of as "the Spirit of truth," never as the "Spirit of light." We are
"light in the Lord:" to speak of a light in the church is subtle error. Satan comes amongst believers in that
way, transforming himself into an angel of light and his ministers into ministers of righteousness (see 2
Cor. 11:14). "Light" and "righteousness" (so called) seem to be his successful weapons amongst them.
Boastful expressions, such as "fresh light," "new light," "higher light," etc., carry their own condemnation.
The true Light already shines. He that goes beyond has not God.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/hj-vine/are-believers-to-seek-more-light/
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