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Notes of Bible Readings on Romans, 1911
by H.J. Vine

The sermon emphasizes the importance of establishing hearts in God's knowledge, practicing what we preach,

and giving cheerfully and liberally, in order to enjoy the company of the God of peace and experience the

redemption that is in Christ Jesus.

Scripture: John 14:27, Romans 3:24, Romans 5:1, Romans 6:11, Romans 7:4, Romans 8:15, Galatians 5:1, Ephesians
1:7, Philippians 4:7, 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Topics: "Redemption", "Justification", "Peace Of God"

Description

H.J. Vine emphasizes the profound themes of peace, redemption, and justification in his sermon on
Romans, highlighting that true peace comes from God and is a result of our relationship with Him. He
explains that believers are called to live in the liberty of grace, free from the bondage of sin and the law,
and that this freedom is rooted in the redemptive work of Christ. Vine illustrates that justification is not
based on works but on faith in God, who graciously forgives and reconciles us through Jesus. He
encourages believers to embrace their identity in Christ, recognizing that they are dead to sin and alive to
God, and to live out their faith in practical ways that reflect this truth. Ultimately, the sermon calls for a
deeper understanding of God's grace and the joy that comes from living in accordance with His will.

Transcript

1. The Peace of God and the God of Peace (Philippians 4)

It is said that the fruit of the Spirit is "love, joy, peace," etc. (Gal. 5:22); and this comes out in Philippians in
a way found in no other part of the Scriptures. God would have this fruit to abound amongst believers
today. You cannot find it in the world. The world is made up of lust and pride, "All that is in the world, the
lust of the flesh, and lust of the eyes, and the pride of life;" but in contrast to all that, we have love, joy, and
peace in abundance, all as the outcome of the knowledge of the blessed God.

It is possible for believers to get into the condition mentioned in the Galatian epistle, that is, biting and
devouring one another in ill-temper, the outcome of legality, instead of serving one another in liberty and
love.

In this chapter we have God made known in a very blessed way. He is spoken of in the 9th verse as the
"God of peace" in the 7th verse you have the "peace of God"--then again in the 19th verse we read of
"God's riches in glory in Christ Jesus."
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It is a great thing for our hearts to be established in the knowledge of God Himself. Look it the living
expression of that coming out in the Apostle here. He could speak of his Philippian brethren as "his dearly
beloved and longed for" and then if you take this epistle as a whole it is full of joy from beginning to end.

Question. Should that be our normal state?

It is what should characterize us always, not at special times only. "Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I
say Rejoice" (v. 4).

He also speaks of these saints as his "crown." He says a similar thing to the Thessalonians, "For what is
our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His
coming? For ye are our glory and joy" (1 Thess. 2:19-20).

The Apostle begins with joy in chapter 1. Look at the 4th verse--there is joy in prayer; 18th verse--rejoicing
in the preaching of the glad tidings; 25th verse--"joy of faith"; 26th verse--"more abundant rejoicing." The
whole epistle rings with joy; and you will notice it is written to all the saints in Christ Jesus in Philippi.

"Love" is the first mentioned part of the "fruit of the Spirit" (notice it is fruit, not fruits. Gal. 5:22); "joy" is the
second. The Apostle now goes on to the third part--"peace." As we are established in the knowledge of
God, we learn to be careful for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving to
let our requests be made known to God, and so we get His peace in the place of all our cares, which we
leave with Him.

Question. Is this "peace of God" the same as "My peace I leave with you"?

That is another distinct thought "My peace" is the Lord's own peace, which He had when He walked here
according to the will of God, in the midst of trial and opposition. He had a peculiar peace of His own in the
midst of it all which nothing could disturb. That peace the Lord Jesus gave to His disciples when He was
leaving them in His place down here.

Question. I suppose this has nothing to do with salvation from the judgment that our sins deserved?

No, this is said to those who have had that question settled. In the 5th of Romans you get another aspect
of peace spoken of, namely, "peace with God" as to the question of guilt. Here (in Philippians 4) it is God's
own peace in connection with circumstances. The question of sins is in view in the 5th of Romans: the
question of circumstances is in view in the 4th of Philippians. As a poor sinner believing on God who
delivered the Lord Jesus Christ for my offences, and raised Him again for my justification, I come into
peace with God through faith, because of the work that was done outside of me altogether, and by
Another. I had nothing whatever to do to obtain that peace with God. But in the 4th of Philippians, it
depends greatly upon my attitude as a believer towards God if I am to be a possessor of His peace.

Not only are you to take everything to God in prayer, but before you leave your knees you are to thank
God you have such an One as Himself to leave all with, and in the place of your cares is given to you His
peace to keep your hearts and minds by Christ Jesus.

Question. Is not "garrison" a better word than "help"?

Yes. It is the word that is used for the guard or "the garrison." There are two things that need to be
garrisoned. Not the heart only, the seat of the affections; that does need to be kept, for out of the heart are
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the issues of life; but the mind also, and Satan is particularly bent on upsetting saints in their thoughts, in
order to lead them astray with erroneous doctrines.

The "peace of God" is ours consequent on prayer and thanksgiving, but lower down in the chapter you get
the company of the "God of peace," and that depends upon practice--"Those things which you have both
learned, and received, and heard, and seen in me, DO." Put them into practice. Prayer, and the "peace of
God;" Practice, and the "God of peace".

Question. Does the apostle put himself here as an example to the saints?

Yes. Paul, as it were, said, "You have seen me practise certain things; you carry them out in the same
way." He said to Timothy. "Thou hast known my doctrine and manner of life." He lived CHRIST, and thus
showed to them the way Christians should live, so that they might have the company of the "God of
peace," which is a step beyond the "peace of God" keeping the heart and mind.

In the 8th verse the Apostle speaks of things that are true, noble, just, pure, amiable, of good report,
virtuous, and praiseworthy; on these things they were to think. It is a great mistake to occupy one another
with evil. God would have us "simple concerning that which is evil, and wise concerning that which is
good." The energies of the believer should be on this line. One of the final exhortations of the Holy Spirit to
believers is, "Follow that which is good." When Diotrephes was casting the best saints out of "the
assembly," then is it said, "Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good" (John). If we were
constantly thinking of all these blessed things that we see shining so perfectly in the Lord, evil would not
get bold of our minds so easily, and we should have more power to deal with it when necessary according
to God's will.

But the power that is at our disposal depends upon our practice. As we practise these things that we learn
and receive (heard and seen in Paul as be followed Christ), the God of peace will be with us. The saint of
God thus walking through this world of sin and strife has the God of peace with him. Another once said,
"For a Christian the secret of peace within and power without is to be always and only occupied with
good."

Question. Is it not important to notice, while insisting on practice as the condition for enjoying the company
of the "God of peace," that there is no question in this of a sinner getting forgiveness or salvation?

It is rather the working out of your own salvation. Those who do these things are already forgiven and
justified; they have peace with God, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. One expects a certain sort of
practice from the royal family, that one would not expect from a humbler family, because of the fact that
they are the royal family by birth. So we are the children of God, and as being such there is a practice that
is pleasing to God; and where this is the company of the God of peace is enjoyed.

A man might claim to be in the right ecclesiastical position, and be an utter stranger to the company of the
God of peace. A mere ecclesiastic is usually a man of strife. If we have the right Person walking with us,
we shall not get astray as to the right position, but we shall seek to "follow peace with all and holiness."

The Apostle now speaks of the way that the saints had thought of his temporal need. We read in verse 10
"But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me has flourished again: wherein ye
were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity." And he goes on to speak about the help these poor
Philippians had given him right away down to verse 18. Then in the 19th verse he says, "But my God shall
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supply all your need according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus." The help which came from them had
been quite a cheer to Paul. He is not writing this because he desired gifts, for he then had abundance, but
it was a sweet savour to God, and so he speaks If we only grasped rightly our privileges in giving for the
work of the Lord that which goes up as a sweet savour to God, how happily and freely we should do what
we could, "God LOVES a cheerful giver."

Let us notice that these Philippian saints were poor, though rich in faith; thus in 2 Corinthians 8:1-2 the
Apostle writes of them, "Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the
churches of Macedonia, how that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep
poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality." They joyfully gathered all that they could that they
might help on the work liberally and worthily of God.

Question. Did not the Apostle refuse to take anything from the Corinthians for himself?

Yes, but he took for others.

Question. On what principle would you act today?

A Jew gave a tenth of all he had. The principle of the New Testament is different though not behind the
Old. On the first day of the week "put by," according as the Lord has prospered you (1 Cor. 16:2), and
whether it be a penny, or a pound, or a thousand, it is a sweet savour to God when rightly given. With such
sacrifices He is well pleased. There should be the deliberate "putting by" at home, as giving to God, and
then it is ready for use when needed.

The great thing is to go on with God as He is made known to us. An experimental knowledge of God is a
great matter and keeps us free from mere legality. Many have a knowledge of doctrine, a knowledge of
"theology" and can give expositions of Scripture, but have no experimental knowledge of God at all. The
true believer gives because he has learned through grace the giving of God.

Question. Paul speaks of learning to be content. Would you say that satisfaction and contentment are one
and the same?

Satisfaction is beyond contentment. Contentment here has to do with present circumstances, but
satisfaction is known in communion with God as to that which abides when temporal things are left behind
for ever, "Godliness with contentment is great gain;" but believers can also say, "We are more than
conquerors through Him who loved us"--to be satisfied is to be more than a conqueror, and that is ours
through the eternal Lover of our souls who died for us and rose again, and who shall Himself "see of the
travail of His soul, and be satisfied."

The Apostle says much about the way the saints had cared for him in his need--they had been cheerfully
showing practical Christianity, the liberal outcome of hearts which knew and loved God. He says, as it
were. You have met my need according to God, "my God" (he individualizes it) shall fully meet your need
He says an 2 Corinthians 9:8, "God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that ye, always having
all sufficiency in all things may abound to every good work." God is able to make plenty flow into your
pockets, so that you may have all sufficiency in all things to help on His work. He does not say He will do
it, to the Corinthians, but "He is able" to do it. The Apostle was seeking to turn their thoughts to God and
the knowledge of Himself as to giving, so that they might get the good of God's ability to send them
abundance for His service. Notice, too, chapter 8:9, in same connection. "For ye know the grace of our
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Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His
poverty might be rich." What grace for such an One to so do! Look at chapter 9:15 "Thanks be unto God
for His unspeakable gift." What grace to so give! He gave nothing short of the very best that heaven
contained! He gave His Son!

Not only will He "supply" all your need, but it reads "fully supply"--not a bit of lack. And in accordance with
"His riches in glory in Christ Jesus!" The call of the gospel is "according to" God's purpose, so likewise we
are "saved according to His purpose" (2 Tim. 1:9); and so here too the need of saints is met according to
His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.

Question. I thought "the riches" were like the supplies in the storehouses of Egypt, and "by Christ Jesus"
the channel of supply. Is it not so?

"By" is misleading. It is "in Christ Jesus." When the whole of Egypt was lying in need during those seven
years of famine, where had Pharaoh all his riches, his wealth, so that he might meet all that need
consistently with his throne, his majesty, and glory? In Joseph--not in the storehouses of corn, but in
Joseph with all his wisdom and his ability, in the Zaphnath-paaneah. All Pharaoh's riches lay in the
wisdom and wealth of administrative ability of that young man Joseph. Now, where are all God's riches
today? Not in Israel, not in the nations, not in the church, or in the gifts, but in Christ Jesus; and God acts
accordingly in thus meeting our need--"according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus." Look at the
administrative wisdom which obtains all in Egypt, both properties and persons, for Pharaoh whilst the
need of the people is met fully. He gets their money. then when that is done, he gets their cattle, then their
lands, and so on, until eventually he even gets themselves, so that all was Pharaoh's from end to end of
Egypt, save the priests' lands.

God works on the same principle today after the counsel of His own will, and He will continue to work in
the same blessed way for our good and His own glory until everything is brought into accordance with the
perfect will and mind of God, to whom, as Paul adds, now joining the Philippians with him in verse 20, "be
glory for ever to the ages of ages. Amen."

How beautifully, in closing, the Apostle takes into his heart every saint in Christ Jesus in Philippi. He does
not say, "Salute all the saints," and in that way give a general salutation, but singles each one out "every
saint" in that place had to be saluted with the letter he sent them. What a binding together this would
effect!

To act in view of "all saints," yea, in view of "every saint," is a great thing. We cannot walk with every saint
in his ways. That is another matter. But in prayer and love we are, as far as possible, practically to carry
out the "taking in" of every saint in Christ Jesus.

Lastly Paul writes, "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all." Nothing short of "all" is in the heart
of a servant who is walking with God. A gift is given by the ascended Head in view of all, whether the
"evangelist," or the "pastor and teacher;" and if a servant of the Lord is labouring for a party, or sect, or
school of opinion, he is not really walking with God. I do not say he is never used for blessing. It becomes
us today to keep every saint before us in all we say and do, for God remembers each one.

2. Redemption (Romans 3:21-24)
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In the first two chapters of Romans it is proved that all are under sin. Whether Jew or Gentile, taught or
untaught. Scripture student or illiterate, there is no difference. Therefore if we are to be brought to God
and blessed at all, redemption is necessary. When Israel was in Egypt, all were in cruel bondage under
the power of Pharaoh, and it was necessary if they were to serve God that they should be redeemed out
of Egypt and be brought to God.

We have all sinned and so needed God's forgiveness. We must be forgiven before we can be right with
God, but on account of the redemption which is in Christ Jesus, God can now forgive and justify freely all
those who believe on Jesus, and He can do it righteously. He is "just, and the justifier of him which
believes in Jesus." Neither law nor prophets could help us in this matter--they could not redeem us. The
law only condemned us and showed where we were, for it says in the nineteenth verse, "Now we know
that what things soever the law says, it says to them who are under the Law: that every mouth may be
stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God." "By the deeds of the law there will no flesh be
justified in His sight."

Question. Was the law ever intended to justify men?

No. It could never do that. God had in view the showing up of the awful guilt of man, but the Israelites put
themselves under the law, and therefore they got under the curse. We must not forget that the law is holy,
just, and good, and will eventually be for the blessing of man, because in the coming age it will be written
in their hearts and minds so that affectionately and intelligently all will know the Lord and serve Him. The
law showed God's standard, which man failed to come up to. Nevertheless God will fulfil the promise of
blessing which He made over four hundred years before He gave the law. That promise was
unconditionally made to Abraham.

Question. Of what use is the law now?

The law shows up the crookedness of man, that "sin might appear exceeding sinful." It has often been
illustrated by the plumb-line which is put against a crooked wall. It shows up its crookedness, but does not
rectify it. So the law shows up the crookedness and sinfulness of man, but does not put right what is
wrong. Those, however, who see their sinfulness and own it to God, seeking His mercy, are justified freely
through the redemption which is in Christ; Jesus.

Question. Would you say that God demanded perfect righteousness and man could not supply it?

If God proved that the sample nation Israel was guilty and under judgment, then the whole world must be
under judgment. If you pick out the best apple in a whole barrel, and prove it to be corrupt, then the whole
barrel is corrupt. God took up Israel as a sample nation. He gave them the law, and it proved their corrupt
condition; than the whole world is corrupt; for "there is no difference, for all have sinned and come short of
the glory of God." "There is none righteous, no, not one" (v. 10).

Question. Why are the prophets mentioned as well as the law?

Because like the law they also pointed on to the righteousness of God. God tested man in every way for
about four thousand years; He then sent His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, and He accomplished redemption
at the cross, and now God can bless fully and freely through the redemption that is in Him. After our utter
unrighteousness has been demonstrated, God's righteousness is manifested "without law." Man had no
righteousness to fit him for God's presence, and when that had been demonstrated fully God manifested a
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divine righteousness "towards all," but the only people who get that divine righteousness are repentant
sinners who come to Christ, for it is only "upon all those who believe." The elder son never got the best
robe. It was the poor sinner who had been away in the far country, and had repented and returned to the
father, who got the best robe. So it is the one who comes as a poor sinful creature and believes on the
Lord Jesus Christ whom God forgives once and for all. This never needs to be repeated; for the
righteousness of God is now his, which is far better than any righteousness of his own, even if he had any.
Would you not rather have the righteousness of God than any righteousness of man?

Question. Has the law no place with the Christian at all?

Well, he is not under it (see chap. 6:14-15) but we must not think that because we are "not under law," and
because we are justified freely and have the Holy Spirit, therefore we can ignore it as to our walk, for, if we
walk "according to the Spirit," Romans 8:4 tells us, we shall fulfil "the righteous requirement of the law."
Love is its fullness.

But we are reading Romans 3, and do not let us lose sight of the fact that God can bless fully and freely
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. Notice verses 23 and 24. "All have sinned, and come short
of the glory of God; being justified freely" (gratuitously, without a cause) "by His grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus."

It is said of the Lord, that they hated Him "without a cause." God justifies the believer "without a cause."
What wonderful grace!

Question. Does it mean that when we could not work out our own righteousness Christ worked out a
righteousness for us?

The Scripture nowhere says that Christ's righteousness is imputed to us, but that He Himself is our
righteousness. You have it in another place that Christ is made unto us "righteousness," so out justification
is not because of a righteousness that the Lord Jesus wrought in His life, which was entirely His own, but
that He Himself is our righteousness. "Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that
believes" (Rom. 10:4). You could not find a better righteousness. Better have Christ as your righteousness
than ten thousand righteousnesses of your own.

Question. Does not the prophet say, "The Lord our righteousness," "Jehovah Tsidkenu?"

Yes. Now let us note that redemption has the thought of releasing persons or property righteously by price
or by power. If you take Israel in Egypt, they were redeemed in both ways, that is, by the blood of the
lamb, also by the power of God (see Deut. 9:26-29). Then there is the question of the inheritance of which
we read in Ephesians. The Spirit is "the earnest of our inheritance." We are told that the possession is
acquired. Christ paid the price on the cross. We learn redemption in its parts, but its completeness is "in
Christ Jesus," that is Romans 3:34.

Question. Could the whole of His life put together redeem us?

No. His life could only condemn us. The more perfect that life shone out here, the greater the
condemnation because of its contrast to every other man's life. In no other way could redemption be
secured for us than by the blood of the only One who was sinless and holy. He is now raised from the
dead and in all the sunshine of the favour of God. We "were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver
and gold . . . but with the precious blood of Christ."
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Look at creation. It speaks of God's power and divinity. The heavens declare the glory of God and the
firmament shows His handiwork. But when we come to redemption and view its glories, the soul becomes
filled with praise and adoration. Mark--it is "in Christ Jesus." The price is His precious blood. He took upon
Himself that nature to which, in us, sin was attached, though not is Him. In Him was no sin. His blood was
poured forth for our redemption. It says in another place, "The redemption of the soul is precious."

Question. In what way are we redeemed by power?

We first get hold of the fact that the price of redemption is paid once, and never to be repeated. Then we
wait for God to redeem us by His power, as we have it in verse 23 of the eighth chapter, "awaiting the
redemption of the body." To illustrate: Here is a prisoner in a foreign country. How is that man to be
released? The country to which he belongs must interfere on his behalf and a price is paid for his release,
and in a few days he is seen walking about, a free man. He is redeemed by price. But then he is still in a
foreign land. A few months after you find him at home in his own country. Now he is redeemed in a fuller
sense, not only by price but by power--he has been brought by his government's warship from the foreign
country to his own. The blood of Christ has paid the price once and for all, and has liberated us, but the
next thing we look for is to be redeemed by power when our Lord Jesus Christ comes "with a shout"--to
bring us with Himself in all the glory of redemption, with and like Him for ever. Thus we wait for the second
part of redemption. We have redemption by blood--that is past and settled. In Christ "we have redemption
through His blood" (Eph. 1:7). We are waiting, however, for this second part of redemption, which will
presently change our bodies of humiliation and fashion them like His own body of glory (Phil. 3:21)
according to the working of His power.

Some are getting astray today on the question of the body, and are trying to prove that our bodies are
already redeemed, therefore they want us to go in for divine healing, and claim the powers now that
belong to the age to come, whereas though we might have the healthiest body yet we are still subject to
pain and sin is still within us. When, however, our bodies are redeemed,

"Our pain shall then be over,

We'll sin and sigh no more."

Praise be to God!

Question. What about the inheritance?

Turn to the first chapter of Ephesians again, verse 14, "Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of His glory."

This is the redemption of property. The property is already acquired. The Lord, in view of the treasure,
bought the field, and what we are waiting for is the moment when the whole thing will be taken up by
redemption power. We are a heavenly people, and we are to shine in heavenly glory, but through grace
the world also belongs to the saints, though truly our blessings are heavenly and not earthly. Look at 1
Corinthians 3:21-22, "Therefore let no man glory in men. For all things are yours; . . . the world, or life, or
death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours."

Nothing will separate you more from the world than the fact that all is yours as belonging to Christ, who is
now rejected by men. You look for a heavenly country, rightly, but this little earth is part of the inheritance.
God will presently take it up in redemption power. All things in the heavens and upon the earth are to be
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headed up in Christ, in whom we have obtained an inheritance.

All know the story of Ruth and Naomi. Ruth was a Moabitess who had no claim to the blessing, but she
came with Naomi to the land of Judah. There was one person in that land in whom she might have hope.
The mighty man of wealth--Boaz. All her hope was in Boaz, and he undertook to do a kinsman's part.
Remember redemption involves carrying things out judicially and according to certain rights. There was
one before Boaz, but he refused to do a kinsman's part so Boaz undertook to do it. Now for us there was
none other than the true Boaz the Lord Jesus, come of the line of Boaz and Ruth according to the flesh.
He undertook the whole question of redemption--price and power, persons and property. For Ruth, the
result was, not only did Boaz become her redeemer, but he became her bridegroom, and the fields in
which she gleaned became hers too. She got the inheritance. Our true Boaz, our Kinsman, Redeemer,
and Bridegroom, will share with us His wide fields, His glorious inheritance. The saints are "heirs of God
and joint-heirs with Christ."

3. Justification (Romans 4:3-5, 22-25; 5:1-2)

There are believers who will speak freely and happily about the Lord Jesus Christ, but who, through a
faulty apprehension of the gospel, feel a measure of restraint and sometimes a little dread when they think
of God. These verses which we have read together are given to remove all that sort of uneasiness and to
bring peace to the soul, that we might rejoice, not only in God's grace toward us, but also in God
Himself--to make our boast in God (Rom. 5:11 N.Tr.).

He has graciously acted from His side to clear away everything that was between us, as sinners, and
Himself. He justifies the one who believes, He reconciles him to Himself through our Lord Jesus Christ,
and sets him before His face in all the richness of His own free favour. God Himself in His grace is brought
clearly before us in these verses; in fact, God is the One we believe on here. He is the Object of our faith.
Justification and peace result from believing on God Himself.

Question. Why is Abraham given as an illustration by the Apostle?

God made Abraham a promise, and be believed God. That is the first mention of believing in Scripture
(Gen. 15). He believed God would perform that which He had promised, and his faith was counted to him
for righteousness. Now today we are not asked to believe God's promise simply, but on God Himself, who
has performed a stupendous work for our justification--to believe on Him who delivered the Lord Jesus
Christ "for our offences," and raised Him again "for our justification." The whole of the fourth chapter is
given to explain that it is on the principle of faith that justification is received.

Question. What is it to be justified?

Is to be set in righteousness; and, in result, let me add, in life, before God, cleared from every charge
which could be laid against us on account of our guilt. There is a remarkable link in Scripture between
righteousness and life, as may be noted in such expressions as "if the law had given life, then
righteousness should have been by the law," and it is in this that the lines of teaching brought out by Paul
and John coincide and overlap each other. In Paul's writings what is judicial comes particularly to the front;
whilst with John what is vital--LIFE is what is prominent. With John believing brings in eternal life, and as
involving no judgment (John 5:24); with Paul it brings in justification, but that justification is in its full result
justification of life.
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Question. Is it referred to in the same connection in Acts 13:39?

Yes. All that believe are in Christ justified from all things from which they could not be justified in the law of
Moses. There was no justification in the law, but only condemnation for sinners. Many of us used to
fervently pray, "Incline our hearts to keep this law;" but God has said, "By the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in His sight" (Rom. 3:20). On the other hand, in Christ all who believe are
justified--cleared absolutely before God from all things that could possibly be brought against them.

Note that whilst righteousness is imputed to the person (chap. 4), it is not as something apart from himself,
for his faith is reckoned to him for righteousness; and in chapter 5:19 he is, in result, "constituted
righteous" (N.Tr.). We have to learn too, not only that we are justified, but that God is the Justifier; and so
in chapter 8 the Apostle raises the challenge, "It is GOD that justifies. Who is he that condemns?"

Question. Have works anything to do with justification?

As evidence of our faith they have, as shown in the Epistle of James, which is perfect harmony with
Romans which shows the faith already ours. Works, however, have no place in the justification of
Romans. See verse 5 of chapter 4, "To him that works not, but believes on HIM," etc.

The religions of the world move on the principle of works, but justification before God is not on the
principle of works. This is the whole argument of this chapter, so at the beginning it says Abraham might
have had something to boast of if he had been "justified on the principle of works" (v. 2), but he was
"justified on the principle of faith," and therefore all Abraham's boast was in God and His abounding
goodness

Question. How do we get this justification today?

By believing on God, who raised up our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. The tidings come to us today
that God gave up His Son to the sufferings and death of Calvary's cross, to remove for ever all our
offences from before His holy eye. That having been done perfectly, God raised Him from the dead for our
justification. We believe on God who did all this, and our faith is accounted to us for righteousness; we
stand clear of every charge, and therefore enter into peace towards God. Some are troubled about, as if
we were told to believe in our faith. No, we believe ON GOD, who has wrought on our behalf, outside of
ourselves altogether, through our Lord Jesus Christ. This gives peace.

Question. What is the meaning of the ninth verse of the fifth chapter?

That shows clearly the necessity of blood shed for our justification--the blood of One who was sinless,
spotless, and holy. It is the means, the righteous basis upon which this justification is ours; it is because of
the blood that God can be just and yet justify them that believe in Jesus. This is important, because many
teachers are leaving out the blood. The ignorance and conceit of many of the up-to-date teachers is
appalling. No wonder we read in 2 Timothy 4 of the time when religionists would "heap up to themselves
teachers, having an itching ear;" it is striking that nearly all the epistles warn us as to these men.

Question. Explain the eleventh verse of the fifth chapter "And not only so but we also joy in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the reconciliation."

It is the blessed result of knowing that He has justified us, and reconciled us to Himself in His rich grace
through our Lord Jesus Christ. All unrest is gone, and we now find our deepest joy in the very One against
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whom we offended so grievously.

We are brought into the presence of God in liberty, with His love shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy
Ghost given to us. What infinite love! We cannot praise Him enough for it but we boast now in Himself who
has reconciled us. To Him be all the glory! The blessing is ours!

Question. Some people talk of a reconciled God. Do you agree with that?

God never needed to be reconciled. It was we ourselves, in whom there was enmity, who needed to be
reconciled. It is a solemn thing to say of the blessed God. His heart was ever towards us. The very God
that we had sinned against took the initiative on His own side and put all our offences away, and He has
now placed us before His face, justified and reconciled through our Lord Jesus Christ. God is the
Reconciler. We are the reconciled.

Question. Will the question of guilt ever be raised against believers?

Never! "Their sins and iniquities will I remember no more" (Heb. 10:17). "Blessed is the man to whom the
Lord will not at all reckon sin" (Rom. 4:8). If a believer does sin, he loses his communion and becomes
very unhappy. He will be dealt with, as belonging to the Lord, according to that sin, but it is not reckoned
against him in the eternal sense. If we do not judge ourselves, however, "we are chastened of the Lord,
that we should not be condemned with the world" (1 Cor. 11:31-32).

Question. If a believer sins, that does not break the relationship which he has with God, does it?

No, nothing can break that, and nothing can touch this justification, which is once and for ever. The Holy
Spirit gives us the foundation of our vital relationship with God through John, and the forensic through
Paul, as here in Romans 4 and "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ". It never needs to be repeated, it is a settled question.

Question. What is the peace mentioned in that verse?

It is "peace with God" about the question of our sins, our guilt. If the truth we have had before us is
received in faith, it could not be otherwise than that we should have peace with God, and find freedom of
access into His boundless grace.

If God has come out in such free favour toward us, the soul asks, "What do I understand about all this
grace in which He has placed me?" "We have access by faith into this grace wherein stand." We are set in
grace, in the changeless, everlasting favour of God. It is God who has justified us. It is God we have peace
with. It is the grace of God in which we stand, and in that position we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
We have all this from the gracious hand of GOD HIMSELF, and He has made known His great love
towards us in the way He has done it.

Question. It covers the past, present, and future, does it not?

Yes, we have peace as to the past, access into grace for the present, and rejoicing in hope of the glory of
God for the future. It is all condensed in the first two verses of Romans 5. What concentrated wealth!
Think and pray over it again and again. The hope is a sure and certain hope, because the One who took
up our case is already in the glory. Politicians have boasted about the wonderful things that they are going
to do for Great Britain, and the empire glory they are going to bring in, but we boast in what will be brought
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about without a shadow of doubt--"the glory of God". The whole earth will be filled with the glory of God, as
the waters cover the sea. That glory will come in, in all its magnificence. The Lord Jesus Christ, our
precious Saviour, God's Son, will be the Centre and Sustainer of it all.

Question. Did Abraham look for it?

Yes, he exulted, as he looked on to that day. Abraham's faith was reckoned to him as righteousness, and
he received the promise that he should be the heir of the world. "For the promise, that he should be the
heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but through the righteousness of
faith" (Rom. 4:13). He also looked for the heavenly city, which, as is now made known, will come having
"THE GLORY OF GOD." It is a great mistake to divorce in our thoughts the heavens and the earth. God
always connects the two. The prophets constantly sought to wake up the people to recognize Jehovah as
the "Maker of heaven and earth;" and so, when we come to Ephesians and Colossians, we find Christ is
looked upon as the great Head and Centre of all things in heaven and earth, when

"He'll bid the whole creation smile,

And hush its groan."

We rejoice in hope of the glory of God, and the more we take in, as enabled by the Holy Spirit, the wide
extent of that glory, the brighter and the fuller our hope will be.

4. Deliverance From Sin (Romans 6)

At the outset of our consideration of this subject let us notice carefully how believers stand in relation to
grace. We are living in the day of grace, when the gospel of God's grace is being preached by the Holy
Ghost sent down from heaven, and accordingly, in chapter 5:20, We read, "Where sin abounded grace did
much more abound." In the first two and a half chapters of the epistle the aboundings of sin are shown,
and how all are proved to be under it, "for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;" whilst from
the latter part of the third chapter the Spirit unfolds how, though there are these aboundings of sin in the
world, God has come in and over-abounded with His rich and free grace. This He has done righteously
because of "the redemption that is in Christ Jesus" (chap. 3:24). Grace justifies the believing sinner freely,
and not only clears him from all condemnation, but also reconciles him to God through the death of His
Son (chap. 5:10); so that now his chief joy is in God Himself, whose grace and love are known to him
through our Lord Jesus Christ (chap. 5:11). At the opening of the fifth chapter the believer is seen to stand
in grace and to have free access into the changeless favour of God, and what lies just ahead of him is the
glory of God--we "rejoice in hope of the glory of God" (chap. 5:2-3). At the close of chapter 5 we have
mention of the reign of grace (v. 21).

"Grace is a mine of wealth laid open to the poor;

Grace is the sov'reign spring of health, 'tis life for evermore."

Question. But is it not important to see that grace reigns through righteousness?

Yes; but it is a great thing first of all to take hold of the fact that it is grace that is now on the throne. Grace
is reigning through righteousness truly. All must be in perfect righteousness necessarily where God (who
is righteous) is concerned. There was the reign of sin (chap. 5:21), sin had reigned unto death, but now
the grace of God has, so to speak, ascended the throne on the believer's behalf, and on account of the
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work at the cross, where the question of sin was settled, grace reigns through righteousness unto eternal
life; so that grace not only meets us in our need, and sets us in present favour, but secures for us the glory
by and by, when the saints will be glorified with Christ. Then it will be the display of grace--"The riches of
His grace."

When the great fact is grasped that GRACE is reigning, we can rightly approach the sixth chapter, where
we are seen as "not under law, but under grace" (v. 14). This must be borne in mind all through.

Question. Chapter 6 begins with the question, "What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that
grace may abound?" Is this question one that would occur to the renewed mind, do you think?

Well, the Apostle raises the question in order to answer the natural reasoning of men, that to believe in
grace so free would lead to licence. Nay, he adds, "Far be the thought." The question is raised so that we
might have it settled intelligently.

Grace took us up at the start--grace is going to glorify us at the end; but we are not yet glorified. What are
we going to do in between, since we are the recipients of such grace? Continue in sin? "Far be the
thought."

The truth is very plain--the believer has died to sin. That is a settled thing; then how shall he live in sin?
The believer is not told to die to sin. We sometimes hear the remark, "You must die to sin," but Scripture is
very careful to say that the believer has died to sin (v. 2). Baptism "unto Christ Jesus" sets forth that the
one so baptized is done with sin, because in being baptized to Him be is baptized unto His death. Christ
has died to sin, and in baptism the believer has been buried with Him. We are not to be ignorant as to this
matter. It is "with Christ" we have died. The scene of death was at the cross; not within the believer, but
"with Christ." We are dead with Him and buried with Him.

Question. Is that the meaning of verse 3, "Know ye not that so many of us as were baptized into [or, unto]
Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? Therefore we are [or, have been] buried with Him by baptism
into death."

Yes, and we must keep clear that it is not Christ's death for our sins in Romans 6. That is looked at from
chapter 4 as a settled question--He "was delivered for our offences" (chap. 4:25). Here it is His death to
sin, and our death with Him. In the early part of chapter 5, we are told what we have through our Lord
Jesus Christ but in this chapter it is what we have with and in Him. We are completely identified with Him
in death and in life.

Question. In Colossians 2:20 we are stated to have died with Christ from the elements of the world. Is that
similar?

So far as the expression "dead with Christ" is concerned, it is exactly similar. Baptism is burial out of sight
altogether, and expresses the fact that in the death of Christ we were cut off from the lawless world; but
now, as Christ has been raised again, leaving sin and death behind, even so we should walk in "newness
of life," having left sin behind.

The question has often been asked, "Who was the first visitor to the tomb?" The Father was. The Father's
glory, all that He is, operated there giving Him a glorious triumph over death, "Christ was raised up from
the dead by the glory of the Father." God forsook Him when He was made sin on the cross; but the
Father's glory raised Him FROM AMONG the dead. God's infinite satisfaction and delight are found in that
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One who went into death for God's glory. We have become identified with Him in the likeness of His death
and we shall be also of His resurrection.

Question. Does faith look back and say, "We have died with Christ"?

Yes; baptism is the acknowledgment of it. Many people are baptized, but do not understand this. It is a
mere form with them, but the truth that baptism teaches is far more important than the form: and the truth it
teaches is here. The truth of deliverance from sin, the only way by which believers can get freedom from
sin is brought out at this point. Those who are of real use in this world, in the service of the Lord, have
accepted this road. God has only this one road to freedom, and it is through the death and resurrection of
our Lord Jesus Christ, "He that is dead is free from sin" (v. 7). We are to know the truth, which makes free.
I saw a printed letter some time ago from a preacher, saying how much he wished he had known the truth
of this chapter at the start of his work.

The practical walk here is in "newness of life," and not in the old life of disobedience which is called sin.
There are two questions in this chapter which should be noticed, for, generally, the second is confused
with the first. The first question is in the first verse--"Shall we continue in sin?" the second is in the fifteenth
verse "Shall we sin?" The first is a question of, so to speak, the sphere of life morally, and so in the
chapter "in sin" is contrasted with "in Christ Jesus." The second is a question of acts or practice, and so
yielding oneself to serve sin is contrasted with becoming servants to God. There are these two deeply
important lines of thought, the first developed in verses 1-14 and the last in verses 15-23. Both are raised
in reference to the wonderful grace which God has shown us--favour through Christ for those who merited
the very opposite!

Question. The first is not a question of sin in us is it? but of continuing in sin on the one hand, or of walking
in newness of life on the other.

That is so, and the future is looked on to in the fifth verse, "For if we have been planted together in the
likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection." For, as surely as Christ Himself
is raised, we shall be actually raised and fully delivered then even as to our bodies.

We ought to be marked by triumph in going through this world, having fullness of joy, not like the joy of the
world, but true joy in the Lord. "Delight thyself in the Lord!" There is none like Him!

Question. What about the sixth verse? "Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body
of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin."

It is a matter of knowledge: knowing that a certain thing took place for a certain reason. "Our old man" is
not exactly the "evil nature within" though. It includes it, nor is it precisely the "first man," which is
contrasted with the "Second Man;" but in the language of Scripture it is the old which was crucified at the
cross. It is elsewhere contrasted with the "new" man, which is now created in Christ It is that in which we
had part as belonging to the race of Adam--fallen, sinful, and lawless. But thanks be unto God we now
clearly know our old man has been crucified with Christ, that the body of sin might be annulled. The whole
organism broken up, in its totality, and rendered powerless, so that we should not serve it henceforth. All
the saints are now formed into one "new man" in Christ. The new man is entirely according to God, and is
created in truth and righteousness and holiness (Eph. 4:24). How different is the old man which corrupts
itself (Eph. 4:22). God made "the first man" (mentioned only in 1 Corinthians 15). He could not be said to
have made "the old man," for he is utterly corrupt; and this fact may serve to emphasize a necessary
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distinction of great importance.

Question. Is "justified" a better word than "freed" in the seventh verse? "For he that is dead is freed from
sin."

Yes, but the meaning is very similar. We are cleared from the old thing, in which we once were, by death.
The world is going on in sin still, whether it is the religious world, or the irreligious world, or whatever form
the world takes now--it is lawless. It is not "the earth" here. We have to do our duties, our business, etc.,
and to fill our part in our natural relationships, but all that relates to "the earth." Continuing "in sin" is what
marks "the world." It is what we have in 1 John 2, in another aspect--"All that is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life." "The world" is not of the Father, but "the earth is the Lord's
and the fullness thereof." If we do not distinguish we shall become legal and unhappy. Happiness (in the
sense of grace) and holiness go. together. Sin gets a point of attack if we become legal. We are under
grace now, not under law.

Question. What is the first thing on our side? Is it to believe what God has done in raising up Christ from
the dead?

The first thing is KNOWLEDGE. Firstly, "knowing that our old man has been crucified with Christ" (v. 6);
secondly, "knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dies no more; death has no more dominion over
Him" (v. 9). The first is not a matter of our frames or feelings, or it would lead to self-occupation. It is
objective knowledge (γιν■σκοντες), clear to the ken of faith. The second, however, which is a matter
concerning the blessed Lord Jesus, we have the inward conscious knowledge of; so the Holy Spirit uses
quite a different word (ε?δ?τες = conscious knowledge). This is very striking, and helps greatly when
understood; for herein lies the great basic truth of deliverance from sin. Our old man is crucified with
Christ, but Christ is raised from among the dead. Our old man is not raised, thank God, but Christ is, and
we are alive in Him.

He has died to sin; He has left the whole thing behind Him by dying to it. Will He ever die to sin again? No!
Christ will never have to say in that way to sin again. "For in that He died, He died unto sin ONCE; but in
that He lives, He lives unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but
ALIVE unto God, in Christ Jesus" (N.Tr.). We have the settled KNOWLEDGE that Christ died unto sin, and
has thus done with it once and for ever, and He now lives to God. We also reckon ourselves dead unto sin
and alive unto God in Him. An earnest believer once said to me after a meeting, "I see it now! I am to
reckon sin dead to me!" I replied, "It is just the other way about: you are to reckon yourself dead to it!"

We are dead to sin and alive to God in chapter 6, and dead to the law to be to Christ in chapter 7.

Question. Is it not important to keep the positive side--"Alive to God"--before us?

It is indeed, for it is only as being "ALIVE TO GOD in Christ Jesus" that we can reckon ourselves dead to
sin. Verse 12 shows that sin is not eradicated, but it is not to be allowed sway. "Let not sin therefore reign
in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof." We read "Neither yield ye your members
as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have dominion over
you, for ye are not under the law, but under grace." As delivered from sin, we are to definitely yield
ourselves to God.
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Verse 14 is absolute--"Sin shall not have dominion over you," Why? Because we "are not under the law,
but UNDER GRACE." Sin wants the sway: it dominates the world; but the wages of sin is death. Our
"members" are spoken of here, showing that it is the body, "Yield . . . your members . . . unto God." it is
very practical. All our members are to be yielded to this new and happy service in the energy of the life of
Christ raised from among the dead. This life is ours, and we can take account of ourselves as alive from
among the dead (v. 13), though we still await the actual resurrection.

Question. What about the other question, "Shall we sin?"

This second question divides the chapter, and to answer its inquiry the Holy Spirit uses the illustration of
two masters. All are serving either one or the other. No man can serve two masters. Notice carefully how
the Spirit leads up to this; God has taken us out of the old circle in which we once were and now He has
put us before Himself in Christ, so that henceforth we reckon ourselves dead indeed to sin, but alive unto
God "in Christ Jesus" (as verse 11 rightly reads). "In sin" (that in which we once lived and moved) is put in
contrast with "in Christ;" and in chapter 8 we shall find "in the Spirit" put in contrast with being "in the
flesh." No saint is "in sin" (though sin is still in us); all are in Christ, though the truth must be practically
recognized. These who are in Christ are in Him for ever; it cannot be altered; and just because we are in
Christ, and not in sin, we have a new master to serve. In the new service which is to righteousness there is
present blessing fruitfulness to sanctification, increase in the knowledge of God, and the end everlasting
life.

Verse 16 says, that "to whom we yield ourselves servants to obey, his servants we are to whom we obey;
whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness," But having obeyed from the heart the
precious truth, the form of doctrine into which we were instructed (v. 17, N.Tr.) and having got our freedom
from the old master, "sin," we are ashamed of the things which we once did in its service, and in which
there was no fruit, in the new service we have fruit unto holiness.

Question. There is no legal effort in this new service, is there?

No, for we are "under grace." All true service flows from that God in grace has justified us, and freed us
from sin's slavery; and now in liberty we become servants to the blessed Gad. Take an illustration: I
remember a young typist whose last master was harsh and used bad language. She was very miserable.
A new place was offered to her by a Christian. She left her old master, and gladly embraced her freedom
from him to serve the new master, with whom she has prospered ever since. It is thus with the believer
spiritually, but we must avoid legality, and yet be yielded wholly to God, in the sense of His grace, to
pursue that which is pleasing in His sight. Fruit unto holiness is the result.

In the service of sin men contrariwise sink deeper and deeper into uncleanliness and lawlessness.

Question. There are two classes here, are there not?

There are those who are given up to evil: sin is their master. There are also the children of God who are
servants of righteousness. They have got freedom from sin. The old master has no claim upon them now.
The death of Christ has come in between them and sin. They are now free in the life of Christ raised from
the dead to serve the new Master. Those who serve the old master receive his WAGES, "for the wages of
sin is death" (v. 33). But thanks be unto God "the GIFT" is ours, NOT THE WAGES OF SIN. The "gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." Blessed be God for His over-abounding grace. May it be ours
to "serve the Lord with gladness," and not with sadness.
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"May grace, free grace, inspire

Our souls with strength divine;

May every thought to God aspire,

And grace in service shine."

5. Christian Liberty (Romans 7:1-8:15)

Liberty! Liberty! For this the new life in the believer cries out. The whole creation groans and longs for
liberty; but the desire in the inward man of the believer is stronger than all. He desires liberty from all that
hinders and holds him in bondage, that he may be free to do that which is pleasing to God. The fallen man
wants freedom to please himself, to do his own will; the believer, to do God's will. Now God who has called
us by the gospel has called us to liberty. He has no pleasure in seeing any of His children entangled in a
yoke of bondage, for we can only glorify Him, and serve in love, as we are in the enjoyment of the holy
liberty of grace. The Galatians we exhorted to "stand fast . . . in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us
free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage" (Gal. 5:1). In Romans 8:15 we read; "Ye have
not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption. Whereby we
cry. Abba, Father." These scriptures show that God's thought for us is just that which the undelivered
believer desires, but does not yet know the full blessedness of true liberty.

Question. Does the truth brought before us in the Scriptures read show us how the believer is delivered so
as to be free and happy before God?

Yes. The Apostle begins (chap. 7:1) by telling us that he is speaking especially to those that knew law,
primarily the Jew, though the majority of the Christian profession have put themselves under law also, and
he afterwards describes the state of one struggling for freedom, who had not yet come to the happy day
when he could say. "The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and
death" (8:2).

Question. Was it the Apostle Paul himself who passed through this experience?

No doubt it was. He speaks of "I" and "me"; but he had come through it, and knew deliverance, of course,
when he wrote these things down. He looks back upon and describes the experience he once had. Some
think this should be a lifelong experience with a believer.

The fact is, it is not proper Christian experience at all, but it is the experience of one who is on the way to
true Christian experience. Paul shows it was a past experience, for he says "when we were in the flesh"
(v.5); but in chapter 8:9 he says we are "not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you."

Question. Why is the illustration of the woman and her husband used in verses 2 and 3?

To show that the legal bond could only be broken by death. The woman could not be married to another till
death gave her freedom from the law of the husband. She might desire to be free, but death alone could
truly give her freedom.

At the beginning of this seventh chapter of Romans we have the two husbands; at the end of the sixth
chapter the two masters. There is no difference in the principle by which we are delivered from the old
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husband or the old master. The way of deliverance from the law is the same as the way of deliverance
from sin. The fact is, we all have to come to this, that the only door for deliverance is through the death of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and the only way in which we can be maintained in holiness, fruitfulness, and
happiness when delivered is by living to God as belonging to the One who has come out of death, raised
from among the dead. We must, nevertheless, be careful not to fall into the snare of those who look for a
perfection here which only belongs to heaven. "If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the
truth is not in us."

This chapter begins by saying that as long as a man lives law rules over him, therefore if the law rules over
a man as long as he lives, it is clear that the only door out of it must be by death. The law says, "Cursed is
every one that continues not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them" (Gal. 3:10),
and he that offends "in one point, he is guilty of all" (James 2:10). Every one, therefore, is under the curse
who is in an unconverted and unregenerate condition, the law rules over him. God, however, has provided
a way of deliverance--Christ has borne the curse of the law, and believers have become free from the law
by the body of Christ, and have liberty to take up that position before God, for they belong to Christ who
now lives to God, having been raised from among the dead after having become, in His wonderful grace, a
curse for them on the cross. We do well to ponder thankfully the wonderful words of verse 4. "Wherefore,
my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to
another, even to Him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God."

We look back at His death, and we see the tie is broken. Truly the law has dominion over a man as long
as he lives; but by Christ's death we have become dead to the law. Many remember with deep
thanksgiving, the time when they saw this truth of being "free from the law," for the first time, after, with the
mass of Christendom, having wrongly put themselves under it.

Question. But verse 6 reads "that being dead!" Does it not mean the law was ended at the cross?

No, the marginal reading is more correct--"being dead to that." The law is right and of God, and therefore
did not need to be ended. We, however, have became dead to it, and thus freed from its righteous
condemnation by the death of Christ. When we were in the flesh, as we see in verse 5, our passions which
were by the law wrought in us; but now (v. 6) we can "serve in newness of spirit." In chapter 6:4 it is "walk
in newness of life." Also in chapter 6 it is freedom by death from the dominion of sin; in the seventh
chapter it is also freedom by death, but from the dominion of the law.

The law demanded love from man, but man failed utterly to answer to the demand, therefore the law
cursed man. Christ came in and took our place that He might redeem us from the curse of the law; now we
belong to Him in liberty and life, for He has come out from under the curse of the law. Having completely
met its demands, He has been raised from the dead, and we are now His in the most intimate way. God
would have us to understand this, so that in freedom we may delight in the Lord.

"No curse of law, in Him is sovereign grace,

And now what glory in His unveiled face."

When Moses inaugurated the law--"the ministration of death"--he had to put a veil over his face. The
Israelites could not look at him because of the glory that shone there. It is contrariwise with us, for we have
liberty and ability, by the Spirit, to behold the surpassing glory of a greater than Moses, and there is no veil
on the face of Christ. We are now connected with that which excels in glory. The Lord Jesus has become



SermonIndex.net  |  Page 19

our new Object, and as this is so we become more like Him every day. We are not to be thinking--How are
we getting on? We are to be learning how precious and glorious Christ is, and in that way we become
changed without being self-oc

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/hj-vine/notes-of-bible-readings-on-romans-1911/
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