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Congratulate the Inhabitants of Antioch on the

Close of the Persecution
by Ignatius of Antioch

I gnatius encourages the Church of Antioch to elect a bishop to act as an ambassador of God, demonstrating
their zeal and bringing glory to Christ.

Scripture: Romans 12:4, 1 Corinthians 14:33, Ephesians 4:3, Colossians 3:14
Topics: "Church Unity", "Christian Ministry"

Description

Ignatius of Antioch urges the Church at Antioch to elect a bishop to represent them and bring peace to the
Church. He emphasizes the importance of unity and glorifying God through coming together. Ignatius
encourages them to be zealous in their ministry, assuring them that they will receive glory in Christ for
their efforts. He reminds them that other Churches have also sent leaders to support one another,
highlighting the interconnectedness of the body of Christ.

Transcript

Since, according to your prayers, and the compassion which ye feel in Christ Jesus, it is reported to me
that the Church which is at Antioch in Syria possesses peace, it will become you, as a Church of God, to
elect a bishop to act as the ambassador of God [for you] to [the brethren] there, that it may be granted
them to meet together, and to glorify the name of God. Blessed is he in Christ Jesus, who shall be deemed
worthy of such a ministry; and if ye be zealous [in this matter], ye shall receive glory in Christ.

And if ye are willing, it is not altogether beyond your power to do this, for the sake of God; as also the
nearest Churches have sent, in some cases bishops, and in others presbyters and deacons.

Source: https://sermonindex.net/speakers/ignatius-of-antioch/congratulate-the-inhabitants-of-antioch-on-the-close-of-the-pe
rsecution/
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