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Satan Hates Revival
by Ira Martin

A genuinerevival isa deep spiritual awakening that puts Satan on the job, but ultimately leads to the uncovering
and confessing of sin in the church.

Scripture: 2 Chronicles 7:14, Psalm 51:10, Matthew 9:37, James 4:4, Revelation 3:15
Topics: "Spiritual Revival", "Repentance"

Description

Ira Martin preaches about the necessity of genuine revival in the church, emphasizing the need for prayer,
Spirit-filled preaching, denouncing of sin, and awakening the lukewarm and cold-hearted individuals. He
highlights the signs indicating the need for revival, such as spiritual dormancy, embracing worldly
influences, and committing spiritual adultery. Martin explains that true revival uncovers sin, leads to
confession and repentance, and exposes false security in church membership without genuine rebirth.

Transcript

Originally printed in the Gospel Herald, June 17, 1952

A real heaven-sent revival puts Satan on the job with all his available followers, in order to counteract the
influence of revival. Let us not confuse a genuine soul awakening revival with the superficial run-of-mine
"not-more-than-one week" variety where so much formality prevails that the Holy Spirit has very little
chance to work. We have no desire to minimize the decisions which are made, but unless the lukewarm
and cold ones are awakened to their dangerous condition and revived, it is hardly a revival. Rev 3:15-16: |
know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot : | would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, | will spue thee out of my mouth."

Genuine revival must be preceded by much prayer and by Spirit-filled preaching of the Word of God and
denouncing of sin. Revival can never come about unless people are made aware of their own sinfulness
and coldness.

What are some of the conditions that indicate the need of revival? A church that is spiritually asleep is
easily recognized (unless we also are sleeping) by its dormancy in soul-winning. A second evidence of the
need of revival is the committing of spiritual adultery by embracing and fellowshipping with the world with
its testimony-weakening paraphernalia.
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What happens when a real revival begins? Satan is on the alert and his influence can easily be detected
by the lies and nasty remarks which are circulated. Certainly Satan will try to wet-blanket revival because
he hates spiritual awakening in the sinful heart.

A revival will uncover sin in the church and cause it to be confessed and forsaken. Admittedly it is a shame
for these things to need to be confessed, but it is a far greater shame to allow them to remain covered,
quietly choking the life of the individual and the church.

Revival would bring some church members to the realization that merely being a member without being
truly reborn is a false security of the first degree.

Revival can be a blessing to any church that really wants to be awakened, but where the church and the
world are bedfellows, revival has a hard time coming in. Worldliness must and will go out of a church when
true revival comes in. There seems to be some differences of opinion as to what worldliness is and what it
is not. Satan says fellowshipping with his world is harmless. God says, "Friendship of the world is enmity
with God" (James 4:4). Satan has in many cases succeeded in blinding us to the great truths of separation
and nonconformity. A Holy Spirit revival can give Satan a mighty defeat on that point, too.

To stifle or control revival in the Mennonite Church will be to continue our program of slow growth, and the
church will continue to act as a harbor for cold members with anemic Christian experience--or no
experience at all.

To seek, promote, pray for, and support revival, and to start a revival in our own hearts, can be
instrumental in determining the eternal destiny of many unsaved souls who may be won by a church that
is on fire for God, doing a God-ordained task.

What would be the result if each of us would win one soul, and those won would in turn do likewise?

We seldom appreciate the alarm clock's ring while we are still half asleep, but having become wide awake
we think of the work to be done and the appointments we must meet and we are thankful that it did not fail
us. May God bless those whom He has raised up to be His alarm clocks, and may the church, becoming
fully awakened, realize the lateness of the hour and the fact that each one, prepared or not, has an
appointment with God.
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